|I. A Brief Hiſtory of the Suffer- 


| Safety in a Tempeſt : D 


OR, 


The Way to Comfort 


IN 
SUFFERING TIMES. 


In Two Parts : 


ings of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, from His Incarna- 
tion to His Cruciizion. 


IT. A Collection of the Sayings of 


recting Chriſtians how to Be- 
have Themſelves in, and Sup- 
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Several Eminent Divines, Di. , 


porting Them under SUFFER» 


| be Sold by moſt Bookſe lers. 1684. 5 


To thoſe RR 
Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, whoſe Say= 


ings are Collected 


together, in the Sc 


cond Part. of this 
{ Treatiſe: 


Beloved Brethren, 


T is altogether needleſs that T ſhould 
tell you, our great Benefattor, fron 
whom we derive "he Original both of 
our Being and Well- veins, and receive 
all the Mercies we enjoy beth as Mens 
and as Chriitians, hath not only called 
#s.to ao, but to ſuffer likewiſe, Nor is 
A.2. there 
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\ ing and their Hearing, is now become 4 
| Crimc, in the ſence of the Law; but 


_ © by this means you may Preach, and the 
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there any occaſion for me to remember 


you, that onr Bleſſed Redeemer hath left 


rs an example for the one as well as for 
the other ;, I queſtion not but your Un- 
deritandings are ſufficiently furniſhed 


A 
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with the knoipledg thereof, but frnce you * 


are at preſent ſilenced, and by the Come 


__ maudof Authority forbid to Preach, 


end hindred from the Performing the 
Publick Part of your Miniſterial Work, 


T have preſumed to collett ſome things 


out of what you have formerly written, 


for the benefit and ſupport of thoſe 


; who are fir the ſame Cauſe of Noncon- 


formity invoived in the ſame Suffer- \ 


inzs with your ſelves, that ſo you may 
ſp:ak to them even in your ſilence, and 
urniſh them with Arguments to bear 


; 
| 


up their Souls from finking in a day of | 
Perplexity and Trouble, Tour Preach= \ © 


may Hear, you may inſtrutt them how, 


4nd 


DEDICATORT. 


bey | and they may ſafely learn to imitate the 
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great Example of their Lord and Ma-- 
ſter Feſus Chrift, in 4 patient and joy-- 
ful bearing of the Croſs, without mur-- 
muring or repininz,C*that too,without 
ſo much as the pretence of a Crime, For 
any. number of Diſſenters to meet togee 
ther in a ſolemn mazner, to Pray and 
Preach a nd hear Sermons, is now be« 
come dangerous; but bleſſed beGod there 
is no Law as yet that forbids the Read- 
ing of thoſe Books which are written - | 
by Diſſeuting Miniters, 
Suffering is an nnpleaſing but noun 
uſual thing to the Followers of Chriſt, 
for we find them in all ages ſcorned and 
eerided, Perſecuted and Ajflitted, and 
accounted unworthy to live, And the 
Bleſſed Teſs himſelf informs #5, That: 
thole who will be his Diſciples muſt: 
take up their Croſs and follow him; 
Telling us, That the World will hate 
us, becaule,we are not of the World, 
and that we thallbe Perſecuted for 
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his Sake, and caſt out of the Syna- | 
gogues. And the- Apoitle aſſures us, | 
That through many Tribulations. | 71 
we mult inherit the Kingdom. ai 

And indeed it is no wonder thatChriz 
ians meet with Perſecution andTron- 
blein the World, fince our Lord him- 
ſelf, whea he was on the earth,met with 
' mo better entertainment ; they have 
been often charged with many horrid 
and malitions Crimes, ſo was our Savi- 
our; they have been ſaid tobeenemies to * 
the Church axd State, ſo was he;. they 
have been accuſed not to be Cxſars 
Friends, fo was he ; nay, there is ſcarce 
any Crime how horrid and falſe y ave 
that has been charged upon Chriſtians, 
but was firit charged upon him; his ves 
ry Miracles were aſfirmed to be the effects 
of Magick, and his Mercy: and Cons 
paſſion to Sinners, interpreted a cone 
niving at, and favouring-of their 
wickedneſs, His Goodneſs in- Heal- 
ig thy Sick, Relejving the Poſſeſſed, 
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and then condemned him to-beCrucified, 
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1 and Reftoring Limbs to the Lame, and * 
1 Eyes to the Blind, was ungratefully 


rewarded with.attempts to Stone him, . 
and frequentConſultations and. Plots to 
bereave himof his Life. And inaced - 


" his whole Life from the Manger to the 
| Croſs was nothing elſe but a continued ' 
| Series of Trouble and Miſery. As. ſoo 
' as hewas Borg, Herod ſought to kill 
+ him; and the Jews afterwards; Judas - 
 , be Betrays him, the Chief Prieſts and. 
| Elders apprehend him. Some bind 


him, others lead him bound to the 
High-Prieſts P allaceythere he is ſcorn- 


ed and derided, Buffeted and Spit up 
ant forced to linger ' out a whole nig', 


1 in Pain and Torture, He is haled a 


way to Pilate, Pilate ſends him bound 
to Herod, Herod 2»d his Men of 
War ſet him at. naught and deride 
him, axd return himbound to Pilate : 
Pilate notwith/tanding he knew him $0 
be innocent, yet he firſt ſcourged him, 


its 
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in-order: wherennto he was delivered 
znto thehands of a company of Cruel |} 
Tormesters, who never left Torturing 
of him, till his Soul left his Body, and 
they ſaw him hang dead on the Croſs. 
So-that I hope none will wonder if | 
Religion coft them dear, and expoſe | 
them to to the ſcorn and derifion, mas-. 


lice and hatred of the World. 


And it is worth our obſervation that ** 


in all or moſt of the Perſecutions which | 
haa been raiſed ſince Chriſt there hath | 
ever been many falſe and malitious | 
Reports raiſed upon theSufferers as if ; 
.by being guilty of ſtrange and horsid 
_ *Crimes,they had juſtly deſerved the ſe= 

vere uſage.wherewith they were treated. 
When Rome was burnt by Nero , 
"it wasmalitiouſly reported that theChri- 
Ftians had done it, and thereupon. a 
ſevere Perſecution againſt all the Pro- 
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fefſors of Chriſtianity immetiately fol- 
loved, and fo 12 all the reſt of the Ten 
. Perſecutions ; If there was a Famine, 
the Chriſtians procured it; if a Peſti« * 

| lence - | 


tas or % wo % 4d 4, VY 
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i lence,theChriſtians were blamed as thoſe 
| whoſe wickedneſs pulled down the Fuag- 


ment upou them; if their Armies were 
beaten, the fault was preſently laid at 
the Chriſtians door, and the moit v10- 


' tent Perſecutions ftirred up again# 
| them. 


Now to dirett thoſe in,and ſupport 


them under their Sufferings, who either 


'" are Of may be called thereunto, is the 


dcſi7n of the enſuing Tratt, which con- 


fiſts of two parts; Firſt a brief Relatt- 


on'of the Sufferings of Jeſus Cbriit, 

which as they are anE xample for us to: 
imitate, ſo they afford infinite encour 
ragement t0 us in our Sufferings. The 
Second is a Collection of ſeveral of your 
WorthySayingscon cerning Perſecution; 
carefully gathered from your ſeveral 
Works. And all of them ſerving &i= 
ther to incourage us under,or dirett us 
how to improve our Sufferings, ſo as to 
begainers by them, and prove the un- 


: 1«ſt and ſcandalous Reports of our Ene- 


mics, 
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mies,who affirm us to be a ſcditions and Sh 

- 4 difloyal people, falſe and malitious,by Fs { 
a patient and a quiet ſubmitting to the 
Croſs, and thereby leave a Teſtimony 
of our Innocency in the Conſciences of | 
our moſt inveterite Adverſaries. 

And in the mean time preſuming | 
upon your pardon for thus intruding | 
upon you, that which many of you will © 
know to be your own ſo ſoon as you have 
peruſed it ; I heartily wiſh that the * 
Peace of God which paſſeth all Un- ! 

| derſtanding, may [o fill your hearts | 
and minds, as t0 preſerve you from 
being either aijquieted or diſheartened | 
by yonr preſent Sufferings, and ſub- | 
feribe my ſelf | 
Tours in our Lord Feſus, | 
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rend Divines, whoſe 
Sayings areC ollefted; inthe 


Second Part of this Fol- 
lowing 1 reatiſe. 


Mr. Richard Baxter. 
My-Edmund Calamy. 
_ Richard Allen. 

Mr. Joſeph Allen. 
Mr. Joleph Carryl. 
Dr. Owen. 
Dr.Thomas Goodwin. 
Mr. John Flavel. 
Mr. James Nalton. * 
Mr. Thomas Watſon, 


James 


Mr. James Janeway. 
Mr. William Jenkins: 

' Dr. Jacob. . 7+ 
Mr Thomas Vincene. 

- Mr_ Nathaniel Vincent, 
Mr. Iſaack Ambroſe. 

Mr. Charnock. 

Mr, Jeremy Burroughs. 
Mr. Thomas Brooks. 
Mr.Thonias Newcomen. 
Mr. Heywood. 

Mr. Dod. 

Mr. William Gouge. 

My. Mead. 

Mr. How. 

Dr. Maaton. | 
Edward Polhill Pye. 
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DireQions to theBook- Binder; 


Place the four laſt 4 p4 9 of the Sheet b» which | 


come " "0 the 


be firft Part, after the | 
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O R, 
THE HISTORY 
OF THE 


SUFFERINGS 


Q F 
Our Lord and Saviour 


(JES US CHRIST. 
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N times of Trouble and'Diſtreſs, no- 
thing can poſlibly tend-more to the 
bearing up our Spirits, and the ſupport- 
Ing our Souls under them, then the ſeri- 
ous reviewing, and the frequent Medi- 
tating on the Suſt-rings of our Great 
Redeemer the Lord Jeſus, who 1s our 
Pattern and Great Example in Suffering 
as well as in all other things. Wherefore 
to-help thee in = Mzditation upon this 
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Subject>I have endeavoured to preſent 
thee with. a fhort view ofthe variety of 
Troubles andPerſecutions the Lord Jeſus 


indured for thee: 
Firſt Confider, That the Lord Jeſus, 


notwithſtanding he was the Eternal Dar- | 


ling of his Father, the Brightneſs of his | 
Glory, and the Expreſs Image of his | 


Perſon, by whom and for whom . all 


things were made; Yet for thy Sake | 


he Condeſcended to Diſrobe himſelf of 
all his Honour and Glory, be madeFleſh, 
and equal himſelf with the Duſt. The 
Ancient of Days Kecame a Babe, and he 
who was before all time, and his goings 
forth were from Everlafting, conſented 
to be Born in the fulneſs of time. The 
King of Kings became a Servant, and the 
Owner of all things was bereft of all In- 
heritance. Hethat was wont to Inhabit 
the Heavenly Palace, was now forced 
to take up his Lodging in a Stable. And 
he that ſaid of the Earth, /t is mine, and 
the fulneſs of it, found no Room for him 
in the Inn, but was excluded the com- 
pany of men;and as if worthy of no high- 
er Honour, compelled to accompany the 
Beaſts,and lye in the ſame Manger where 
they feed. And although the —_— 
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of his Incarnation was ſuch- an amazing 
wonder , that it hlled the Holy Angels 
with aſtoniſhment, yet ungrateful man » 
who was to reap the benefit thereof, 
paſſed it by as a thing not worth his no- 
tice, and inſtead of a Royal and Prince- 


' ly Entertainment, gave him a baſe and 
' a contemptible Welcome ; For he was 
Born at Bethlehem, a little City, 41n a 


poor mean Cottage, where he had no 


| Cradle but the Manger, no Canopy, 


but the Rack where the Beaſts feed, no 


' Guard but his ſuppoſed Father, no At- 


tendance, but his Virgin. Mother, no He- 
raulds but ſilly Shepherds; nor any of 


| his Bed-Chamber but Oxen and other 


Beaſts who were lodged in the ſame Sta- 


ble with him. And although he was Born 


King of the Jews in the opinion of the 
Eaſbern Sages , Yet the Fews ſcornfully 
rejected him, and refuſed to acknowledg 
any King but Ce/ar. He was: indeed by 
al.,ineal Deſent King Davids Heir, and 
kimſelf gave Crowns, to others, Crowns 
of Life and Glory, Victory and Tri- 
umph.  Yetfor his own Head no Dit: 
dem was / Prepared but one made of 
Thorns, \zxor Coſtly Robes but what way 


dicd in his own Blood: 
2 2 And 
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And as his Birth was mean and ob- 
ſcure, ſo was his Life full of Suffering 
2nd: Pain, for he no ſooner arrived at 
c1ght. days old, but he ſubmitred to the 
painful Ordinance of Circumciſion ; he 
that was above the Law, freely fub- 


mitted to the Law, and although as the | 


Sovereign of the Uniyerſe and the great 


| 


| 


Law-giver of Heaven and Earth, himſelf | 
gave theLaw,yet tor ourſakes he willing- | 


ly indured the Pcnalrty of it, to free us 


who had Tranſgreſſed it. And jo ſoon | 
er was he returned from Jer»ſ:lem but | 
he was forced to forſake the place of his | 


Nativity, and fly'for the ſaving of his 


Life; for althongh his Birth was ſo ob- | 


cure» and his Habitation ſo mean, yet it 
did not exclude him from the hatred and 
envy of thoſe who would not let him in- 
joy EVen this with ſafety: before there 
was RO room for him in theinn, but there 
js nowno Room for him in Bethlehem, 
nay no Room for him in F#aea, where- 
fore heis forced to fly to egypt; for 
, H-rodby a cunning ſtratagem 1lought to 
deſtroy him, and cruelly reſolved to 
tmbrew his hands in his Sacred Blood ; 
n1y, ſo great was his cauſeleſs envy, 
Lhat for his ſake he mercileſly Butchered 


many | 


| pl 
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many thouſand Inntcents, for ro o- 


ther Crime, but hecauſe the time and 
ace of their Birth were ſomewhat near 
un'o his. After he came from eAgypr, 
be ſuhmiited himſelf ro his Parents, was 
called th? Cirpenters Son, and 2flilted 
Toſcph'i1 that Mean ard Laborious 
Trade. 
As a! introduction to his Miniſtry, he 
fubmitted Limfelt to be Baptiſed by 
Fohn, after which he w:s led into the 
Wilderneſs, where he faſted forty dayes 
and forty nights, wi. hovut cither Meat os 
Priok, and wiilingly fufers himielt v9 
be Tempred of the Devil, who uncer- 
ſtanding that the Bleſſed Jeſus was pre- 
paring for the ſukduing him, and the 
expi ting that miſchief which his malice 
and ſubtilty h:d effected, like a vene- 
mous Serpent {welled and even ready to 
burſt with inward poyſon, he haſted 
with an Infernal Fury to aſſault him who 
was come to deſtroy him. And no ſoon- 
er.had he eſcaped this danger, but he 
preſently fell into another ; for having 
Preached Salvation to Capernarumand ſe- 
veral parts of Gal:lce, he went likewiſe 
to. Nazareth, the place where he wag 
brovg ht up, and entering into their Sy- 
a 3 nN2gcgue, 
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nagogue, and having opened the Book, 


he read to them out of the Propheſy of 


the Prophet 7/a:4h, a Lecture concerning 
himſelf, wherein he freely offered Rich+ 
e3 to the Poor and the Indigent, Healing 
to the Broken and the Wounded, Dehi- 


verance to theCaptive,theRecovering of | 


F 


Sight to the Blind, and Liberty to them | 


that were Bound, Proclaiming the acce 


table year of the 'Lord to all thoſe who | 


world embrace it, But like a company of 
ungrateful Monſters, they all with one 
conſent roſe vp, and haying thruſt him 


out of their Cir, they led him to the | 


* 
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Brow of the Hill whereon the City | 


was built; that they might caſt -htm 


down headlong; however his time being ! 


not yet come, he paſſed thorow the 
midit of them, and went his way. 
When he graciouſly admitted Publi- 
canes and Sinners to come unto him, he 
was reproached for it by the Scribes and 
Phariſees, as if he favoured and approy- 
ed of their Sin, and thereby: encoura- 
ged them in their wickedneſs; Reproach- 
ing him likewiſe for not obferying their 
Faſts, and for ſuffering his Diſciples to 
pluck the Ezrs of Cern when they were 
hupgry on the Sabbath-day. And pre- 
fently 
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ſently after they conſulted together how 
they might deſtroy him, for no other 
Crime, but his having mercifully Healed 
a man who had a withered hand. 

And when he caſt out Devils from di- 
vers miſerable and wretched Creatures, 
who were poſleſſed, and Cured the Sick, 
the Lame, the Blind and the Dumb 
they maliciouſly affirmed, he did it by 
Magick Art, and that he was in League 
with Belzebub the Prince of the Devils. 

Notwithſtanding he Cured the Man a- 
mong the Tombs who was - poſſefled 
with an Unclean Spirit, yet ſuch was the 
ſorded baſeneſs of the Gadarecens, that 
they preferred their Swine before him, 
and accounted themſelves happy in ob- 
taining his Dzparture out of their Coun- 
try. That Miraculous Work which- 
ſhould have drawn them to Chriſt, drove 
them from Chriſt. Thoſe who kept the 
Swine ran with the news, and the whole 
Country came to meet him with a Tu- 
multuous Clamour; the Multitude was 
like a Monſtrous Beaſt with many heads, 
every one whereof had a ſ{cveral mouth, 
and every mouth a tongue, all of which 
were imployed in one kind of work, viz. 
The intreativg the Fountain of Mercy to 
a.a depart 
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depart from their City : every Head had | 
a ſeveral Brain, and every Brain was fil- | 
led with different thoughts, but how- | UV< 
mech ſoever they diſagreed and jarr\d in | UW 
their thoughts; yet in their words they |} tht 
were unanimous, and every one rcqueſt- | 
cd the ſame thing, there was not a Diſa- 
greeing Tongue among them, not one | C0 
Gadareen found among 28 the number, | W 
that either per{waded hisFellows to ceaſe wot 
their Suit, or implored the Bleſſed Jeſus | © 
not to grant their requeſt. Wm 
When he Rode to Jeruſalem the Pha- C 
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riſees envied him the Honour of his 
Diſciples Hoſarnahs, and when they c1i- 
ed, Blefſed be the King that cometh in the | 
Name of the Lord, the Phariſees rcqui- 
red that he ſhould rebuke them; not oply 
refuſing to honor him themſelves, but ha- 
ting to ſee others do it alſo. And becauſe 
when he arrived at Fer #ſalcm,he entered 
120 the Temple, 7nd caſt out them that 
bought and ſold therein, and overthrew 
the Mony Changers Tables, telling them 
that it was written; His Houſe was 4 Honſe 
ef Prayer, but they had made it a Denof 

herves ,, they ſought to deſtroy him,and 
altho* they were not able to accompliſh 
1tyet two days after they were at it again 
COnNtrLving 


r—_— C— 
. 


Cy —_—_ 
_ _— —c 


——— ——— 


the Sfferings of Chriſt. q 
triving among themſelves - how they 
might take him by-Craft and put him to 
Dearth at the Feaſt of the Paſſover and 
Unlevened Bread; but they ſaid, Not on 
the Fealt-day, becauſe they feared the 
people; though they frared not the 
wickedneſs, which they ſhortly after ac- 
compliſhed by the aſſiſtance of *J«das, 
who was the baſeſt and the moſt d1finge* 
nious of all thoſe who were without 
canſe enemies to theBlefkd Jeſus. Their 
malicious heads were laid together 1n 
Caiarhu$Partour,and art laſt came to this 
refult that Force was uot their way bur 
Subtilty and Treachery muſt accomplifir 
that which ofcen experience told theny 
would he vainly attempted by power bur 
even this alſo they knew not how to per- 
form un;il the Subtil Serpent who fat 
Prelident in that ffoody Councit, ha& 
provided them a fit inſtrument toaceem- 
pliſh their Helliſh D.fign, ihough Fudze 
profeſſed himſelf Chrilts Diſciple, yet 
Satan knew him to he hisVailal abſolute- 
ly at his dipoſal; the only difliculty he 
made was the being paid for his Treaſon: 
as ſomewhat unwilling to perform for 
treacherous anact without areward, and 
thercfore demanded what they wonld 
a 5 . 8pise 
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give him&he would deliver him to themn« 
Perfidious Fxdas / I know not which a- 
ſtoniſhes me moſt, thy Treachery in Be- 
traying thy Maſter, or thy. folly in, Bar- 
tering for him that; was ineſtimable. 
What will you give xe-{- Fool, what couldſt 
thou have demanded that might any way 
have equalled the vallue of Him thou 
wert about to fell, or compenſate the 
extraordinary ſervice they ſuppoſed thon 
wouldeſt thereby do them? What will 
you grve? alas, thou mighteſt more pro- 
perly haze iaid, What have you to give? 
what have you to diſpoſe of, that may 
any way ballance the loſs of a Redeemer, 
or compenſate the forfeiture of my Sal- 
vation? Bat Perfidlous Wretch, the 
baſeneſs of thy Spirit, apyears no lefs 
in the {mallneſs of thy reward, then in 
the greatneſs of thy Treaſon. Thirty- 
pence ! miſerable Wretch ! Was that a 
price, thinkeſt thon, ſufficient to pay for 
the Owner of the Univerſe, or compen- 
ſate thy Crime in betraying to death the 
Lord and Giver of Life ? 

But however, the Bargain 1s made,ſuch 
AS It is (a poor one God knows ) and the 
Price 1S Paid, and away goes Fadas to 
his Maiter, to obſerve his motion and 
carefully 
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carefully watch for an opportunity to 
Betray him: And notwithſtanding this 
Villanous practiſe;he looked as pleaſantly 
upon his Maſter and his Fellow-Diſclples, 
as he was wont to do at other times; he 
regarded not his guilt ſo long as gs was 
paid fer it, but pleaſed himſelf with the 
thoughts that he had provided for time, 
though he had negle&ted Eternity; and 
filled his Purſe, though he had Damn'd 
his Soul. No man more buiſy then he, 
to-prepare for the Approaching Paſlo- 
ver, nor was any of the Diſciples more 
devout in the Celebration thereof. O 
the ſottiſh hypocriſie and obdurate hard- 
neſs of that impudent Trattor, who had 
formerly received ſo many proofs of his 
Maſters Omniſcience, and hardly a day 
had paſſed wherein he ſaw not that the 
molt ſecret things, and even thoughts 
themſelves were known unto him, and 
yet that vile wretch, notwithſtanding he 
knew he hadPlotted Treaſon againſt him, 
adventured however to appear before 
him; nor was he any whit abaſhed when 
his Lord plainly hinted his knowledg of 
the Conſpiracy, ſaying» Yerily I ſay un» 
fo you, that ane of you ſhall Betray me ;, 
one would © haye . thought that his 
wickedneL 
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wickedneſs being. thus diſcovered, he 
ſhould have been aſtamed, and have 
bluſh:d,and caſting; his guilty eyes dovyn, 
have turned away. his troubled counte- 
nance at ſo galling an intimation; but an 
—- Hh Reſolution to. perpetrate his 
'Trea 

ſteel'd his Brow againſt any relenting im- 
prcſlions, otherwiſe the reſt of the Diſ- 
ciples had not been at ſo great a loſs to 
find oat the Traytor, nor ſo ready to 
ſuſpect themſelves. O. the Fatal eſfes 
of a reſolution to. Sin! for neither a 
difcoyery of the Crime, nor_ yet the 
conftquent Wo denounced by our Savir 
Our 3g:iaft the Criminal, was able to de- 
ter Jad4as from his. inte nded Trea- 
ſon; nay more, as if he reſolved to out- 
brave hisMaſters accuſations, & out-face 
his own Conſcience, he impudently ad; 
ventuied to ask the ſame queſtion as the 
reſt of the Diſciples had done before, 
viz, Maſter ts it It and received a pofir 
tive anſwer ( Thou haſt ſaid ) without 
bluſhing ,.nor did our Saviour $ bidding 
him towards the concluſion of the Feaſt; 
what he&'did he ſhould do q'ickly, create 
any diſturbance in his unrelenting heart, 
Baz that which yet aggravated his "_ 
On 


on had hardened his Heart and - 
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the Sufferings of Chrift, wy - 
Treaſon, and the ſufferings of thy Savi- 
our was the method: he took to betray 
him, viz, Hail Maſter, and A kiſs, where- 
by as if all his former Villany.had been too }. 
little, he once moce abuſed the Sacred - 
Far of theSuffering Jeſus, ard defiled his 
Unſpoticd, Cheeks with an impure kiſs, 
It.is Commanded in the. ſecond Pſalm, 
That we kiſs the Son leaſt he be angry, but + 
here the Son had reaſon to be extreamly 
angry at this kiſs, and account it it far 
more grievous then all the reſt .of -his 
ſucceeding Torments. . © 

That he who was wont to receive the 
Salutation of Angels, ſhovld now be 
fawnd upon and embraced by the Agent 
of Devils, thas Beauty ſhould be touch- 
ed by deformity, that the Son of the 
Erernal Majeſty, ſhould be: enſnared by 
a Brat of Belzebub, and the Prince of 
Peace ſhould-be Betrayed by a Son of 
Diſcord; that the Wonderful Covnncel- 
lour, who ſpake as never man ſpakey 
ſhould be as 41t were undermined by the 
moſt Palpable Fool, tms doth heſpeak 
the moſt Horrid Vilany of- this Damna- 
bleVillain, & ourSaviours free & willing 
ſubmiſſion to the Will of his Father, in 
o:.deri0.accompliſh the woik of mans 
Re- 
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Redemption, to-ſupport his people in 
Sufterings afcer his Example, and to en- 
courage them under the worſt Conditi- 
ons in which God is pleaſed to permit 
them to be. 

The Lalt Supper being over, our S2- 
'yviour departs from the place where it 
was Celebrated, to the Garden, where 
he indured his Agony, which was infi- 
nitely more grievous and ſorrowful then 
the Hymn he had lately ſung was plea- 
fant and joyful. AH his Diſciples were 
Partakers in the Joyful Hymn, but in 
the Dolors of his Agony he had no com- 
panion,being left totrcad theWinepreſs 
of his Fathers Wrath alone. As ſoon 
as he came into the Garden, he began to 
be ſorrowful and very heavy, Many ſad 
thoughts he had formerly conceived of 
The greatneſs of his Redeeming work, 
'which he filently paſſed over without 
mention, but now when his Sufferings 
increaſed, and a Sea of wrath like a Flood 
was poured into his Soul, his grief grew 
too great to be hid, and burſl forth 'into 
that dolorous Complaint, fy S:ul 2s 
exceeding ſorrowſul even unto Death;, may, 
ſo aſtoniſhing & bitter was the Cup thar 
he was to drink that the yery thoughts 


of. - 
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of it filled his Innocent Soul with an in- 
expreſſible ſorrow and pain, the Inward 
Anguiſh and Torment whereof made 
him ſweat, and that ſweat was the moſt 
violent and unnatural. that ever was 
heard of in the world. Firſt becauſe it 
was abroad in the Chill Ayr, lying 
proſtrate on the Ground, and the ſeaſon 
of the year {o pinching, that even the 
hardier Souldiers yvere fain to .haye 
a fire within doors. Secondly » Be- 
cauſe he ſweat Blood and not Water, 
and not only ſo, but he ſweat great 
drops of Blood, which trickled down to 
the Ground in great abundance. Third- 
Iv, Becauſe the Phyſitian ſweats for the 
Patient; we had ſurfeited with the For- 
bidden Fruit, and our Jeſus muſt both 
ſweat and bleed for our Recovery. Here 
you might have ſeen, not ene, but ail the 
Veins of hisBlefſedBody open & bleeding 
at once. There you might have ſeen a 
wonder beyond all conception, for there 
you might have ſeen a {ſweat without la- 
bour, and ſtreams of Blood iſſuing out 
of every part of hisBody,and yet no yto- 
tence offered. | 
And as if his Sufferings were yet too 
ittle, his very Diſciples help to A 
Tacm 
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them, for whilſt he was thus ſweating 
and blceding for them ; they as regard 
leſs of his miſery entertained themſelves 
with repoling . ſlumiers, - which drevy 
from him another paſſionate complaint ; 
Conld ye not Watch with me one bour ? And 
thus every thing conſpires to increaſe his 
Agony, an I*one miſery treads on the 
Heels of an other, for now the Perfidis 
ous Traitor attended wi: htheChiefPricſt 
the Captains of the Temple, 2nd the 
Elders appears at the Head of a Bind of 
Ruffins, Armed with Swords and Staves 
for to take him; though he was falſe and 
unjuſt to his Maiter, he reſolved howe- 
ver to be true to his Chapmen, and the 
TFreacherous ViBain, as if ke reſolved to 
behis ficſt Tormentor, by mixing Hy- 
pocriſy vvith his Treaſon, darted Cru- 
elty and Murther through his very 
{alatation-and kiſs. And fince his own 
Payver vvas too vveak, and not an{wera- 
ble to his malice, he charges thoſe to 
whom he delivercd him;that they ſhould 
hokd him faſt, and they alas too cruel 
before, reſolve now to bind him ſecure, 
and think no twiſt ſtrong enough to hold 
the hands .of him who neyer intended to 


refit, 
And 
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Axd can thy Heart without breaking 
contemplate the greatneſs of thy Savi- 
outs Sutterings? canſt thou with dry eyes 
behold thoſe hands that made the Uni- 


| verſe tyed together, and cruelly bruiſed 


with Knotty Cords ? canſt thou ſee him 
bound who came to ſet thee at liberty ? 
or canſt thou unconcernedly behold the 
Lord of Life and Glory baſely and bar- 
barouſly abuſed, and with (corn and 
contempt dragged through the Streets» 
and hawled before a furious, a proud 
and an inſulting Prelate, firſt to Anas, 
and then C:iaphas, from Caiaphas to Pi- 
Lat e,from Pilate toHerod,from Herod back 
again to Pilate, and ſo to Golgotha. 

And having thus hound him ſecure, 
they preſently drag him away to the 
Hign-Prieſts Palace, where he was no 
ſooner arrived, hut he was ſcornfully re- 
ceived by them; And arraigned at theBar 
of old Anas, and the reſt of the Prelates 
and Dignified Clergy. | 

And to increaſe: his AfﬀfiiQtiens and 
make his Sufferings the greater, his own 
Diſciples and his neareſt Friends for- 
{ook him in this hour of Diſtreſs, thoſe 
who were his conſtant Companions in 
times of Peace and Liberty,now _— 
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him in a day of Trouble. Not many 
hours before they wondred he 
ſhould queſtion their faichfulneſs in a 
conſtant owning of him, and cleaving 
to him, ſollemnly promiſing never to 
forſake him, nor be offended becauſe of 


.him, every one proteſting to ſtand by 


him to the very death; they all promiſed, 
but not one performed;. yea even Fohn, 
who had heen lovedand honoured aboye 
the reſt,and Peter-who had been the moſt 
LiberaLin his Proteſtation of Conſtan- 


Cy, fled among the reſt, and leave their 
Maſter to the Mercy of the Mercileſs. 
[He had formerly asked them upon the 
departure of ſome of his: Followers; 


Will ye go alſo? they anſwered with a 
kind ot indignation, Whether hall we go? 
Thou kaft the words of Eternal Life ; 
Notwithſtanding which they now leave 
him, and run away, flee away, nay every 
one ſtriving to ſave himſelf, & left their 
Bleſſed Maſter a Prey to his Epgemies , 
like a Lamb in the midſt of Raging and 
Devouring Wolves. 

From the Houſe of Anas, he is led to 


thePallace of C:zapyas,where the Spiritu- 


al Court,which was ſat there in expecta- 
tion of hjim,received him with 1ndignatl- 
on 


* 
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on and ſcorn, reſolving 'now they had 
him in their hands, to fatiate their 
Thirſty Souls with his Innocent Blood ; 
but yer to guild over their deadly Spleen 
and Murtherous Reſolution, a pretend- 
ed Legal Proceſs, muſt cover their Ille- 
gal and Bloody Proceedings ; they knew 
he had committed no Crime, yet they 
refolved to pretend many, not ery. 
but for'a good reward, they ſhould fin 

ſome proffiigate Wretches, who would 
confidently ſwear what they had invent- 
ed; yet ſuch was the exaCctneſs and Puri- 
ty of his Life, and the ſoundneſs and 1n- 
offenſiveneſs of his Doctrine, that eyen 
malice and ſubornation it ſelf, were not 
ableto invent wherewith to ſlander bim. 
Many of them willing to lend a hand to 
this deed of darkneſs, and gratify their 
ſuborrers with 2nOath,bear talſe witneſs 
2 gainſt him. Bur although thoſe Sons 
of Miſchief and Cruelty, were exactly 
agreed to Murther the Innocent Priſo- 
ner by their Flagitions Breath, yet ſuch 
jarring and confuſton filled their perjurt- 
ous Lips,that not two were found among 
{o vaſt a nimber who were able to tune 
their eager Tongues to ſwear the ſame 
Falſhood,until their Subornors by making 
two 
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two of them to confer Noats: together, 
taught them to agree with themſelves 
though they diſagreed with the Fruth, 
they both ſwear the fame though a falſe 
thing. The words indeed were ſpoken 
by our S3viour, but they were perverted 
by the Perjired Witneſ]:3z , ſo that. 
though thc words were trve, yet 
their Evidence was notoriouſly- falſe.. 
Hud . thoſe words been ſpoken by 
him as they were witneſſed by them, yet 
they-contained no Crime, neither was 
there ſo much as the very appearance of 
Blaſphemy to be found therein, yet how 
vehement is Cataphas for an anſwer, as if 
thoſe words had ſufficiently condemned 
to death the Lord of Life, and the Pro+ 
teſtation of his Ability, to build the 
Temple in three days, had been High 
Treaſon againſt the God of the Temple. 
When he was before Annas his moderate 
anſwer was returned with a cruel and re- 
proachful Buffet on the Cheeks, with-that 
force and violence ſay ſoine,that it ſtruck 
out or looſened ſome of . his Teerh, and 
made the Blood to guſh ont of his mouth 
and noſtrils. To be thus ſmitten was not 
only pain to ourSaviour, but 1t was matr 
tex of ſhame and infamy toos - If ay 

cen 
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been only an innocent and harmleſs man 
to be thus buffeted by a baſe mean and 
wretched Fellow, aman in Bonds to be 
thus beaten, when he was bound, it had 
been in(ufferable Cruelty, aud ſordid in- 
hymanity,what was itthen when theLord 
was beaten by his Servant, the King by 
his Subject,the Higheſt by the baſeſt, and 
the Creator by the Creature) And now 
his ſilence is no leſs offenſive, then his 
ſpeaking was before. And therefore what 
they could not effect by their Witneſſes, 
the Crafty and Malitious Prelate reſol- 
ved to draw out of his 6wn n.outh, 7 
adjure thee by the Living God, ſays he,that 
thoy tell us whether thou be the Chriſt the 
Son of the Living God. The deſign of 
this adjuration was only to inſnare him, 
for if he had held his peace, then they 
would have condemned him for a Pro- 
phane Diſregarder of the Great and Aw- 
ful Name of God ; if he anſwered them, 
they catch him: however to ſhew that he 
feared not the faceswhich he himſelf had 
formcd,&to let us an everlaſtingPattern 
ro confeſs him before men,whatſcever dan» 
ger the ſo doing may involve us in, he 
gave the haughty and inſultingPrelate no 
cauſe to complain any longer of a filent 
Priſoner, -for he affirmed more _— 
a 
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had demanded. Hereafter, ſaith he that 
is fairer then the Children of Men, 
Shall ye ſee the Sor of Man, ſitting on the 
Right-hand of Power, and coming in the 
Clouds of Heaven, Which bold and 
God-like anſwer one would have thought 
ſhould have confounded the inſulting 
Prieſt, and have {truck him with an aw- 
fal trembling to hear that the: Son ofMan 
whom he ſaw ſtand there before him; 
was the Son of 'God, whom he was as 
unaworthy:as he was unable to behold, 
Andthat, that,.Son of Man,, and that Son 
of God, that God -Man whom he faw 
ſtand at his Bar: like a deſpicable and 
wretchedPrifoner,dejected and forſaken, 
he ſhould ere long with horrer and aſto- 
niſhment behold fitting in Majeſty-on the 
Throne of Heaven, & coming with an in- 
numerable company of Angels inF laming 
Fire, to that dreadfal Judgement where- 
in both he-and all the reſt of the Enemies 
and Perſecutors of himſelf and his peg- 
ple, ſhall receive a juſt condemnation to 
unſpeakable and everlaſting puniſhments, 
But this ſtubborn and haxdened*: wretchy 
inſtead of tsembling, at -this tremendous 
and aſtoniſhing-declaration, made the ba- 
ſt and the vildeſt uſe of it that could 
have 
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haye been invented. What need bave 
we of witneſſes ? ({aith he to his wicked 
and compact Crew) behold now ye have 
heard his Blaſphemy, what think, ye ? who 
all of them knowing the mind of their 
unjuſt Preſident, immediately anſwered 
and ſaid, He i guilty of Death. Ah with 
what face could thoſe Levites ſo unjuſtly 
condemn to death the Lord of Life, and 
Cruelly ſpill that Blood by which ( if e- 
ver ) they themſelves wuſt be waſhed 
from the horrid guilt of this more then 
Salvage and Barbarous Murther. But 
alas what heed is to be taken ofthe Judg- 
ment of - men, fince- it is ſo wavering 
and indifferent ,that a dram of prejudice, 


- or the leaſt grain of intereſt; eaſily turns 


the Scales ? or why ſhould we wonder, 
that the Followers of our. Bleſſed Savi- 
our ſhould receive ſuch hard -meafure 
from the ſame fort of men, fince their 
Lord indured as much, and infinitcly 
worſe before them ? 

And now the Cruel Sentence being 
unjuſtly paſſed, the malice of his inve- 
terate adverſaries began to be yented ar 
g3in% him with as much fury as if Hell it 
ſelf,, and all the Devils thereof had been 
let looſe upon him. Some of them with 
their 
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their filthy and pollutedLips,loaded him 
with Reproaches and Slanders, whilſt 0- 
thers defiled his Blefled Face with their 
naſty and impure ſpittle, the venemous 
froth of their implacable malice. Some 
of them with their cruel hands buffeted 
his Sacred Cheeks, plucked him by the 
B:ard,& rent off Hair and fleſh together, 
whilſt others with inſultation, triumph 
over his humble patience, and having 
firſt Hoodwinked him, cry to him with 
diſdain and ſcorn, Propheſie unto ws thou 
Chriſt, who it was thar ſmote thee, Thais 
the bleſſed Jeſus was himſelf bound ,that 
he might ſet us at liberty, and condemn- 
ed, that we might be pardoned ; he was 
bvffeted and ſpit on, derided and ſcorn- 
ed by obnoxious and Guilty Sinners, 
whom he came to ſave. 

But yet as if all his Sufferings hither- 
to had heen tos little, and he had not 
indured miſeries and torments enough ; 
his confident and boaſting Diſciple, who 
not long before proteſted that though 
all men ſhould forſake him, yet he would 
notz and that theugh he ſhould aye with 
him, he would not deny him, now conſpi- 
red with the reſt of his Tormentors to 
increaſe his Sufferings, by diſowning 
and 
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and denying him who was about to dye 
for him; and as if a bare Denyal had 
been to {mall a ſlight to put upon ſo kind 
a Maſter; and too mean a Trifle to de- 
monſtrate the willing and reſolute breach 
of ſo Solemn a Proteſtation, he added 
Swearing and Execration to his denyal, 
Imprecating a Curſe upon himſelf, if he 
did ſo much as know him, and this with- 
in the hearing and ſight too, of him whom 
he did deny. Ah what an Addition of 
Trouble and Torment do you think muſt 
this needs be to hear himſelf thusDenyed ! 
Denyed by one of his own Followers, one 
who had been henoured with the very firſt 
call to be his Diſciple ; and preferred he- 
fore many others to be one of his Twelve 
Apoſtles. And that this Denyal ſhould 
be in ſuch Company, in the very face of 
his I2jurious Enemies, and his unjuſt Judg- 
es, before whom he ought according to his 
own Promiſe and Solemn Proteſtation, to 
have confeſſktd him, although he had im- 
mediately dyed for that Acknowledg- 


ment; and that it ſhould be in ſuch a 


manner with Swearing and with Curſes , 
and horrid Imprecations upon himſelf. 
The denyal it ſelf was grievous, but thoſe 
Circumſtances wherewith he was _—_ 


— —— «> 


26 The Hiſtory of 


ſtill 2dded to that Grief which was too 
great already. And yet behold a wonder 
of Mercy, the tender and the Compaſſio- 


nate Jeſus in the midſt of all thoſe Sor- 


rows and Indijgnities wherewith he was 
Surrounded, afforded a Gracious Look to 
his timorous ungrateful and Apoſtate Di- 
ſciple ; The Crowing of the Cock ſound» 
ed lowder in his Sacred Ears, then all the 
Clamour and Noltleof his Raging Enemies; 
and he in Mercy remembred who had for- 
got himſelf, and of a Diſciple , nay an 
Apoſtle, was become a Perſecutor, nay, 
the greateſt Perſecutor and Tormentor 
of his Maſter, who accounted his Denyals 
and Oaths more terrible then the Buffet- 
ings and Blows he received from the Fews, 
which made him turn his face from them, 
to view this ungrateful Diſciple,by whom 
he had moſt ſmarted : He was deeply 
wounded by his Denyal, and yet returned 
no other Revenge then a gentle and a 
Gracious Look, ſuch a Look as was able 
ro kill, and revive at once. 

And now having ſpent a whole Night 
in Lingering Torments among the Jews, 
in the Morning they lead him away to 
Pilate, and delivered him over to the Gen- 
tiles, demanding of the Roman nee mon 
Lnat 
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- that he would condemn and execute him 


according to their Sentence. They had 
at that time no Power to put any man to 
Death, or execute for Capital Crimes, or 
at leaft to Crucihe was not in their Pow- 
er,it being a Death not common among 
the Fews, but introduced and inflicted by 
the Remans ; and their hatred to Chriſt 


was {o inveterate. that an eake or an Ho- 


nourable Death would not alay their Fu- 
ry, or ſatisfy their Malice ; It was only a 
Death that had Torment and Pain,Shame 
and Ignominy 1n it, that would farisfie the 
Thirlt of thoſe infatiable:Bloud-hounds. 
And indeed ſo;viſible was their Malice-in 
this Proſecution, that it was eaſily diſ- 
cerned by the Roman Governonr , who 
preſently conceived that they were in this 
violent. Proſecution moved only by Envy 
and Prejudice, althongh they made uſe af 
all the Craft and Subtilty. imaginable; to 
prevent his Diſcovery thereof ; for the 
Council went to Plate in a Body to 'de- 


| liver up their Priſoner, into the hand of 
+ theſfecular Power, and to- demand Judg- 


4 


ment againſthins that fo by their Num- 
ber, the Sacredne(s of their place, andthe 
greatneſs of their ,Aunhority, they might 


| the more eaſily prevail 'with Pzlate, to 


b 2 condemn 
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condemn him withoutthe trouble of anew 
Examination, or ſearching with too much 
Scrutiny into the Merits of his Cauſe , 

hoping that he would conclude from their | 


_— 


Preſence, that ſince ſo many men of their | 


Calling and Gravity, had unanimouſly 
agreed to find him guilty, he muſt un- 
doubtedly be fo, and that therefore he 
could do no leſs then ratify the Sentence 
by Condemning him to Death, and giv- 
ing Order for his ſpeedy Execution. ; 
However P:late had ſomewhat more Juſt- 
ice and Humanity then the Fews, and de- 
manded before: he would: paſs Sentence, 
what Accuſation they brought againſt. 
him: To which thoſe Malicious Rebels > 
( who thought it enough that they had | 
Condemned him, and that the Civil Ma- * 
giſtrate ovght to be their Executioner , | 
imagining that. ſince they had judged, the | 
other was bound to kill ) anſwered, It he | 
were not a Malefactour we would not ' 
have delivered him unto thee, As if they + 
ſhould have {aid,we affirm he is,doſt thou | 


Quettion it ? we have judged him ; what |. 


"needs anew-Tryal? Do you know'who | 
we are? or haſt-thou no 'Valtuation for } 


- our Sacred Prieſthood, or Reſpedt for our | 


extraordinary Sanity ; Had the baſeſt 
an 
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and vileſt among the yulgar complained 
to thee, thou couldeſt but have ſufpeCted 
the truth of their Accuſation, and wilt 
thou be as ſevere with us. Our Gravity 
and Holineſs expected not to be delayed. 
Are we ſo tender as to ſuſpect thy very 
Walls, and refuſe to come within'thy 
Doors , for fear of bcing defiled ; and 
can{t thou imagine that upon a full hear- 
ing, Mature Deliberation, and an Exqui- 
tite Judicial Proceeding, we ſhould have 
Sentenced this Malefactor to Death, had 


\ þe not been Guilty ? And fince he is guil- 


ty, thereneeds no more from thee, but 
only thy command for his Execution. 

But P:lare eaſily looking :thoxow their 
fine pretences, and hating their bloody 
and inhumane ſuggeſtions; replyed, Take 
ye him and judge him according to your Law. 
As 1f he ſhould have faid, YeHypocrites, 
do you pretend Sanctity and Holineſs, 
and yet wickedly urge ſo bloody and in- 
jurions a Violence ? If he be a Malefattor? 
as ye lay, where is your proof? or if it be 
not proved agzinſt him, why ſhould he be 
condemned ? Do you think I will take 
yonr complaint forEvidence, or condemy 
a man unheard, becauſe you ſay he is 
Guilty? No, I will not; and therefore ſince 


b 3 you 
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you have gon ſo far,l will have nothing to 
do with it, therefore take ye him, Cc. 
Thoſe Inhumane Wretches being net- 
led with this ſhort bur ſharp cutting an- 
{wer, became the more fierce in their ac- 
cnſ{ations of the Innocent Jeſus, and the 
more 1mportunate to have him condemn- 
ed, and that they might prevail, they be- 
gan tCrecapitulate his Crimes, charging 
| him with perverting the p2ople, and the 
Crime of Treaſon; ( A Crime which 
hath almoſt in every age been charged up- 
on thoſe who vyvere his Followers) for 
which ſay they he ought to dy 3 but 1t Is 
| not lawſul for us to put any man todeath. 
1 The mention pf Treaſon makes P:lare 
ſtartle, and brings him back again to the 
Judgment Hall, 2lthough he had before 
[| reſol;ed to have no more to do in that 
$ | matter ; where being ſat, the Bleſled Jc- 
| ſus 1s again Arraigned at his Bar, «nd yet 
after the ſtricteſt examination, and the 
exacteit ſcrutiny, the Uprightneſs ard 
Innocency of our Saviour appeared ſo 
bright and convincingly through all thoſe 
falſe and malitious accuſations where- 
with it was clouded,that P:lare once more 
acquits him, and bringing him forth to 


his eager Perfecutors, returned a cold an- 
{wer 
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ſwer to their burning expectations, ſay- 
Ing» I find inhimno Fault at all: As if he 
ſhould have ſaid, I have examined him, 
and I find him not only clear and innocent 
of thoſe Crimes whereof you accuſe him, 
but of all otkers too. 

One would have thought that thoſe 
Blood Thirſty Wretches ſhould by this 
time have been confounded, and for very 
ſhame have let fall their ſuit, or at leaſt 
hive contented themſelves with Plates 
propoſal of chaſtizing him, which would 
have been very unjuſt, ſevere and unmers 
citul,to have chaſtized an innocentperſon; 
but alas, theſe Miſcreants would not be 
put off ſo ; Nothing would content them 
but his life. Plates propoſal was an ex- 
tream Cruelty, but yet it vvas tender 
mercy and compaſſion, if compared with 
theirs. For no Blood vyould fatisfie them 
but that of his Heart, nor no vvay of 
ſpilling, but that vyhich had the greateſt 

mixture of pain and infamy, and had a 
Curſe annext thereto, to make it ſtill the 

more bitter and diſpleaſing. Every death 

Is aCurſe as it js the revyard ofSin,but this 

was more accurſed then the reſt,forwe find 

aCurle more particularly pronounced up- 

ON this, then any other kind of death,v:z . 

b 4 Cur ſed 
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ſea be every one that bangeth on a Tree, 


Pilate however had yet a mind to ſave 
him, and therefore Jaid hold of a certain 
Cuſtom, which was then crept in among 
the Fews ; that at the feaſt of the Paſſover 
the Governour was wont to releaſe them 
a Priſoner in remembrance of their deli- 
verance from Ezyptian Bondage; and 
therefore propoſed our Saviour to be 
releaſed unto them ; and that he might 
be ſure to have him accepted , he pro- 
poſed him with one Barrabas who was 
a Malefaftour , and fo baſe and vile a 
Wretch that he verily thought as well 
he might, that Barrabas would have 
been refuſed, and our Saviour Choſen 
with an unanimous conſent, for this Bar- 
rabbas was a Thief, a Murtherer , a Se- 
ditionary , a moſt prodigious vilain, who 
had by his profligate , and infamous 
Life , rendered himſelf odious and hate- 
ful to all Men; if he ſhould have pro- 
pounded him with ſome other innocent 
and harmleſs Priſoner, he feared the 
Election would be doubtful; but he verily 
thought , he had certainly delivered him, 
by naming him in competition with ſuch 
an obnoxious and deteſtable Wretch. 
But alas theit Malice was beyond all ex- 
ample 
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ample, and their hatred never to be par- 
raltel'd, they were now grown ſhameleſs 
and impudent, as well as Bloody and 
Cruel, and they cryed out not him but 
Barabas. Thus was the Innocent Jeſus: 
refuſed, and a guilty and an obnoxious 
Barabas preferred and choſen before him; 
he muſt be freed from a Priſon. whitſt the 
other remains in the TormentersHands.A 
man, nay one of the baſeſt and vileſt a- 
mong men was pardoned, that the Eter- 
ternal Son of God, the Everlaſting Dar- 
ling of Heaven might be unjuſtly con- 
demned. Barabas muſt be releaſed thar 
Jeſus may be Crucified; 

And now the Fews having thus acted 
their Parts in abuſing and tormenting a 


. SufferingJeſus; The Gerrzles next mount 


the Stage and begin to act theirs. For 
Pilate that Cruel and Unrighteous Jude, 
although he knew as himſelf haddeclared, 
that Jeſus was delivered to him for very 


envy, yet now like a cruel and mercileſs 


Pagan, he turns his proffered Chaſtiſe- 


; ment into ſcourging and ſuch a ſcourg- 


ing that not only galled and rent his Skin, 


* but even made Furrows deep Furrows in 


his Fleſh too; ſo that he who not many 
houzs before had watered the Garden of 
b 5 Geth- - 


ſo expoſed to 
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Gethſemain with the devv of his Sanguine 
Sweat, doth ew pour forth upon the 
Pavement of P:/ates Hall, Whole Showrs 
of his Sacred Blood. O what a world of 
baſe reproaches,inſolent indignities,and 
inexpreſlible Tortures did thy Saviour 
now ſuffer. The Scorns, Reproache3 
2nd Triumph now of his Adverſaries 
had beeen Torment enough, but here 
Pain helps to perfet the miſery 
of him who for thy ſake was now 
wade perfetly miſerable. For beſides 
the Pain and Torment occaſioned by the 
blows, the inflictors of his Stripes were a 
company of grim and barbarousSouldicrs 
who had by cuſtom inured themſelves to 
de Cruel, out of whoſe Hearts pitty was 
expunged, and in whoſe faces were writ- 
ten the characters of death , whoſe very 
trade was to deſtroy, and who dehghted 

in nothing ſo much as in killing 
And as if it were not enough that his 
Bleſſed Body was ſtript naked, and torn 
and rent with Bloody Stripes, he was al- 
the mockage and 
ſport of his inſulting adverſaries, for ha- 
ving diſguiſed him in PurpleRobes,wounx 
ded his Sacred Temples with a Thorney 
Diadem, ſpit vpon his face, buffeted his 
Checks 
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Checks, and Sceptred his hand with 
a Reed , the Barbarous Souldiers, 
the infolent Prelates, and the Ignc- 
rant Rabble, baſely derided him with 
bended knees, wry mouths, and feigned 
and ſcofing Acclamations mixt with mad- 
neſs & fury.One would have thought that 
by this time their fury ſhou{d have been 
ſp2nt, and their Malice ſatiated, but alas 
it ſtill increaſed, for when P:lare brought 
him forth thus diſguiſed and bleeding; 
thus mangled and deformed, the very c- 
pitome of miſery, and the moſt deplo- 
rable odject that eyer eye behe]d, ſo that 
he thought the very fight of him would 
have commanded pity and commiſeration 
from the moſt hardened and obdurate. 
To which purpoſe, and that they might 
know him 1n this diſguiſe, h2 poynted to 
him with an Ecce homo 5 Behold the man, 
behold himy look well upon him ye merci- 
teſs and inſatiable Jews : Behold him in 

his ſhame and reproach, in his blood and 

in his wounds, and ſee how every part Is 

torn and mortifed, and tell me, if he be 

rot now miſerable enough ; ye ſe his 

Cheeks are black and blzw, and his eyes 

ſwoln with blows, his face is b«{labered 


and dcfled with Spittle, his Skin torn. and 
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his Fleſh furrowed with Scourges, and his 
whole Body from Head to Foot, drench- 
ed and bathed in Blood, and would ye yet 
hayemore? Can you think he is able to 


bear, or are you ſo inhumane to irfl Ct 


more on him whom you behold ſo milſera- 
ble already. Notwithſtanding which, they 
-Rilleryed our, Crucifie him, Crucfit him. 
And finding that Plate delayed it, and 
inclined to acquit him, they added, He 
i guilty of Treaſon, he ſpeaketh azaif 
Ceſar, and maketh himſelf a King, and 
if theu doit not condemn him, thou art not 


Czfars Friend ;, which although it were | 


as malitious and as falſe as the reſt, it prc- 
V2iled with the wickcd and unrighteous 
Judg to pals ſentence againſt him to tic 
Crucifizd.. , Rather chuſing in vain to at- 
tempr'the waſhing off the Guilt of this 
Innocent Blood with a Baſon of water, 
then run the hazard of being ſuſpected in 
his Loyalty : which having done,he con- 
demned the Bleſſed Jeſus to be Crucihed, 
or as Saint Lnke phraſes it, He delivered 
bim to theix Will. 

And thy Savionr being thus condemn- 
edtody 3 the unjuſt Sentence was fol- 
lowed with freſh and renewed ſcorns, and 


inſultations and Shouts and Rechmnariegy 
an 
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and Joy, and immediately preparations 
were made for his ſpeedyExecution. Firſt 
they plucked off thoſe Robes wherewith 
he was Arrayed for mockage andderifion, 
which occeſioned incredible pain and tor- 
ment, for being by this time as it were 
glued faſt to his raw and mangled Bodys 
when they were plucked off, Skin and 
Fleſh, and all were pulled away together. 
And being thus ſtripped, he vvas once 
again Arraycd and led to death in his 
ovvn Cloaths, vvhich vyas not done out 
of favour to the deſpiſed Priſoner, but to 
iacreaſe his pain, and render him the 
more remarkable; for by reaſon his bleſ- 
ſed face vvas ſyvelled and difcoloured, 
daubed vvithSpirttle, andbe{ſmeared with 
Blood, it vvas impoſlible he ſhould have 
been knovyvn, but by -# vvonted Habit. 
And this part of the Tragedy being fi- 
niſhed, they bring him. out of the Judg- 
ment-Hall, bearing the Accurfed Tree , 
upon vyhich he vvyas to hang, and bearing 
at once all the Indignities and Tortures 
that Earth and Hell yvere able to inflict, 
and all that Wrath and Curſe vvhich the 
Sins of the Whole World deſerved) and 
hurired him tovyards Golgotha, the place 
of his Execution. - The Streets through- 

vyhich 
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vyhich he paſſed, being every vyhere | 


crouded vvith SpeQtators vvho yvaited to 
ſce this ruſul and Dc-plorable Sight. 
"There thou mighteſt have ſeen the 
MercileſsTormentors of thy innocent Sa- 
viour , although tiey had almoſt killed 


him already, yet now begin a freſh, as if 


they had done nothing before, and con- 
ſtrain his weakned and fainting Nature 
to perform new tasks of pain;they thought 
it not enough to murther him, unleſs they 
alſo made ham bear the Inſtrument of his 

eath, and carry the Croſs on which they 
would Crucifie him,-t hat ſo he might at 
once both ſee and feel his Death even be- 
fore it came, and be a helping Agent in 
his own paſlion 3 He could ſcarce ſtand, 
yet they force him to go ; He could ſcarce 
carry himſelf, and yet they compel him to 
bear his Croſs One kicks him with his 
foot, another ſtrikes him with his ſtaff, 
{ome draw him haſtily forward, whilſt 
others void of all Compaſſion ſpur on his 
unpityed Wearineſs with Angry and in- 
ſulting Commands. 

There mightelt thou have ſeen thy 
Compaſlionate and Mercyful S$1viour,who 
came to redeem thee from Slavery and 


Servitude, ſtand in the true ſtats and 
form 
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form of a Servant, All his former Sut- 
ferrings, though Barbarous and Painful; 
were yet free, but what he now endured 
aSit waS in it ſelf more baſe and ſervile, 
ſo was It more imperiouſly and Tyrannt- 
cally inforced. And yet it was more 
enforc*'d upon him by his own Infinite 
Love and Compaſſion to thoſe vile and 
miſerable” Wretches for whom he dyed; 
then by the Power and Malice of his in- 
ſulting Enemies. 

When once thoſe Bloodſuckers had 
got our Saviour without the Gates of Jc- 
ruſalem, they grew lo eager to ſatiate 
their thirſt with his bloodzthat they were 
impatient of all delay, they had ſported 
and delighted themſclyes with the pain of 
his Lingering Paſſage, and yet accounting 
thePerpetrationof his Murther to contain 
in it a far greater Satisf2&tion, they 
lightned part of his Burthen,that ſo they 
might hurry him with the greater ſpeed 
to his Death. And to do him yet the 
greater Deſpite, and ſhew the laſt effect 
of their Luxuriant Malice, and make the 
unthinking Multitude believe he was re- 
ally Guilty, and that all the ſad Pomp of 
this Bloody Execution was occaſioned by 
nothing elſe but a Real Zeal of Juſtice, 
Wo 
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two Notorious Malef2ors formerly ad- 
judged. to the Gib-it muſt Accompany 
him to, and in his Death ; they were led 
to Death wirhout being ſcourged, or re- 
celving any of-the other abuſes where- 
with he was Tormented, that ſo they 
might appear to be the leaſt Guilty, and 
he ſeem the greateſt Criminal. And 
having thus dragged him to the place of 
Execution, they could afford him no Cor- 
dial to revive his faint and Languiſhing 
Spirits, but Vinegar and Gall. And 
now again do thoſe Mercylels and Barba- 
rous Soulgdiers whoſe very Looks were 
killing, once more lay their rude and boi- 
fterous nands upen him, and having firſt 
torn off his Gore- glued Cloath, ( which 
cleaving faſt to his fl-ad and mangled 
Back and Sides, muſt needs occaſion in- 
credible Pain ) and ſtripped him naked, 
they laid him on the fatal Tree, Racking 
and ſtraining his Tender and Sacred Body 
on the Croſs till you might have told all 
his Bones, and having Tentered his Arms 
and Legs beyond their natural reach,they 
cruelly faſtned them with Cords, unul 
they had with ſtrong lron Nalls driven up 
to the head through his bleſſed hand, and 


the moſt tender and ſenſible part of his: 


Feet, 
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Feet, nailed him firmly and painfully to 
the Croſs. And then lifting of it up and 
ſetting it in its place, the vehemency of 
the concuſſion rent and ſtretched his Joynts 
and Sinews till they crackr again. And 
as he thus hung diitended and tortured on 
the Croſs, his own weight tormented him) 
whillt his whole Body reſted upon and 
had no other ſupport but this afflictive and 
dolorous hold. 

There might'ſt thou have ſeen thy tender 
amd compaſlionate Saviour hanging be- 
tween Heaven and Earth,naked,bleeding, 
forlorn and deſpicable, the very ſpecta- 
cle of miſeries, and the {corn of Earth and 
Hell. - There thou might*ſt have ſeen thy 
Infinite and Omnipotent Creator oppreſ- 
ſed and deſpiſed by his Creatures. The 
God of Glory and the Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth overwhelmed with ſhame and 
confuſion. There thou mightſt have ſeen 
him who 1s the Fountain of Life, and gave 
original and being to every Creature, ex- 
piring in a painfnl and lingring death; and 
he who was God bleſſed for ever, making 
himſelf a curſe, that thou mighteſt be bleſ- 
ſed. He who was Bzauty it (elf, and gave : 
Form and Comlineſs to every Creature, 
without any viſible Form or Comlineſs, 
tO 
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to commend him to the deſires of thoſe 
who beheld him, but he was deſpiſed and 
rej? cted of men, A fan of ſorrows and 
acquainted with grief ,, all thoſe who ſaw 
him; hid as 1t were their faces from him, 
he was deſpiſed, 2nd they eſteemed him 
not; He bore our eriefs and carried OHY 


ſorows, he was ſtricken, {mitten of God 


and zflited; Ter he was wornded for our 
Tranſgrefſſions, he was bruiſed for our Iniqui= 
ries, th e Cheſtiſcment of CHY PEACE MAS HPON 
him, ard with bus Stripes we are healed. We 
like $ Sheep had gone attray, we had turned 
every one to his own way, and the Lord laid 
on him the Iniquity of us all, He was op- 
preſſed, and he was aitlited, and yet he 
opened not his month ; He was brought ds 
aLamb to the llarghter,and as aSneep before 
her Shzereys is Dumb, ſo be opened net his 

mouth, He was taken from Priſon and 
"way Judgment, and cut off ont of the 
Land of the Living; for the Tranſgrelli- 
on of his people was he ſtricken. He made 
his Grave with the wicked, and with the 
Tich in his death; te had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth, yet 
it plz2ſed the Lord to bruiſe him, 2nd 
put him to grief, when he mage hzs Soul an 


offering for Sin, Iſa. 53. 
And 
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And did the Bleſſd Jeſus ſuffer all :hzs 
for thee, and canſt thou or wilc thou think, 
much td ſuffer a little for him? did he thus 
—_ dyeto ſave thee, and wilt not 
thou if he require it, willingly dye to be 
with him? eſpecially if thou conſidereſt, 
that notwichſtanding the pain and tor- 
ments of h:s Body, which he willingiyun- 
derwent for thee, were ſo exceſlive, yet 
the Sulterings of h:s Sonl, the nature and 
extent whereof I am no way able to de- 
{cribe, vvas vaſtly, nay infinitely greater; 
{o that there vvas no more agreement 
betvveen the external Sufferings of his 
Body, and the internal Sufferings of 5 
Soul, thenit you ſhould compare the 
ſmalleſt grain of Sand with the higheſt 
Mountainza Gloworm to the Sun, or anAt-= 
tom to theUn:verſe.For although he made 
not a local deſcent into Hell, yet he indu- 
red as great, nay infinitely greater Tor- 
ments then the Damned in Hell, for there 
every one bears only the puniſhment of 
their ovvn Sins, but he indured thePurrſh- 
ments of all our fins, even all that Wrath 
and Curſe vyhich vvas Merited by all the 
fins of the Many Thouſands and Millions 
of thoſe vyho are and ſhall be ſaved. They 
are alvvays luffering, but he ſuffered all 
al 
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at once upon hz Soul, They are alvvays 
ſuffering, but can never ſatisfiz, becauſe 
they are not able to bear an infinite we:ght 
of Wrath and Divine Vengeance, and 
thereby m3ke ſatisfaction to an Infinite 
Juſtice, vyhich they had vvronged and 
injured, but he bore an Infinite Weight 
of Wrath, and Indignation, and thereby 
rendered a compleat and full ſatisfaction 


to Divine Juſtice for all thoſe vvrongs . 


and injuries vvhich thou and [ have done, 
and for vvhich thou and I muſt other- 
vviſe have been ever {uffering, but could 
never have {atisfed. 
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? Mr. Richard Baxter. 


R. Richard Baxter, That ho- 
ly and Heavenly man of God, 
ſpeaking concerning the 

| reſt, that the Saints ſhall ' 

have in Heaven from all their Afflictions, 

' hath theſe ſweet and comfortable words. 

As we ſhall reſt from Temptations , 
ſo alſo from all Abuſes and Peſecutions 
| - whichwe ſuffer at the hands of Wicked 

| men. We ſhall be ſcorned, derided, Im- 

| priſoned, butchered by them. no more; 

| B The 
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*The Prayer of the Souls under the Al- 
tar will then be anſwered, and God will 
avenge their biood on thoſe that dwell 
oa the Earth. This 1s the time for 
Crowning with 7 horns, Buffeting, ſpit- 
ting on; That is the time for crowning 
with Glory : Now the Law is decreed 
on, that whoſoever will live Godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecutions ; 
T hen they that {iff-red with him, . ſhall 
be glbrificd with him. Now, we. muſt 
Le hated of all men for-Chriſts Names 
{ake, and the Goſpel; then will Chriſt 


be admired in his Saints that were thus. 


hated. Now, becauſe we are not of the 


World, but. Chriſt hath taken us-our of ' 


the World; therefore doth the World 
hate us; 'Then becauſe we are not of the 
World, bur taken out of their Calamity, 
therefore will the World admire us, 
Now, as they hated Chritt they will alſo 
hate vs ; The?\ as they will honour Chriſt, 
iſo will they alſo honour us. We are here 
as the ſcorn and off-ſcouring of aſl things, 
as men ſet up for a gazing Stock to An- 
gel3 and men, even for ſigns and Wonders 
160, amongſt Profeſling Chriſtians; They 
put us out of their Synagogues, and caſt 
out our name as cvil, and ſeparate us 
from 
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from their Company. Burt we ſhall then 
be as.much gazed at for our Glory, and 
they will be ſhut out of the Church of 
the Saints, and ſeparated from us, wiie- 
ther they will or no. They now think 
it ſtrange, that we run not ith them to 
all exceſs of riot , ſpeaki''g evil of us, 


| 1 Fer, 4+4.T hey w.k : then tl: 41k more ſtrange, 


tot they ran not with us in the d:ſpiſed 
ways of God ;, end ſpek evil of themſelves 7 
and more vehcmencly befool them:elves 
for their careleſsneſs, than ever they did 
us for our Heavenlineſs. A poor Chri- 
ſtian can ſcarce go along the ſtreets now, 


' . but every one 1s pointing the finger in 


.- ——_— 


ſcorn, bur then they would be glad of the 


Crumbs of his Happineſs. 

The 1ich man would ſcarce have believ- 
ed him, that would have told him, that he 
ſhould beg for Water from the tip of La- 
Lay Ms finger. Here is a great change ! 
Wecan ſcarce now pray In our Families, 
or ſing praiſes, but our voice isa Vexati- 
onto them. How muit ic needs torment 
them then, to ſee vs praitling and Rejoy- 
cing, while they arc howling and lament- 
ing ? How full haye their P;iſons often 
been, and how bitter their rage ? How 
have they ſcattered rocir Carcaſics Gn the 
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earth, and delighted themſelves in the 
blood of Saints? How glad would they 
have been, if they could have brought 
them to ruine, and blotted out their name 
from under Heaven? How have they 
prepared like Haman, their Gallows ? 
and 1f God had not gain-ſaid it, the Ex- 
ecution would have been anſwerable; but 
he that fitteth in Heaven did laugh them 
\ 'to ſcorn, the Lord had them in Derifion. 
'O how full were their hearts of blood, 

. and their hands of Cruelty ! So that the 
next Generations that knew them not, 
will ſcarce believe the fury of their Pre- 
deceſſors Rage.Bleſſed be the Guardian of 
theSaints, who hath not ſuffered the pre- 
valency of that Wrath,which wonld have 
over-done the Gunpowder Treaſon, the 
Tarkiſh Slavery, the Spaniſh Inquiſition, 
and rhe French M:ſſacres. But the Lord 
of Hoſts hath often brought them down, 
and his Power and Juſtice hath abated 
, their Fury, and raiſed to his name ever- 
laſting Trophies, and ſet up many a Mo- 
nument for Remembrance, which God 
forbid ſhould be forgotten. $So ler all 
thine incurable Enemies periſh O Lord. 
When the Lord maketh Inquiſition for 
blood, he will remember . the precious 
blood, 


for Perſecnted Saints. ,, +5 


blood, which they have ſhed.: and the 
earth ſhall not cover it any more.. . 

The Jeſuites hopes are, that they fhall 
yet again have a prevailing day. If they 
ſhoala, we know where their rage will ſtop. 
They ſhall purſue but as Pharaoh to ther 
own Deſtruttion ; And where they fall, we 
ſhall paſs over ſafely anaeſcape them for e« 
ver, for our Lord hath told them that whie 
ther he goes, they cannet come. When 
their Flood of Perſccution 15 dried up, and 
the Church called out of the Wilderneſs, and 
the New Jeruſalem come dows from Hea- 
ven, and Mercy and Juſtice are filly gleyi- 
fied, then ſhall we feet their fury no more, 
There is xo erwl mockings and Sconrgin?sy 
noBonds or Impriſonments no ſtoning or [uw 
ing aſunder, tempting or ſl :ying with the 
Sword, wanarins in Sheep-Skins or Goat=- 
Skins, in Deſerts and Mountains, Dins or 
Caves of the Earth ;, no more bing dijrb ute, 
afflicted, tormented, we leave all this bil. ind 
us, When o:ce we enicr the City of or reſt |; 
The Names of Lollards, Hvgcnots, Purt- 
tans, Ronndheads are ot there uſed . the 
Inqurſitlon of Spain zs there eryaeuntd ; 
tne Statute of the ſix Articles is there re- 
pealed, and the Law de Hercticis Combu- 
rendis more juſtly executcd ;, the D.te of 
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the Interim & then expired ;, unrighteous fi- 
lencing and Suſpendiig aye then more then 
fuſpendid. no Cenſures to loſs 'f Mrmbers, 
9.” Impriſonment. Cb; ift 4 nat there cloath- 
ed in 4 G 079 00189 Robe, and bindfelded, 1.0Y 
do they Imue him and |. y Read who ſtruck 
thee: Nor & Ti#th cl thed with the Robes 
of Error, ard ſmitten for that which it m ſt 
diredily contradifteth ; nor a Schitmatih, 
wettard, ard a Samt blredins : Ner eur 
friends ſr are us while they t. be us for thtiy 
E emies ; there 35 none of this blind mad 
Hork F.(Y 7, 

Dear Brethren, you that can attempt 
no work of God withor:t Reſiſtance, and 
find yon mn!t etther loſe the love of the 
World, or el'e the love of God ard your 
E:ern*] Salvation ; Conſiter in Heavcn 
you ſhal! have no diſconraging company, 
n0r any, but who will further your work, 
2nd gli1ly joyn heart and voice with you 
In your Everlaſting joy and praifes. Till 
the: poll. fs your Souls in P2tiercc, bind 
a!l R-pro"ches 25 2 Crown to your heads; 
cſtcem rho2m greater riches than the 
Wortids Treaſrres : Accomt It m>t'er 
of joy, when you f:ll into Tribulation: 
Yom kave ſeen that our God 1s able to 
deliver us; but, this is nothing to our fi- 
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nal deliverance ; H2 will recompence 
Tribulation to them that trouble you 3 
and to yo! th-t.ar? troubled, Reſt with 
Chriſt. See to this Brethren. that none 
of yon ſuffer as an evil doer, as a refiſter 
of rhe Commands of [,2awfu] Anthorit ys 
as ingratefi1l to thoſe that have heen In» 
ſtruments of eur gond,, as evil Speokere 1- 
gainſt Dignities, as Oppoſers of rhc Dt- 
ſcipiine end -Ardinmnces of Caritt , 2s 
ſcornful Revilers of your Chartftion Ri, 
thren, as Roproxchers of a La5o1005 , 
judicions , ronfri-n ions Miniftry 4 Fe 
But if any of you ſuff:r for the Name of 
Chriſt, happy are ye; for the Spirit of 
God and of Glory reſteth unon yen 1, and 
if any of you begin to ſhriak and draw 
back hecauſe of Oppoſition, and are A- 
ſhamed eirher of your work or your M1- 
ſter, let ſuch a one know to his face,thar 
he is but 2 baſe ſpirited Cowardly wretch, 
and curſedly naderv:]1eth the Svints 
reft, and fooliſhly oyeryalueth the thirgs 
below, and Chriſt will renonnce him and 
be aſhamed of him hefore his Farher and 
the AngeI< of Heaven. But for thoſe that 
have held faſt their Integri:y. and gone 
through good report and eyil repor: , 
and nnJer29ne the Violeace of vn- 
B4 realonable 
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reaſonable men, let them hear the word 
of the Lord; Year brethren tht hated 
you, that caſt you out for my name ſake, 
ſad, Let the Lord be glorificd ;, they had 
good words, and goudly Pretences; but he 
ſhall appear to yeur joy, and they ſhall be 
aſhamed y Tſa. 66 F Tour Redicmcy is 
ftrong, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name, he 
ſhall throuzhly plead your cauſe, thit he may 
give Rejr to us People and Di ſquietneſs to 
their Encmits, JCr. 50. 34. 


_— — 


———_ een ene tee, 


Mr. Edmund Calamy. 


R. Edmund Calamy, though upon a- 
nother Text, yet to the ſame 
rpoſe, ſpeaks thns ; 

"yon _ Perf: cuted for Chriſts ſake, 
Medita'e on Matth. 5. 10. Blifſed are 
Fly which are Perſccuted for Righteouſneſs 
ſuhe, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven , 
1 Pet. 4. 12, 13, 14 Beloved think. a not 
ftrange concerning the ficry tryal which 5 
ro try you, 4s though ſome ſtrange an, 

h:1pp ned unto you : But Re joyce in 4s muc 
81 you are 4 arochors of Chriſts Sufferings ; 
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that when his glory ſhall be revealed, ye may 
be glad alſo with exceeains joy. If yebe 
reproached for the name of Chriſt, happy 
are ye ;, ſor the Spirit of Glory and of God 
reſteth upon you 7 on thiuir part he is evil 
ſpoken of,, but on your part be xs glorified, 
P{al. 94- I2. Bl:fſed us the man that thou 
chaſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him out of 
thy Law. The promiſes are the Anchor 
of Hope ; Hope 1s called the Anchor of 
the Soul ſure and ſteadfaſt, Heb. s. 9. 
Burt the Promiſes are the Anchor of 
Hope, ſince Hope 1s grounded on a Scrip- 
ture promiſe. 

The Old Teſtament Saints would not 
accept deliverance upon ſinful terms, 
becauſe they hoped for a better Reſur- 
rection, Heb. 11, A Diſtreſſed Chriſtian 
will obj:& and ſay , Though the Promi-- 
ſesare rare Cordizals, and ſhall all of thgn 
be certainly fulfilled, yet God is often- 
times long in fulfilling them, and while 
God is fulfilling his Pi omiſe 1 may periſh 
in my affliction. 

Arſw. It cannot he denied that God is 
oftentimes long in ſulfiling his Promiſes; 
ne promiſed, 7h te Srca of th: IVomar 
ſhor.ld bruiſe the Serpents head. Gen. 3.15. 
But it was four tnonſavd years be fore 
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the P-omile was atually accompliſhed. 
H- prcmileth to avenge his EleCt of all 
[i encir criemics, rodo ic ſpeedily. Luke 18. _ 
(4 7- And the Souls under the Altar cry , , 
lis How loig Lord, Holy and Ti ue ? when wilt ) } 
| thou avenge eur Blood? Rev. 6. 10. But 
[| this 1s not yet fulkiled. Nay, I muſt add, 
li that God is not onely a long time per- 
| forming his Promiſes, but ſometimes in- 
ſtead or performing of them he ſeems to 
| the eye of Ficſh and Blood to walk con- 
| trary to them. Somecrimcs the Providen- 
ces of God run croſs to his Promiſes. 
God promiſed to make D=vid King; In- 
ſite:d of thits hu is Perfecuted by Saul, as 
a P.rt1;age upon the Mountains; he 1s ; 
driven to that extremity, that he begins 
to doubt of Gods Promiſe, and to ſay, 
that one day he ſhould dy by the hand of 
Sg. God promiſed to Joſeph, that the 
un: Meon,and Stars ſhould worſhip him), 
and that his Sheaf ſhouJd be lifred up a- 
bove the Sheaf of his Brethrer ;, but he 
finds the quite contrary, his Brethren 
{ek to fliy him, fell him into Fgyp, and 
there he is put into Priſon as on? quite 
forſzken of God. Bur yet notwithitan- 
ding all this, that though the way of God 
mn performing his P:omules be very MY 
CL 1- 
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ſerious and Secret, yet at laſt he will per- 
form every Jota and Title of then 
Thus David was at laſt made King of 1/- 
rael, and Foſeph Lord of Egypt, and his 
Brethren came all ro worſhip him. 

Queſt. How muſt we carry and behave 
our ſelves at ſuch times, when Proviaences 
ſeem to yun croſs unto Gods Promiſes. 

Anſ. Art ſuch times there are three 
things required of us, 1ſt. It is our duty 
to wait patiently and believingly Ull 
Providences and Promiſes meet together 
Iſa. 8, 16. The Prophet there ſpeaks of 
a Glorious Promiſe; and adds, that a 
true S2int will wait Gods time, which 1s 
the fitteſt and beſt time, he will patient- 
ly expect, till God fulfil his promiſe. He 
will do as the Martyr did, who might have 
eſcaped privately out of Priſon, and was 
rempted to it by his friends; but anſwe- 
red,he wouldnotgoout of Priſon when his 
enemies wouid have him, for they woul& 
make him tarry longer than he ſhould; 
nor yet when his friends would have him, 
for they would have him tarry a leſſer 
time then he ſhould ; but he would come 
out when God would have him. Gods 
time 15 the beſt and they are ſoon enovgh 
delivered, who are dclivercd in Gods 

12a 


x2 Precious cordial comforts. 


way and at Gods time. This then is 
thy great duty ( O Chriſtian )) to wait 
patiently and behevingly,and not to ſeek 
by unlawful ways to be rid of thy miſeries, 
as Daviddid by gong to the Philiſtines ; 
and as miny In Queen Marres days did, 
by yiclding to the Popiſh Superſtitions. 
To help you to wan Gods leaſure,holding 
Faith and a good: Conſcience, you. have 
many rare and pretious Promiſes made 
ro theſe that wait upon him. ». You have 
four Attributes in God to ſupport you, 
his Farth{ulneſs, Almightineſs, Infinite 
Goodneſs, and Wiſdom He is faithful, 

and not one title of his Word ſhall fail;, 
he is Almighty,and able to do whatſoever 
he hath promiſed; he is infinitely Wiſe, 
to know the bcſt time and ſeaſon, and in- 

finitely good and loving to his Children, 
2nd doth not willingly affl:ct them, but 
will raaxe haſte to. heip them. 2. It is our 
d1Ly to live upon promiſes, while Provis 

dences ſeem to run croſs tg. pramiſes. 

Fhis is the meaning of A&-bac. 2. 4. The 

Ja} ſhell lrueby Farnth, When they have 

nething elſe they can live on, when: ſenſe 
and reat@n tell them they are undonegthen 
þalithey live by Faith on the promiſes, 
21d nX 9ncly liye pati:ntly, but comfor- 
tably 
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tably and joyfully, as the ſame Propher, 
Hab.3 17. 1houghthe Fig Irce did net 
bl:ſſom, thous h there was not a Grape inthe 
V ine, nor Corn in the ficld, yet he would 
rejoice inthe Lord, and joy in the God of h1s 
Salvation. This life did Paul live when 
the Ship in which he was, was ready to be 
drowned, when there was neither Sun- 
light,-nor Scar-light, yet he was exceed- 
ing chearful, becaulte God had promiſed 
to preſerve him, and thoſe wich him. By 
living the hfe of Faith, God 1s much 
honoured: and the Sout much refreſhed. 
2. Prayer, that will reconcile Gods pro- 
miſes and Gods di{penſations, and cauſe 
them to meet & torkils one another-For 
as the Promiles-are the ground of Prayers, 
ſo Prayers are the divine ways and means 
of obtaining the promiſes. Though God 
hath made many glorious and precious 
promiſes to hits Children : Yet he. per- 
forms them to thoſe that by Prayer 
ſeek them at his hands. When IVathur 
told David what great things God had 
promiſed to: him, he went into Gods 
houſe to' pray for them, 2 Sam. 7. The 
Prophet //a. mention eth a glorious pro- 
mile, 1a. 43. 25. But he adds Put me in: 
rementbrance Verl. 20, Thus Exckiel 36. 
37> 


14 Precious coratal comforts 


37. [will yet for this be enquired of by the 
houſe of Iſrael ; and therefore when you 
read the promiſes of the Bible, remem- 
ber whatloever God makes a promiſe, 
you mult make a Prayer; and that Pray- 
er will naſten the fulfilling of the Promi- 
Ces. Yon mult Pray becauſe the Viſion 
is for an appointed time, though it 
tarry, wait for it,for it will ſucely come, 
Hab 2. 2. Thus did Daniel when he un- 
derſtood the time approached, he Pray- 
ed, Dan. 9.21 3- Thus did David, Pſal. 
56. 9, 10. & 57. 1,2. Thus muſt you do. 
Patience, Faith and Prayer, are three du- 
ties which God more eſpecially requires 
of us in theſe days, wherein Gods Pro- 
vidences ſeem to run quite croſs unto his 
Promiſes. The Lord give us Grace to 
practiſe them. | 


——_ Doo 


Mr. Joſeph Allen. 


ME Joſeph Allen, 72 a heavenly and 


Soul refreſhing Letter to a Alinifter 
in Priſon, writes thus : 


It was but a little after my releaſe from 
my 
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my own Confinement, but. I heard of 
yours,and now write unto you as one that 
hath taken an higher degree than ever, 
and more truely honourable, bcing com- 
menced Priſoner of Chriſt. It is our real 

glory to be throughly conformed toJeſus 
Chriſt,not onely in his SanCtity, but 1n his 
Sufferings« Paul counted. all thing s but dung 


for thus, that he might win Chriſt, and 


know the Fcllow(hip of. his Sufferings, arid 
be made conformable unto his death. 1 doubt 
not but your Conſolations im Chriſt do much 
more thay ſuperabound in all your Tribula- 
tzons for him. Yet let me add this cordial, 
That now you have a whele ſvoal of Promiſes 
come unto Yeu, Which you had not before, I 
mean all the Proniſes to Suffering Saints, in 
wh.ch they have not an immeatate but oncly 
a remoter right, unleſs in a Suff cring State * 
aud he hath gotten well that hath gotten 
ſuch a number of exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes, If the men of the world do 
fo rejoice, when ſuch or ſuch an eſtate is fal- 
len wito them, how much more ſhould you 
that have ſuch a Treaſure of Promiſes fallen 
unto you? Fhis I cantell you, that the PYor 
miſes of God were never ſo ſweet in this 
world to me, as in and ſince my Impriſened 
State. Othe Bottomleſs Righes of the Cove- 
nanz 
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nant of Gyace! It ſhames me that Thave let 


ſuch a treaſure ly by ſo long, and have made. 


ſo tittle uſe of it. Never did my Soul 
know the Heaven of a Believers life, till I 
learnt to bive a Life of praiſe, and by more 
frequent conſider ation to ſet home the Riches 


of the Divine Promiſes, to which 1 truſt . 


th-ough Grace I am maas an Heir, Nay 
ours and ottr peoples converſat.ons preach 
ths, tnat there 15 4 reality in what God 
bath promiſed, that Heaven is worth the 
venturing for;, That the Sufferings of this 
preſent time are much inferiour to the 
glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 

Sir ,it is but a very litele time that Pri- 
ſons ſhall hold us, or that we ſhall dwell in 
Dirty Fleſh, Porphery tells us of Plotinus 
that be was aſhamed to ſec himſelf in the 
Budy, to ſee the Divine and Immortal Soul 
in a Priſon of Fleſh, for fo they beld the Bo- 
dy to be. But the worſt ſhackles are thoſe of 
Sin; well, they muſt fhortly off all together. 
Sure our Lord is gone to prepare a place 
for ns, yea and he will come-again, and 
reccive us to himſelf, that where he is, 
there we may be alſo. We know before- 
hand we ſhall then be uppermoſt, Our Lord 
hath ſhewed us where our place ſhall be,even 


"at brs own right-hand, and what he pill ſay 
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to us, Come ye Bleſſed, &c. Surely we ſhall 
ſtand in his Tudgmert ;, be hath promiſed, 
to ftand our Friend, 

Let us look for that joyful day z as ſure 
as there is a God that day will come, and 
then it will vo wll with us. What ;f Bonas 
abide ns for a ſeaſon? This is nothing but 
what our Lord hath told us, The world ſhall 
rejoice but ye ſhall weep and lament, you hill 
be ſorrowful, but yeur ſorrow ſh-:ll be rurn- 
"into joy. Oh how revivirg are h:s woras, 
F will ſee you ag ain, and your heart ſhall re- 
goice, and your joy no mantakgth away from 
you. With what joy ſhorld we do and ſuffer 
for God, who have his truth in pawn that 
we ſhall be Crowned in Heaven. 

Verily they are wonderful preparati- 
ons that are making for us, the Lord pre- 
Pares a place and make us to hePartakers. 
It was the higheſt commendation, that 
ever that worthy R. Baxter received, 
which fell from the Pen of his ſcof- 
fing adverſary. Tilenus, who faith of 
him, Totum Puritaniſmum Totus Spi- 
rat, 
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Mr Richard Allen. 


'R. Richard Allen, Speak/ng to the 

Encouragement of Gods Peopl- fo 

hola on in the way of Godlineſs, hth th: fe 
comfortable ſayings: 

Not only your Brethr-n, the $S141nts 
and Angels, who are all praying for your 
peace, and fſecking your £o0od, but your 
Enemies alfo,the Dragon with 311 his Ar- 
' miles, are at. work for you. All the Coun- 
cels of 9 Worlds y ſitting 
upon the very matter; God hath call-d 
them together for this purpoſe, the Pope 
with all hisCorclave, the Jeſuites, Prieſts, 
Monks and Fryars with all their Covents; 
yea the Devil with all his Conchve of 
Hell,are all at work for the good cfSaints. 
Its true they mean not, nor intend any 
ſuch thing,their Deſigns are again{t you ; 
they count they are working for them- 
ſelves,as tis ſaid concerning the 4ſſyrian, 


<= 


Ifa. 10 6, 7. God ſent him forth upon a de- | 


ſign of bis own, to execute his Councel in the 


| 


| 


— Ng 


4 


| 


peniſhing of Hypocrites, to purge out the | 


Chaff | 
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Chaff from the Wheat  Never:hl:{s be 
meaneth not ſo. neither doth his heart think 
ſo; The Aſſyrian minds not what Gods 
deſign Is, but follows his own deſign , 
$ghts for melt; hut Go1s deſign is 
{till carricd on ty him, thovg" he think 
not of it. Our Lord beats thc Devil with 
his own V Veapons, by tl ofe very m<3ns 
purging his Saints by whicn he endex- 
vours to pollute them. making thoſe very 
Perſecuttons by which he labours ro force 
them from Holineſs, to fix them in i ; a 
f:wnirg-world does them more miſchief 
thena fumiag Devil, by that the Devil 
hath caſt up his Cards, he will find him- 
ſelf a loſer by all his rage. Chriſtians 
comfort your hearts, thoſe floods thatare 
caſt forth'againſt you ſhall wah your the 
whiter, and make you more meet to be 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the S:ints 
I-Light ; your Purgatory prepares you 
for your Paradiſe. Sinners, whatever 
your mind be 1n Perſecuting the Saints, 
you ſhall never debauch them by ir; if 
that he your azm,you miſtake your courſe; 
the living Spark which God hath kindled 
In them, will not be blown out, but blown 
up by your puffing at it ; the dirt you caſt 
upon them doth {cour them the brighter 3 


you 


20 Precious cordial comforts 


you take the beſt courſe you can to keep 
them cloſer to the Lord and his way; 
The warm Sun will more hazard the loſs 


of their g4rmenes than the bluſtring wind; | 


the Spirit of the Lord within them will 
be too hard for Hell with all its black re- 
grment, and will not only ſecure them, 
but advance them yet higher by all their 
Aſſaults. Theſe Stars ſtine the brighteſt 
when the night 1s darkeſt; when you have 
done your worſt, it will be the better 


with them. Though they will not thank | 


you, yet they will thank God for what 


they have ſuffered by you, your faces are , 


too foul to draw them into your love , 
and yet not fierce enough to drive them 
into your fear. 

Satan try thy utmoſt ſtrength and skill, 
and if thou loſeſt not by thine own play 


at laſt, if thou findeſt nor the people of 


God gotten nearer heaven by thy at- 
temprs of plucking them down to hell, 
then let thy lies be believed before the 
everlaſting Goſpel. Chriſtians make me 
not aſhamed in this fame confident boaſt- 
ing of you : the honour of Gods truth 
and faithfulneſs lies at ſtake. 
ſaid, By this ſhall their iniquity be porg” 


ed , and this ſhall bs 4 fruit 20 take | 


anay 


He hath / 


—_— 


— 


| 
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away their Sin. God hath ſzid,All things 
ſhall Work for good tothem, they ſhall 
not be the worle but the better for all 
that befalls them; they ſhall-love me and 
my holy ways the more, they hall cleave 
untemethe cloſer , they ſhall be more 
pure and more tender, by all they ſuffer 
for righteouſneſs ſake; they ſhall love 
conſcience,and their integrity and faith- 
fulneſs to it never the worſe, for that 
it hath coſt them ſo dear , but ſhall 
Prize it the more , and be the more 


| wary and tender how they pollute and 


turn aſide from it. God hath adven- 
tured deep upon you » make not him 
a lyar; the devill and his inſtruments 
will be ready to ſay concerning you 
as once he did to the Lord concern- 
ing his ſervant Fob, Put them intoour 
power,let ushave the handlingof them 
awhile, and thou ſhalr' quickly ſee what 
ruth there 1s in them; they?*l curſe 
thee to thy face, they1 deny thee to 
thy face; they*l be aſhamed of their 
God and their Godlineſs. Let God be 
true, Chriſtians, and the Devil a Lyar. 
Let the World and their black Prince 
ſee that they cannot make you miſe- 
rable, becauſe they cannot make you 
linnecs 
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ſioners as themſclyes. Be able to ſays 
Though all this te come upon us, our 
heart is not turned back from thee, 
neither havc we declined from thy ways. 


-—— _—_—_— 


Mr. Joſeph Cary!. 


R.JoſephCary] /ith, When God doth 
Juſily uje wicked men to punſh or 
Corrctt hes peojle, they doe thetr own will, 
and tuty bave their own way ; but God 
bath his way t.o : he over-rules them to 


effebt his buſaneſs «t that time ;at it ts ſaid of 


——_ — — 


the King of Aſſyria, O Aſſyrian, therod of \ 


mine «anger , 1 well ſend kim againſt Ax 
bypocriticall Nation, and againſt the people 
of my wrath will I give him charge ; how 
be it , he meantth not ſo, neither doth by 
beart think, ſo, Iſa. 10. He hath purpoſes of 
his own. So, th:y that art agitated by Sa- 
tan, and provoked by him, they think not 


" [o, they think, not they are doing the will 


and work, the dirty drugery of the Devil , 
but the tr uth is they do it all the while, As 
it is ſaid in the Revelation, The Devil ſhall 
caſt ſome of you into priſon ; it was not 
the Devil ia perſon, wt was the Diugl in: 
br 


——_——_—_— © —_— 
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his ſeconds cr Servants. And theſe men 
litil: thought that they did the Devils ſer- 
vice at that time; if one ſhould have come 
and told them Tow are now doing the 
Devils work, anda undertaking a piece of 
Service for him, you are ſo many Inſtru- 
ments and agents for Hcll , they would not 
have belicvedit, But the truth ts it was 
the Devils work, It is a fearfull thin 

to p:rſccute or oppreſſe the peopl- of God 
Such in ſ.ruing their own luſts , are 
indced the right hand of Satan, the De- 
vils hirelings, 


—— — _ — — — | ——_———— 


Dr. John Owen. 


R. John Owen, that Pious and Learn- 

ea Divine, comforting the godly with 

the afſured hope that God will plead thrgr 
cauſe againſt their Enemies, ſays thus : 
Judgment ſhall at length overtake 
them, andGo4 will revenge on them the 
Stas and Proyocations, eſpecially the 
Perſecuticns and Blood, of them that 
went before- them, and lead them in- 
to theic Apoſtacy. So when -he ſhall 
come 
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come to deſtroy Myſtical Baby/-7, or 
the Antichriſtian Church-ſtate, it is 
{aid, That in her was found the Blood 
of the Prophets, and of Saints, and of 
all that were ſlain upon the earth, Kev. 
18. 24. Even the Blood of Saints, that 
was ſhed by Pagan Rome, ſhall be aven- 
ged on Antichriſtian Rome, after ſhe 
hath eſpouſed the cauſe,. and walkcd in 
the way of the other, juſtifying in her 
own practiſe, what they had done. Yet 
is there a day of patience continued unto 
thisIdolatrousPerſecuting Church, partly 
that they may fill up the meaſure of their 
Iniquities, and partly that God may by 
the word and means of Grace gather out 
all his people from amongſt them accor- 
ding unto his Calls , Rev. 8. 14. And our 
ſlowneſs in coming forth from them is 
probably one means of prolonging' the * 
day of her deſolation, And now the. 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſeems to ſay unto his 
people, what the Angel faid unto Lor, 
when he led him out of Sodom, 
Alake haſte to eſcape, for he could not 
do any thing till he was cſcaped, Gen: 
19. 22. AndI hope the time 1s approach- 
ings wherein he will deal with his'peo- 
ple, as the Angel did with Zor, yerſe 16. 
They 


#7 
wo & 


| 
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They are apt to linger ard know. nor. 
how to leave the outward accommodati- 
on of the BabyleniſhSrate,nor clear them- 
ſelves of innumerable prejudices recelv- 
ed therein. But he being merciful unto 
them, will at length lay hold on chem by 
the word of his Power. 


Mr, Jobn Flaell. 


R F.-nFl-v |, ſp:aking to the com- 
| fort and ſupport of the godly un- 
der ſome troubles, does thus encourage 
them. 

When the Church, like the Ship in which 
Chrift and his Diſciples were," is oppreſſed, 
and ready to periſh in the Waves of Perfe- 
cution, then goed ſouls are ready to fork 
and be ſhipwr.k! too uf on the Billews of their 
own fear. Icornfeſs moſt men rather need 
a Spur then Reins in thus caſe, and yet ſome 


fit down as overweighead with theNſenſe of 


the Churches trou-les. The loſs of the Ark 
coſt old Eli his life ;, The [1d p:ſtare Jery- 
falem lay il, made good Nehe m1iahs CME &- 
nance change in the midſt of all the pleaſures 
and - 
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and accommodations of the Court, Neh. 2,2, 


Ab this goes cloſe to honeſt, hearts But 


though God allow, yea con:mand the moſt a- 
wakned apprehenſions of theſe Calamties, 
and in ſuch a day cail ro motrning and wee- 
ping, giraing with SackcAloth, Ia: 272. 13 
and ſeverely threatens the inſenſivle, Amos 
6, 1. Tet it ao'h not pleaſe him to ſee you ſit 
deſpairing «sEl1jah under the: niper- tree, 
1 Kings 19.4. Ah! Lord God take away 
my life allo. J1Vo; Mourncrs ye may and 
eught to be, and complain to God you may, 
bit to Complain againſt God you muſt not. 
I erat it is bard for him that preferreth Sj- 
ON to his chief joy, to ke ep his heart that it 
ſonk, ct velow the aue ſeriſe of its troubles ;, 
and yet this may be done by the uſe of ſuch 

heart-cſt abliſhing direftions as theſe, 
Settle this Iruth tm "your Hearts , 
That no trouble befals Sicn , but 
it s by the permiſſion of Sions God , 
and he permits nothing, out of which ke 
will not bring much good to his people at I-ft. 
Tnere is as tru'y a principle of quietneſs in 
the per milting as in the commanding power 
ef God, Sic David, im 25am. 16,10. It may 
be God hath bidden him; and #2 Chriſt, 
Fobn.19. 11. Thou couldſthave no pow= 
er againſt me, except it were ſy 
| rom 


— 
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from above, it ſhould much calmour ſpi- 
rits, that it is the Will of God to ſuffer 
it ; and had he not ſuff-red it, 'it (could 
never have bcen as1t is- This very cor- 
ſideration quieted Job, El:, David, «He- 
Yckiah ; that the Lord did 1t,wa's enough 
ro them : If the Lord will have Son 
ploughed as a field, and her ſtoves lye'in 
the quſt ;, If it be his pleaſure that Antt- 
chriſt ſhall rage —_— 2nd wear Out th? 

Siints of the Moſt High : If it be his will 
that a day of trouble, & of treading dow 
and of perplexity by the Lord God of 
Hoſts,ft.all be np0n the valley of viſions, 
that the wickcd ſhall devour the manthat 
1s more righteous than he, what are we 
that we ſhould conteſt with God ? Fit ir 
1s that we ſhould be rchigned up to his 
Will. 

The God that Created us ſhoula diſpoſe of 
us as he pleaſcth. But then if we prr ſue this 
argument further, by conſtaer: ing that Gods 
Fermiſſions ao all meet at laſt in the real 
£ood of hys people, tneſe may much more Com- 
poſe our ſpirits. Do the enemies carry a- 
way the good Figs, even the beſt among the 
people 1nto C. / mer ? This looks like a [a4 
providence.* But yet, God ſends them thither 
for their good, Jer. 24. 5- Doth God take 
C 2 | the 
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the Aſſyrian 4s 4 ſtaff in his hand to beat his 
people with? T hoſe blows are ſmart, and 
make them cry; bur the end of his ſo dy= 
ing is, That bemay acc:mpliſh his whole 
Work upon Mount Sion, lia. 19. 12. If Ged 
en bring m':ch gooa ont of $:n , much more 
ort of T. mporal Afſultions, and it is as e. 
4:4 rt that he will, as that he can do ſo. The 
rotors of Providence arc all judicious, the 
Wheels ave full of eyes * it is ſufficient that 
the fff irs of Sion arein a good hand, 
2. Ponder this henrt -Jupporting truth in re- 
fe Ye'C" to GioOns 7 rokble, that how mw any 
[ rc ulles ſoevtr ar: uron her, yet her King 
SE / MT, 

\Vjiat? hath the Lord forſ:ken his 
Cirurches ? hath he ſt1.1 them inco the 
eremies hand ? doth he not regard what 
evil bef. Is them ? tla our hearts fink at 
thisr:te? Is it not too ſhameful and un- 
dcerviluing of the Great Ged, and too 
wuch magnifying of ir1potent man, to 
& ar and tremble ar Crentnres, whilſt God 
1S.in the midſt af us. 2. The Chyrches E- 
nemics-are m2ny 2nd mighry, let that be 
granted ; yet that argument with which 
Caleb and Foſbaa {tiove to raiſe their own 
hearts, is of as much force now as It was 
then: The Lore is with us, Num. 14+ 9. 

The 


for Siffcring Saints. 29 
The Hiſtorian tells vs chat when Anti. 0- 
nas overheard his Souldiers .reckonirg 
how many their Enzmics were, ard dif- 
couraging on? another ; he ſuddenly 
ſteps in among ch-m with this queſtion, 
And how many, ſaid he, do you reekg' nie 


for? Diſcouragcd Souls, how miny. do 


you reckon the :Lord*for ? Is he not an 
overmateh foy all kis Enemics ? Is oct 
one Almighty more than many Migh-ics? 
3. Ponder the great advantages attencing 
the People of God in en affi:Cted contitt- 
ON. | 

Ifa lowand an afflited ſtate in the 
World be? beſt for the Church, then 
your Cej2Ctions are not on:ly irrational 
but ungrateful - Indeed if you eſtimate 
the happineſs of theChurch by its world- 
ly Ezſ:Sp!endor «nd roſpericr, hen ſuch 
times will ſeem had foric; But if you 
reckon its glory to confilt in its Humi.icy, 
Faith Patience, and Heav :nly- Mindedncfs 
no condition n tie world abounds wrch 
ſuch advantages for theſe as an l.td 
condition doth.' Tie power gf Godlineſs 
did never thrive better than in affliction, 
and never ran lower than in timez or 
Proſperity, When we are left a poor 
and an afflited pcople, then we learn to 
C 3 truſt 
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truſt in the. name of the Lord.. 4.. Take 


heed that youobſerve the many precious: 


mercics, which the people of God enjoy 
aimnidit all their trouble. What ſay you 
to Pardon of Sin? Intereſt in Chriſt # 
Lhe: Covenant of Promiſe ? And Erter- 
nity-of Happineſs in the Preſence of God: 


after a few day ar@over ? © that a peo- 


ple under ſuch mercies 8s thee ſhould 
drapunder-temporal aflition... You are 
it may be caſt back in your cſtates, but 
thereby furthered in Spirituals? Remem- 
ber the Church hath Riches laid out of 
the reach of its Enemics: they make you 
poor. bit nor mi*-rable; | | 
| What thon;h an Abcl be killed in Love, 
and Cain;ſurvives-in  tHlitred? A bload 

-Dionylius dy i» his bed, and 4 cod Joſiah 
fall in Battle : For eletting love hath. di- 
iftingn ſh'd though common Providerce did 
not 5 and whilſt Proſperity aud Impunity ſlay 
the. Wicked, ever ſluying and acverſiiy ſhall 
benefit and ſave the Rig ht fOAS. F; Believe 
that howſoever the Churth be plunged wider 
the waters of aave rfuy.it ſnall aſſuredly riſe 
again, As [are as C Wriſt aroſe the third day, 
notrithſtand ng the Seal and Witch that 
WAs pon Eim: fo ſure the Church ſhall a- 
riſe ont of all yer troubles, and lift up its 
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vittorions head above all its Enemies; The 
Buſh may be in a flame, but ſhall never be 
conſumed ; and that becauſe of the good will 
of him that dwelleth in the Buſh. '6. Record 
the famous inſtances of Gods care and ten- 
derneſs over his people in former ſtraits. 
Ore hath wats ſuffered it to periſh yet. 
For above th:'ſe 1600, years the Chriſti- 
an Church hath lived in af fiiftien, and 
yet 3t 35 net conſumed : Many Billows 
of Pexlecytion hath gone over it 5 and 


'yer it is net drowned ; Hamans 4nd A= 
 chitophels have plotted its ruine yet ſtill it 


hath been ſuppcrted under or delivered 
out of all its Troubles? And is it not as 
dear to God as ever! Is not be as 4- 
ble to ſave. it now as formerly? 7. Try 
whether you can draw ſome comfort out 
of y our very T rowble, 

Surtly this Trouble is a good ay- 
gument -of your integrity, Union is the 
ground of Sympathizing, If you had not 
ſome rich adventure in that Ship, you 
would not tremble as you do, when it is 
in danger, //a. 57. 18, 


C4 Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Wat ſon. 


M® Thomas Watſon, To animate ayd _ 


encourage thole-Tii8 unter Per- 
ſccution, docs thus beſpeakthem: 

Art thou urd:r Sufjerin;s? Then baſt 
an Opp:rtwiity to flew the valor and Gate 
ſtancy of thy Mind ; ſome of Cads Saints 
would have accomitid it 4 great favour, to 
have been honoured with Marytrdom. One 
ſaid, I am in Priſon t'l I am in Priſon ; 
thau ccwiteſt chit a trouble, which others 
world have worn 4s an enſin of their Glory, 
even thoſe who have gone only upon moral 
Princitlcs, have flewn much conſtancy and 
contentment in their Sufferings. 

Curtius being bravely meurited, and in 
Armonr, threw bumſelf tnto 4 Gulf, that 
the Cty Rome, according to the Oracle, 
might be delivered from the Peſtilence ;, and 
we having a Divine Oracle, that thcy whe 
kill the body, cannot hurt the Soul, ſhould 
rather ſuffer for the Truth, than the Truth 


eff: r fir 4, The Decil among the Romans 


voread themſalucs to acath tbat ther Leci- 
61/$ 
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ons and Sruldiers miocht be cronnd. with 
the Horour of Victory. O what ſh uld we 
be content to ſuffer, to marg the TruthV :(Fo- 
riow |! Wewho are Chriſtians having made 
a Vow to Chriſt in Bapt:ſ1n,and ſo oft renen-= 
ed it in the bleſſed Sccrament, ſhould with 
much Contentation ratker chyſe to Syffcr, 
than to violate cur Sacred Oc th, 

Ti us the bleſſ: Martyrs, w:th what 
Chearfulneſs did they yicld np their Souls 
to God? And when the fire was ſet totherr 
boaies, yet their Spirits were not fired at all 
with Paſſion and diſcontent .Tnough others 
hi.rt the Boy, let them not hurt the Mind 
throu:h Diſcontent ;, ſhew by your Hero= + 
ich Courage , that you are «bove thoſe 
T runbles 3 which you cannot be withont . 


N a——_—  —— DA. oo thn. Bows _ 
— —— 
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Mr. James Nalton. 


F R. James Nalton, cndeavoursug to 
fore-warn, and jo to fort-arm the 
People of God for Sufferings , g1ves thens 
this Admonition and Conſolation. 
God hath fore and ſhaking Tryals:to » 
exerciſe his Church withal. Through mas 


on _ 4, 
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'ny Aflitions- we muſt enter into-the- 
Kingdom of Heaven, and theythat will 


'hye Godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer 


Perſecution 1n one kind or other, in one - 


l 


meaſure or other ; God ſecs. ſhaking is 
needful-to awaken us ; to.ſhake us ont of 
Our,Security, and to puriſiz and rekne us, 
The hand of God hath been heavy vpon 
the Proteſtant Churches of Pied and 
Poland. Oh the dreadful things that they 
have ſuffered ! . Why ſhould. we.expect 


Exemption ? are we. better then they? 


be. fore-warned,: that. you may be fore- 
armed ; lay. in Provifion for the day of 


Tryal;lay ina ſtock of Faith and Patience . 


and.Self denyal; gird on. the whole Ar- 


mour of God, that you may be able to - j 


ſtand. The... Troubles and Trya!s of 
Gads Church, ar.d Choſen, though they 
may be ſherp, .yet they ſhill be Storr, 
Nero*s». Tribulation. was. but ten days, , 
Rev. 2. 10. For a ſmall Moment have I for- 
ſaken thee, but with great Mercyes will 7 
oather thee; #n..a little Wrath I hid my 
face from thee for. a moment,” but with E- 
verlaſting. Kindneſs will I have mercy on 
thee, ſaith the Lord thy K:deemer, 1/4. 5.4. 
*1$.-L berefore it ſerves exceedingly for the 
"neonragement, of the Godly, Set. againſt 
your 


——_ a 
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our preſent Affliction, the glory, that it 
rings after, and againſt light Aſflictionsz 
a Weight of glory- 


Mr. William Jenkyn. 


R. William Jenkyn, Speakzng con- 
cerning the Nature, of Error ard I- 
dolatry, how that it inclines men to cruelty ;; 
x, many other things hath theſe 
Woras. | 
They who are corrupt in their Fuage- 


Wi 


ment, go inthe way of Cruchy. And af- 
'ter he had mentioned the Cruelty of He- 
reticks and Idol:ters from the very begin” 
ning of the World, at length he comes 
down to the Savage Cruelty, and Barha- 
rousInhumanity of the Papiits, of whorn 
he thus ſpeaks : 

But if ever the Spirit of Cn Treathed 
zn eny ſince kis time, or if ever any wrate 
after Cain's Copy in Letters f blood, cer- 
tainly they have ben thoſe of the: Papacy. 
How deſervealy may their head and Father 
tbe Pope be called 4 Cain in chief; and be 
z caited the Son of + Perdition, «s being nt 


why 
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Ply appointed to Perdition, Fut the Au- 
Tor if Pt: d'ti n-and Deſtruttion. How c- 
vidently is bs Arti-chriſtian cruclty ſet 
forth by being drunk, with the blood of the 
Saints, and with the blood of the At-:rtyrs 
of Jeſus, Rev. 17. 6. 1. Papal Crucl:y 
ſpareth not, quticth not any degrees, Sex, 
Age, Condition of min oppoſmg their Re- 
J:gron, Alphcnſus Diazins, ( anoth r 
Cain ) barbarouſly killed his own Brother 
Jom Diazius, becauſe he was 4 Protc- 
fant: With what imhumane Cru«l'y have 
Proteſt. nts been compelled to diſcover for 
Slaughter, thier acareſt Relations, Pareits 
Cb lar », Brethren, Wives, to carry Fag- 
gots to Farn their godly and painful Paſt ors! 
and (which might Gali belicf among 
Hea' hens ) Childrcn have becn conſtrained 
ro ſet fire to their own Parems. Ard 
Thaunus r:-pwts ther a certain Woman 
having fled to a place to ſhun the rage of 
her Encmpus. brirg arawn ort of it by them, 
was in the fi, ht of þ r- Husband ſhamefully 
cefi ed; ard. hin was forced by ſome of them; 
nh) ord red her hand, to give her Fu» 
bar d bis deaths wound with a drawn Sword. 
Hrrid was that Sprfticle of the Child, 
mnhich ſprarg out of the V Fomv of a woman 
Eurntmt Gernley, which being ſaved oHt 
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of the fire, was by the bloody Executioner 
caſt in agairy becauſeit was a young He» 
retick, A Child of cight years old, was 
by them ſcourged to death for Reli- 
gion , and a Boy under twelye years 
old condemned for the ſix Articles : 
Yea » Popiſh Cruelty forbears not ei- 
ther to bury quick (as one Adarrion 
was concemned to: be buryed alive :) 
or to- unbury the dead', by violating 
of their Graves, dizgitng © out the Bos 
dies, and burming them 3 thus they 
dealt with the Bodies of Bucey , 
Fagins, V Vick} ff, &c. How frequently 
hath Papal Power made Kipgs and 
Priaces, Wolves and: Tygers, one a- 
giinſt another ! And ſent forth Cut- 
throats and Villains with nardons, to 
Stab and Poyſon the Kings and Po- 
tentates of the Earth ! Their lives (they 
hold) may be taken away, if the Pope 
hold ttem Excommunicate. Emanucl 
S4 afhrms it lawful for one- to kill a 
King, if the Pope have ſentenced him to 
death, though he 13 Lawful Prince : 
But Aariaza gives direction! o v it may 
be done with the beſt Convenience ; he 
thinks Poyſon to be the beſt Way , - but 
that it: be-caſt. upon the Saddles, Gar- 
ments. 


TS. Oy 
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ments, Chairs of the Prince. And he 
further tells us, that if they who kill ſuch 
Kings ſhall eſcape, they ought to be Re- 
ceived as Noble, Worthies ; bur if it fall 
out otherwiſe, that they loſe their lives 
io the Undertaking, that then they are a 
ſweet ſmelling Sacrifice to God and man, 
and that their Names fhall be Iluſtrious 
to all Poſterity. This book of 1riana 
was approved by the Jeiuites- Its not 
Lawful( faith BeFarmine) for Chriſtians 
to tolerate an Heretical King, if he La- 
bours to draw his Subjects to his Hereſy; 
and when the Pope hath pafled Sentence 
vpon a King, then after this publick Sen- 
tence, they generally afhrm it Lawfvl for 
any to kill a King. . So Belarmine,Grego- 
ry, Tolet, Swartz, Melina, Leſſizs, &e, 
Nor 2. doth Popilh Cruelty leſs diſcover 
it {elf in the Numbers, than in the Ranks 
and Degrees.of thoſe whom they de- 
ſtroy for Religion. Theſe Popiſh Cans, 


deſtroy Multitudes of Avels,: Infamous | 


is the Cruelty of that Savage AMinerins, 
the Popes Champion, againſt the Merin- 
deltans ; he deſtroyed twenty and two 
Fowns and murdered the Inhabitants, 
whether they*-reſiſted or not ; and when 
the men'of Aferindo! ftyingfrom 7s ay 
jeſt 
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left behind them their tender Wives and ' 
Ghildren, tais Popiſh blood-hound pra- 
Qiſed all Villany and Cruelty upon them: 
The Town of Cabriers being yielded into 
his hands, he hewed thirty men in pieces; 
put forty feeble Women ( ſome with . 
Child) into a Barn full of Straw, cauſed 
it to be ſet on fire at the four Corners, 
and ſuch who got out he cauſed to be cut 
in pieces. . In this one Town were thus 
mercileſly murdered above a Thouſand 
Proteſtants. In two Towns of Calatria, 
eight hundred Proteſtants were Myrther- 
cd, Fourſcore whereof had their Throats 
cut one by one, yet {o as-that every one 
was left but half dead by theExecutioner. 
In the French 1-fſfacre in thirty days, 
thirty thouſand were flain;z And princi- 
pally this- bloody Diſpoſition of Cain 
diſcovers it ſelf in the cruel and Savage 
manner of marthering; M:nerius. (afore- 
mentioned) cut off th: Paps of-the poor 
Mothers of Sucking: Children, and the 
Children looking from their-dead Mo- 
thers were ſtarved to death. It hath 
been their praiſe to hoid men in death 
ſo-long as they could ; inflifting ( as it 
were) a Thouſand deaths in one and 
making them ſo-to dye, as to perceive 

them 
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themſelves to dye. Foannes de Roma 
uſcd this torment to force the Luthe- 
14/5 to accuſe themſelves ; he filled 
boots with boyling greaſe, and put 


them upon the Legs of thoſe whom | 


he ſuſpected ; and tying them back- 
wards to a form with their Legs 
hanging down over a ſoft Fire, he ex- 
amined them.Nor is the fiery Cruelty of 
thoſe who embrace falſe Doctrines, any 
ſtrange thing. The Erroneons' in their 
Jndgment may 'be left of God to appre- 
hend ſo much truth, and weight, and 
worth in their Errours ; that even: that 
thing (Conſcience, I mean ) which by 
its Light and Tenderneſs hinders ot: hers 
from Sin, by diſcovering it to them, and 
troubling them for ic, may, being depra« 
ved by error, put people upon finful in- 
jariouſneſs to others, and to think that 
they do God'the beſt Service, when they 
they are moſt cruel to his beſt Ser- 
Vvants: 

To conclude, Tl e Wiſdom of God is 


in nothing more manifeſted than in over- | 


throwing Error by the weight of its own 
Cruelty and Rage ; and in making Pro- 


feffors "of Truth multiply by Dying, znd- | 
The - 


to. overcome by. being overcome. 
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"The Profeſſors of Truth then have as 
lictle cauſe to he ſecure, as the Patrons of 
error have of heing cruel. Never did 
the Light ſhine but the Wicked bark?d ar 
it, ifrighteons Avel was murdered when 


There was but one C442, what may he ex- 


pet When iii 20 abound in Wrath 
and Numbers ! Mirty 142m came 1nto 
the World early -- 'T ne firſt man that d:'- 
ed.,4yc0 Tor Religion, and how careful 
ſhould Chriſtians be, rthiat they leave not 
the Truth of God for fear of the Wrath 
of men? its better to dye hghting for 
it, than flying from it: How much ſo- 
rer anEnemy 1s the great God, thana filly 
worm! | 

This may be a word of Comfort as 
well as Cavtion to all perſecuted” Avels, 
C-urs do not ſo much ſtrike at them, as 
at the truth in them, and profeſſed 'by 
them. *God will vindicate his owncauſe- 
Thovgh the enemies are red with blood 
of Truihs Champions, yet their great 
Captain will one day appear,in Garments 
made rcd with the blood of their Ene- 
raies, whom he will tread In the Wine- 
preſs of his Wrath; and the blood of e- 
very Abtil cryes wich a loud voice- for 
Vengeance, which will never give reſt 
to 
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tO the righteous Judge, till all thoſe that 
are not willing to become the friends of 
his Truth , become his foot-ſtool for 
r1{ing up againſt it. 


—— P—r—_ 
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Mr. Fares TJaneway « 
M* « James Janeway, T has worthy Mr 
nifter amoneſt his motives to excou- 
rage to acquaintance withGod, he gives this 
for one, that God hath a ſympathy with his 
people in thetr Aff; tions, 


 Heisfaith he }a ſympathizing friend, | 
.it goes to his heart, when any injuries are | 


done to any of his; when his friends are 
wronged,it toucheth him to the quick. Je 
is tender of, them, as the Apple of his eye, 
Ifa- 63. 6. In all their aflictions he was 


afflicted, and'the Angel of his Prefence 
faved them : in his love and in his pity 


he redeemed; and he bare them and,car- 
ried them all the days of cld. How ofc 
do. yon read of ſtrange pity in the Book 
of Judges, whien they had by their own 
folly- more than once brought themſelves 


into. Calamity ? How do his Bowels yern 


over 
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yer them?And whea any of his are grove- 
ling under Tryals, how many Cordials 
are prepared for them ? If you ſhould 
azk Pharoab, he would tell you that .itis a 
dangerous thing to-wrong Gods friends; 
Why elſe doth;God lay about him with 
fo much indignation, when they are op- 
preſſed. Tea for their ſakes he rebukes 
Kings, ſayins ,. Do my Prophets no. harm ; 
if they do it, be it on their Peril: How 
qd be bear, the afflictions of his people //- 
reel in Egypt? Vol 

Did he ſtand till as if he were uncon- 
cerned ? Did he ſhut hiseyes and not ſte? 
Or did he ſtop his ears to their, cryes ? 
No, no, he fees, he ſees the Sufferings of 
"his in Egype. And that both his enemies 
& friends too, ſhall know.the one to their 
comfort, the other to their coſt, Exod. 
3. 7- How doth he awaken for their help, 
and gird on his Sword upon his thigh, 
and march ont with Fury 2 How doth he 
cloath himſelf with vengeance as with a 
robe, and brandiſh his glitteriog Sword, 
& ſheath it in the neartof his & their ene- 
mics... Wherefore 1s it that God hath ſo 
many controverſies with Edom, Ammen, 
and Amaleck,?: Why doth he: muſter vp 
his forces with violence againſt Babylon ? 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe quarrel doth he engage in? What 
was the ground of that war ? If you read 
over all the IndiAtments before this great 
Jadge,you will find this a common one, 
their hatred of his people. 

Another motive to acquaintance with 
God, which he gives in the ſame place is 
this: That God is a preſent friend, and 
he enlargeth upon it thvs :: How oft have 
the Children of God been claptup in a 


Dungeon, not onely from thelight, but 


from the knowledge of their dear 2c- 
quaintance? But now God is -ſuch a 
friend, who cannot, who will not be kept 
out from his by Walls of Braſs or Bars of 
Iton, he will find-ont his friends, and be 
with them in ſpight of all the powers of 
Hell. O how reviving are his Viſits ? 
What Cordials doth he bring along with 
him ? This is that which makes the pco- 
ple of God ſo very che: riul; was that a 
Priſon or Hezven, where thoſe Martyrs 
were ſinging Hallelnjahs * When they 
were loaded with reproaches, and Irons, 
and Chains, counted the troubles of the 
Nation, mad men, Hereticks ? The caſe 


is clear; the ſight of 'this friend made | 


them think their Chains Gold, and their 
Priſons liberty, 1a. 43. 1,2. O Iſracl 7 
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bave redeemed thee, (ſaid God) when thou 
p *ſſeſt thorow the Fire I will be with thee, 
Who was with the three Children in the firy 


furnace! with Daniel in the Lions Den? was 


it nt this friend that I am ſpeaking cf ! 

Chritt ſympathizeth with his Soff..ing 
Saints; in all their afflilions he was at- 
flicted, and the Angel of his preſence la- 
ved them. Chriſtians, ſuffer when and 
where you will, Chriſt ſuffers then and 
there with you Had Perſccutors eyes, 
they would (ce this, and they would be 
affraid of this. It we periſh, Chriſt pe- 
ri{heth with us, could Luther ſay. Snffe- 
ring Saints, Chriſt ſo loves you as that 
he ſufters with you; arc you in Dungeons? 
Chriſt is there too. Are you with Jo# 
on the Dunghil ? Chriſt there ſits by you; 
evcry diop of Blood you ſhed, goes to 
the heart of Jeſus Chriſt. The Bap- 
tiſm of affliftions wherewith you are Bap- 
tizecd is Chriſts ; Surely he rather ſuffers 
in you, than you for him, or if you will 
ſay you ſuffer for him, yet know he 
ſympathizcth with you in thoſe Suffe- 
rings. 

5. Chriſt ordercth all the Sufferings of 
his Saints for quality, quantity and dura- 
tion, 1. For quality, Chriſt orders to 

| {ome 
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ſome mockings, Bonds, Impriſonments 
to others ſtoning, ſawing, killing with 
the Sword. Chriſt tells Perer by what 
death he ſhould glorify him: 2. Fox 
quality T hou tellejr my wandrmgs ;, he 


means his Wandrings, whilft he was per- | 


ſecuted ; ſuch wandrings as the Apoſtle 
means, They wandred about in Shceps- 
Shins and Goat-ihins , being dceſtituto » 
afflicted, and tor mented. David muſt 
not wander a ſtep more tkenChriſt would. 
Nor do Saints weep a Tear, nor bleed a 
drop, bear a ſtrip? more, than Chriſt 
Numbers out. 3. for Duration, he or- 
ders that too; Ye ſhall have Tribulation 
ten days. The Gentiles did tread the 
holy City under foot forty two monthr, 
the VVitncſles lye In the Streets three 
days and a half, So many days, months, 
years, Chriſt orders al}. 

6. Chriſt often gives to Saints glorions 
Viſions in their Suffcrings  wzs It not 
thus with Jehnand Srepher ? and how ma- 
ny Martyrs have ſpoke of ſuch Spiritual 
Vitions, Vilits, incomes, which they have 
had in Prifons, the like of which they ne- 
ver found or felt at other times? We 
have our Rings , Jewels, Chains » 
Net works to our children if they be in 
Pains 
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pains, which we leck up in Cloſets and 
1n Cabinets at other times. Chriſt gives 
Cabinet comforts and difcoveries to his 
Members in Priſons and Dungeons, of 
which many have had ſwcet and gracious 
experiences. 

7. Chriſt rewaras all the Sufferings of 
his Saints: To yeu that have continued with 
me un my 1emptation, 1 appoint unto you 4 
Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed un- 


tome, Luke 22. 29, 30. For our affliction 


which is for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding weight. of Glory. 
2 Cor. 4. 16. Bleſſed is the man that en- 
dureth Temptation, for when he is try- 
ed he ſhall receive the Crown of life. 1er- 
rotrs are trading with God for Glory ſaid 
Gardius. And Perſecutors are my Fas 
thers Goldſmiths ( ſaid Barnard ) who 
are Working to add Pearls to the 
Crowns of Saints, Chriſtians 5 com- 
fort your {clyes with theſe words. 
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Dr. T homas Goodwin. 


R. Thomas Goodwin , Speaking -of 

Gods Speaking peace to his People :: 
hath theſe VVords of Encouragement con- 
cerning the Church in a D:iſtriſſed and af- 
flifted Condition. 

Is the Church, ſaith he, in Diſtreſs ? he 
can redeem it with a word. .A word 
ſpoken to Cyprus hu Heart did ſet them m 
their own Land again; fo you have it ex- 
preſſed, /ſa. 44 26, 27, 28. God hath ſaid 
ro the Citzet of Judah, &c. Tou ſee his man- 
ner of doing it, it is a word ſpeaking ; He 
ſays to Jeruſalem, Be built ; and though 
there be great Impediments in the way, he 
will {ay to the deep,.be dry, that his People 
may paſs over; he dryed up a whole Nation, 
a Sea of People, namely the Babylonians 10 
make way for this Deliverance. And 
' when they are conquered, and Cyrws, a 
new King comes to have the Sway of 
things, God ſpeaks to his heart alſo ; 
'Thart ſaith of Cyr, He is my Sheepherd ; 
and cauſcth him to ſay to os 

rnou 
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thou built. Therefore go to him, and 


truſt in him in all the Diſtreſſes of the 
Church, as the Church alſo did, P/al. 


| 44+ 4. Thou art my King, command delive- 


rances; #4 Mandamus from God doth it, 
and will do it at any time. One Reaſon 
hereof he gives is this : 

i. If we conſider (faith he) who this 
God is, that is to ſpeak peace, I will 
hear what God the Lord will fpeak, he is 
the Lord, and therefore able to ſpeak 
what pleaſeth him ; he is peculiarly the 
God of Peace, and therefore willing to 
ſpeak peace. Now, when it is ſaid, he 
is*the God of Peace, and the God of 
Comfort, the meaning is, he is full of ir; 
infiaitely full of it, and out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth ſpeaks : 
Thoughts of Peace and Loveto his, d& 
boil within him, as hatred or Malice doth 
ina Malicious man towards his'Enemyz 
So as he cannot forhear expreſſing it 0+ 
wards him ;,that as David ſays his thowphts 
did burn within bim,: and at "laſt break 


forth ;, So mn God, ] know the thoaghts that 


I think towards you, (ſays he to them of the 
Captivity, ) Fer. 29.11. They are thoughts 
of peace- - And Z. Beſides that theſe his 
thoughts of Peace are taken up of him+ 

D ſelf, 
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felt, ſo-his Son alſo hath beſpoke peace 
for us; and therefore God will ſpeak it. 
Even as Jofeph'though he ſpake roughly 
a While to his Brethren, yet could not 
in the end contain, Gen. 15+ 3, So nor 
God. A ſecond reaſon he gives is this, 
Secondly, ( faith he) let us conſider, 
who they are to whom heis to ſpeak it, 
they are his people as the Text hath it. 
. They are his people, that is the reaſon 
given, 1 Sam. 12, 22. He will not caſt off 


his people, as E/a.63. 8, 9. When they | 


rebclled he was wroth, yet he ſaid, ſure- 
ly, they are my people, ſo was I their 
Saviour, and although ſome differences 
may ariſe betwixt Gad and them, there 


is 2 natural £91 in the Lord, that moves | 


him in the end to ſpeak peace to them : 
as the Dumb Son of Creſas when ke ſaw 
his father like to be killed, though he had 
never ſpake before, yet then out of an 
impetusof ſpiritzthe Krings of his Tongue 
== ren , and he cried: out to the 


Murtherer, kill not King Creſ#s; ſa when 


the Enemies of his Church is ready to 
devour his people, and Satan 1s ready to 
ſwallow -his Ghildren-up- in diſpair, then 
Gods Biwels work within him, and he cen 
hold no lopger, but crys, ſfaye:my Child, 

by avec 
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fave my Church. Is Ephraim my plea- 
ant Child,. ſays God, - Fer, 31- 20, well, 
though I ſpake againſt him, yet my Bow- 
els are ſtirred for him. 1 will ſurely-have 
mercy vpon hum. 


Mr: Iſaac Amvroſe. 


R. Iſaac Ambroſe #”n that part of hs 
k diſcourſe concerning the Sufſerings 
of the Godly, wherein he exhorts them , 
bath to be thaneful' fox thery Sufferings, and 
rejoice in their Sufferings, and he b:ſpeaks 
them thus: | 
Be thankful to God for Afﬀictions. 
1 Pet ;.14..1f ye be reproached for the Name 
of Chriſt. happy are ye, {or the Spirit of Glory 
and of God reſtethon you, As Noabs Dove 
hovered over the: Water and found no 
place where ſhe, could .reſt. her. foot on, 
until ſhe.returned jnto the Ark';. So doth 
the Spirit of God as, it were, hover over 
the,Sopls of menz, it; wanteth reſt, and 
when..ſces a Soul ſufter. for the Truth, 
there ig.lights; the Spirit of Gog. #4of Glo- 
xy. r6{erl pon you. And thus hating ex- 
= D2 horted 
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horted them to thankfulneſs for Suffer- 


ings he ſubjoins an Exhortation to Joyful- 


neſs in Sufferings. 

Let us with joy draw Whaters-out of 
the Wells of Salvation. - Let ns' comfort 
onr ſelves in our Suffering Condition 
Methinks$1 hear ſome Suffering Saint ſigh 
and ſay, Lam. 1. 2. 1 weep ſore 13 the night, 
and my Tears are on my Cheeks , «ll my 
friends have dealt Treacheronſly with me. 
I ftand for Chrift, but none ſtands by me, 
T own him, but none owns me,  Bleedin 
Chriſtian bear up, though men forſake thee 
yee Chriſt will own thee, though men as 
ſwallen=ballow friends do leave thee in the 
winter of affiict;on, yet Chriſt as a conſtant 
friend abides:it zs thy glory that thou ſuffers 
eſt for Chriſt, rejoice as Paul did-in thy ſuf- 

erings. Know this for thy comfort, that 
thou that ſuffereſt with him, ſhall alſo reigu 
with bim :'in the mean while what ſweetneſs 
doft thou feel from Chriſty it is" thy privi- 
ledge, "und ſurelython 'mayeſt, hope thou 
doſt expelt more than'ordinary ſweetneſs 
from thy Saviour. Seeft thou not Heaven 
clear over thee ? doth not Chriſt lead thee 
gently? the Cay ir thy hd, thourh-#t taſte 
bittty to the Fleſh) 20th ndr the [pov it" make 
it ſweet ?' whit hat in the. bottom df thy 
_ loody 
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blocay Cup ?, 1s it net love. Are nat thy 
draughts of ſuff erings ſweeter and ſweeter? 
what glory 1s that, which reſts upon thee ? 45 
rot Chriſt with thee inthe Fire? ard doth 


net he paſs with thee throuoh the water ? 111 


* C * 
this thy ſtorm of wind, and rain duth 1.ot the 


Sun ſh.ne? Ah conld I have his preſcice, I 


ſhoenld flight Perſcentions arid 1 but tjoy 
the leaſt of his love, I covtd tr; umph in the 
flame of their wrath, But ah, alas wo. Hark, 
ſoul, Chriſt cannet be long away, ke comes 
leaping over the Aomnntains, ſee hew the 
Clouds flee away ; Surely the Suu will ſline 


- preſently, be caunet be long away, thy very 


Sin ſhall not, therefore thy Suff erings cannot 
ſeperate betweeen him ard thee , Why ſayft 
thay D Jacoby and ſp:akeſi O liracl,my way 


is hid from the Lord, haſt thuu not heard! 


haſt thou not krown the everlaſting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the Earth? 
be fainteth not, he giv«ah power to the faint, 
Iſa. 11. 27, 28. Sing ye Suffertrs, rejoice 
ye Priſoners of hope, the Lora whom you 
look for, aud long after he is with you he 
cannot be abſent fromyon. Chriſt is in your 
Priſons (though it may be you are not aware 
of it) however caft not away your con- 
fidence, for he that ſhall cone will com 

D 3 "tis 
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"ris ſpoken to Suffiters, Heb. 1c. 35. Cons 
dcr of theſe particulars. 

1. Chriſ 1s eſpecially preſent with his 
Suffering Saints, thus run the Promiſes: 
Fear not Q \{rael, when thou pafſeſt through 
the water, I will be mith thee, when theu paſe 
ſeft thromgh the Fire then ſhall not be tarn- 
a, Ia. 43. 1, 2.0 what ſweet promiles, 
what Fl:gons of Wine are thebe to com- 
ſort the diſtreſſed Soul! As Caſar ſaid ro 
the trembling Mzrriners, te not :#reid, 
for you C:rry Cour. So I may fay to 
poor Perſccuted, Afﬀitcd Chriſti2ns,for 
he that is your King'is in you; 2nd with 
you. Upon this grouyd David comfort- 
ed his Soul, Though 1 wath through the 
valley of the ſhadow of Deaxth I'will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me, thy Staff and thy 
Rod they comfort me. When Part was be- 
reaved of his ſight, then (as ſome con- 
ceive )) he was wrapt into the third Hear 
ven, and heard thoſe words from Chrift. 
When Stephen was at the Bar, and the 
ſtower of Stones was ready to fall down 
npon his head, then he ſaw Heaven 1t 
ſelf open, and the Son of Man ſtanc- 
ing at the Right-hand of God. When 
the.three Children were inthe Farnace, 
Chriſt was there to make the fourth 


ns 4 


. 
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1 ſaw four m1 looſe walkgng in the midſt of 
the Fire, and th Form of the fourth is likg 
the $21 of God.Dan. 3- 25- 

2. Chriſt is not onely preſent but ſap- 
portingly preſent with his in theirSufter- 
ings. TI hou art with me faith David, thy 
Rod and thy $-: if taey comfort me. Theugh 
all men forſook P..u! wen he was to an- 
ſwer before Nero, notwithſtandiag, faid 
Paul, the L:rd j5006 9y me, ard ſtreagtiencd 
me. 

3. Chriſt gives bur $ nts corals ſuit a- 
ble to their Saifer ings,they ſ1.il put yu out of 
the Synagogues ſarth Corift, and ke'l youy 
firſt that be ſaad they ſh:uld put you ont of 
the Synagognes, now ſuitable ts this, Chriff 
tols thera that ke went to prepare Minh 
ons for them ia his Fathers houſe, 2. they 
ſhall kill yoa ( (aid he ) ſuitable ro this 
Ciritt rells them that their lives ſhould be 
as ſure as his, Becauſe 1 live ye fhall live 
«lſo. 


4. Cirift {ymDathi-eth 
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Do&tor Jacomb. 


ay © © —— 


Octor 7F.:comb ſpeaking concerning 

PF pleaſing of God, by way of ap- 

om_ hath theſe comfortable expref- 
10Ns. 


Yon may ſuffer, ſaith he, ( ſpeaking to 
theſe that endeavonr to pleaſe God ) but 
when you ſuffer, the Father will not leave 
you. [leaſing of Ged acth not ſecure 4 man 
from Juffering from men : D ay, ſome- 
timesSit rather expoſes a man to ſuffer from 
men. bat row themeh it dath rot prevent 
Suffering, yt it takes away the ſting ard 
venem of Suffering, it mik:s 1t to be like 
S..mfons Lyon, when it was ſlain be found 
honey in the Bully of it ,, Oh the Preſence 
ef God 'nthe time of Affiifticn is exceed- 
zng precigus, it turns gell into honey, tharns 
31to Reſes. 

If God te with yen ell will be well. If 
God cones nhen the Croſs cometh, the weight 
of it ſhall not kurt y.u : What is 4 Priſon 
when God is there ? My f1 nds ſo long as 
God doth nct leave you it will be will, therc- 
fore do not fear, he not dejefted or diſcou- 
reged, If. 4 3. 1,2+ Fear not, O Joco®: 
way 


_ _ pu——_— —_—— 
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phy ſo, When thou paſleſt_thorow the 


water, I will be with thee, zt is not a Pri 

on, but a Palace where God 1s ;, they that do 
the things that pleaſe God, God will never 
leave them ; O bleſs his Holy Name. 


=— A—— — 


Mr. Nathaniel Vmcent. 


R. Nathaniel Vincent in a Sermon 

k. he Preached after his enlargment, 
among ſt many other weiohty and material 
things diſcour ſeth on theſe two heads, 1. that 
it hath been 4 very uſual thing for Mini- 
ſters tobe Impriſoned. 2. That if they are 
Priſoners it ſhould be for Chriſt, and not 


for evil doing. Concerning the firſt of theſe 
| he ſpeaks thus :. Jeremiah the Frophet was 


Impriſoned, Jer. 32. 2. He that was more 
than a Prophet John the Baptiſt had the 
ſame m*aſure. "{ 1s ſaid, that Herod to his 
other evil deeds added this above all, that 
he ſlut up John in Priſon. The Apoſtles 
alſo were laid hands on, by the Chief Pri«ft 
and thoſe that were With him, -and put 
into the Common Priſon, Acts 5. 18. 
Becauſe they wrou 7ht Cures upon the Bodies, 
and Preached Salv 1tion to the Souls of n en. 
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Ard 420g ſt other reaſons why God ſuffers 
his Servants tobe Impriſentd, he'gives this 
or one | 

To raife in the peoples hearts an efteem of 
Miniſtry and Ordinances; that the contempt 
of Gealy M;imters has been a great Sing 
"for which'God hath had a Comroverſy with 
England, cannot tat begrarted:; F.r this 
Sn is plainly written t#the Severaies which 
are Executed againſt them, by mbich they 


have been driven into Corncys. God ſufſer> | 


ed [uch things to come to paſs, that bis. Mi- 
niſters may in love be the more highly eſtee- 
med, the light of the Gaſpcl. is by many 
chiefly aefired when there 1s an Ecclipſe of 
that lighe. When you went ſpiritual privi- 
ltages, their worth is better apprehended : 
therefore the Lord fuffers a ſcarcity ;" that 
the appetite of Souls being recovered, a Fa- 
mine of the word may be prevented, When 
you have been for a ſeaſon without Ordinan- 
ces, oh then they will be prized, P ſal. 27. 4: 
One thing have I deſired of the Lord, &c. 
' 4rd wpon the ſecond head, to wit, that if they 
are Impriſoned it (hould be for Chrift ard 
not for evil doing, he gives this for 4 rea- 
on. 

If Minifters are Priſoners of Chriſt, he 
Wd be ſure to viſit them, As bis witharaw- 
angs 


ane oh. 6. i Son” i oh 


LY 
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ings are deleful, ſo his viſits are exceeding 
refreſhing , Thouzh the place be a Den, 4 
Cave, a Dungeon ;, the preſence of the Lora 
cantranſfigure it, as it were, ſo that they 
ſhall ſay, it is good for us to be here. If 
Chriſt come and ſpeak peace by his ſpirit,and 
as he did to his Apoſtle Paul, ſay, be of good 
cheer ;, If be ſay my Brcther, or my Sifter, 


. know this to thine everlaſting cor ſolation, 


That my Father is thy Father, that my 
God is thy God, Fohn 29. 17. Preſently 
the Soul will cry out, and that with ſufficient 
reaſons, Kings and Emperours I envy not 

our high eftate ; your Crowns and Scepters, 
I deſpiſe them all in compariſon of the com- 
fort and pleaſure wherewith my. Bonds are 
ſweetned, And preſſing this point by way 
of . exhertaticn, he expreſſeth himſelf 
thus. 

Let me exhort you to cleave to the 
Lord, whatever it ſhall coſt you- Thus 
Barnabas exhorted the Saints at Antioch, 
that they would cleave unto the Lord with 
purpoſe of heart. Your Sculs will be 
ſecurcd z an. Inheritance thats incorrupt a= 


ble, undefiled and fad: th not away is promi- 


Jed. Let this therefore be the thought 


of thy heart ; Liberty is defirable, but 
Chiiſt 1s more Cehi;able ; Relations are 
dear 


m__ 
| dear and fo is a good name but Chriſt is 
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dearer , life is ſweet, but Chriſt is ſwee- 


" ter. But I mrſt needs mention a third 


point which he handles in that ſame diſ- 
courſe,which is this, that it is no diſgrace 


' bur a honour and Glory to be impri- 
ſoned for Chriſt : two of his reaſons alſo 
' I will here ſet down for the enconrag- 


ment of ſyfferers for Chriſt. The firſt is: 
The Glory of” Chriſt, for whom they 
ſuffer, he 'is called the Lord of Glory. 
1 Cor.2. 8. as to his divine nature he is 
Styled the brightneſs of his Fathers Glo- 


ry, and the expreſſe image of his perſon. | 


Heb, 1.3. and cenſid'r him as God man, 
he is pA exalted, and hath a name grven 


. him above every name , to which every knee 


muſt bow : thats , to his power and antha- 
rity one way or ether ſhall be ſubjett, Now 


' ſach a *glorious Lord doth ennoble ſuffe- 
* rings that are undergone ſorhim: 2 The : 
Spirit of Glory reſting upon them. 1 Per, | 


4. 1.4. If ye be reproachea for ridhtcouſneſs 
fake happy are ye , for the Spirit of Glory 
and of God refteth wjon yin. The Holy 
Spirit is here call.d the Spirit of Glory , 
becauſe he aſſures of that Glory which is 
promiſed to a perſevering Leleeyer ; be- 
cauſe he giycs in that grace, which Is 
Glory 
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Glory begun; and becauſe he erables to 
ſuch an Holy magnanimity, and brave- ' 
neſs of carriage as is beautiful and glo- 
rious in the eyes of beholders , and often 
times marvellous to enemies themſelves. 
The ſame Author in a diſcourſe upon the 
ſecond Chapter of Rev. vers. 10. ſpeaks 
thus : The tribulation of believers (aith 
he) will not laſt always; after ten days 
that is a ſhort time. Ye ſhall have tribu- 
lation tendayes- The Holy Ghoſt rec- 
kons by days. Ten days is put for a few 
' days, The arguments to confirm this 
Do&trine are theſe. t. One ſhall be drawn 
from the defire of "Chriſt the -head te 
have his-members -with him , . therefore 
they ſhall not long be abſent from him 
& when they are with him no troubles at 
all ſhall be their companions. Chriſt in 
the days of his fleſh prayed thus. Toh: 17. 
24- Father [ will that theſe alſs whom thou 
haft given me, be with me where I amy 
..,* that they may bebold my Glory which theu 
; baſt given me, for thou lovedſt me before 
the foundation of the World. Chriſt u now 
gone to. bis Father and he hath prepared 
manſions for the Saints , and thoſe manſions 
ſhall not be long empty ; belicvers groan to 
be cloathed upon with their houſe from Hea- 

ven 
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wen to be abſent from the body and to be 
-preſent with the Lord, The Loid Jeſus 
deſices and prayes for their compa- 
ny. Surely befare long thoſe who are (0 
mutually deſirous of each other will come 
together: 

A ſecond argmnent ſhall be drawn 
from the ſhortneſs of the tryumph-of the 
Saints adverſaries God will quickly cut 
aſunder the cords of the wicked, that 
plow upon S044 back and make long their 
furrows.lhave ſeen faithDavid the wick- 
£d in 'great power , and ſpreading him 
ſelf like a'green bay tree';z yet he paſſed 
away and lo, he was not, yea 7 ſonght 


him , but he could not} be fawnd ;, his | 


great 'power which he abuſes to oppreſs 
and trouble the. Saints and himſelf too 
ſhall quickly -paſte away cruelty doth 
Tipen them apace for yengeance. 

3z A third argument ſhall be drawn 
from the ſhortneſs of the Saints conti- 
-noance in the valeof tears. The thoughts 
of death may berefreſhipg to the Saints. 


Death is their laſt enemy; after Death : 


no enemy can moleſt them. 
4- "A fourth argument fhall be drawn 
from the Saints immediate entrance into 


"zeſt upon their Ciffolution. The Apoſtle 
Joy rs 
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[yoyns' being diſſolyed , and being with 
Chriſt together; and ſpeaking of believers 
- in the general , he ſays. 2 Cor. 5. 1. for 


life and immortality upon you. 
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we know that yf owr earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle were diſſolved., we have a builds 
ing of God , an houſe.not made with bands , 
eternal in the Heayens.” . The Spirits of 
juſt menimmediately pon their Separa- 
tion -are-made perfect , perfectly free 
from fin and miſery , which while united 
to the body they were loaded with. Fhen 
by way of application: Is thetribulation 
of the Saints ſhort ? then let not Patience 
be weary. The benefit of affliction and 
the rearneſs of your reſt ſhould induce 
you to ſuffer with cheerfulnefs. Isthe tri- 
bulation of the Saints ſhort ? then ſte the 
difference between the Saints and ſinners. 
What is it to have tribulation ten days, 
and then to triumph in the preſence of 
God and of the Lamb for ever? another 
DoQrine of encouragment to thoſe , that 
remain faithfulunto the death and fall not 
away from Chriſt for any tribulations or 
aMictions that they undergo -4n the 
World for his names ſake, is this: Upon 
thoſe that continue faithful unto death z. 
Chriſt will cettainly beſtow a _ a 
If the 


eye 
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eye were more open , and ſtrong ſighted 
how would this crown gliſter and Shine ? 
what a vehement inducement would it 
prove to perſeverance? and in the appli- 


cation of this poynt thus he ſpeaks: Letf 
. this crown of life he made uſe of to fence 
_ thee againſt the Devils temptations. 


n the Devil tells thee of eaſe and gain 


and pleaſure , which ſin will afford, reply,: 


come O thou lying and deceitful Spirit , put 
thy eaſt, and gain, and pleaſure into one 


lory inte the other , 
and mhat is ſinful- eaſe to the Saints reſt ? 
or the gain of Gold to the Saints Glory? or 
pleaſures of ſin for 4 moment to eternal re- 
Joycing ? Let this crown of life make you 
long for your Lords appearing. Oh cry unto 
him that the wheels of his chariot may make 
or the time when the 


Heavens ſhall break a ſundir , and the 


faireſt of ten thouſand ſhall ſhew his face 


through the clowds ,, and ſit upon his great 
white throne to judge the' World in righte- 


' euſnefſe : And Oh what -a Spectacle will it 
* be to behol# the nead and «ll the members 


together. 


Mr, 


' ballance of the Santtnary , and I will put | 
the crown of life and 


| 
| 
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Mr. Thomas Vincent. 


R. Thomas Vincent that very able 
and zealous and yet meek and hum- 
ble-Spirited ſervant of Chriſt, lately de- 
ceaſed, Brother to him that is yet alive 
in his diſccurſe concerning Chriſts ap- 
pearing in judgment, he repreſents to the 
eye of faich Chriſt as allready come to 
judgment, and araigning the ſeveral 
ranks and degrees of malefaCtors , and 
amongſt others theſe two, the Scotters 
at Religion and the perſccuters of the 
people of God: he brings in Chriſt as pre- 
ſent in judgment ſpeaking to them thus. 
Firſt. Come forth all ye Scoffers at 
Relig1on , and the zealous prefefſurs there- 
of ; who taught and ſpake of religion, as 
if it had been a cunninely deviſed fable, ond 
of Holy and humble Chriſtians , as if they 
were mean Spiritcd, fooliſh and contemptable 
people , and have uſed the name of a Saint 
in deriſion, and proverb of reproach, Have 
you the ſame mind now that religion was but 
a fancy? is your Reſurrection and my ap- 
Pea» 
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pearance but a fancy? is your puniſhmert 
eternal in Hell like to be but a fancy? Hud 
you not a ſure zroand and bottom for your 
faith in the Scriptures ? could you 4 -ve 
defired more reaſonable evidence of things 
done before your age? conld you laugh at 
Scripture threatmings ;, and can you | ugh 
now 'you are come to ex:cution? could y n 
contenn Goſpel promiſes ;, and are th:y [0 
Cortemptible now i your eyes, when now 
you ſee the accompliſhn;ent of them before yin? 
againſt whom was it that you opened ſo wiae 
« Math? whom was it that you did fl:nt 
and ſcorn? what? my Diſciples, Becauſe 
they were meek and humble ,- and did 


ot take the pleaſures of fin with you , \ 


and were ſtri&t in their profeſhon and 
converſation ? What think you of them 
Row ? were they ſo mean Spirited and 
contemptible ? Were they fo fookiſh, 
which made ſo wiſe a choice ? did they 


well or ill in ſtaying till this time for | 


their happineſs? look on the perſons 
now whom you have ſcorned'and thought 
unworthy of your company ; was it fo 
ridiculous a thing to be a Sairt az you 
imagined ? was not ſhining with them 1n 
Glory at all d:ſfireable? would not you 
be glad to be numbered amengſt them 

now { 


| 


| 
| 
| 
. 
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now ? Why do you not laugh and fleer at 
the Saints :,.0w ? Tee feels. and blind Sots 
-do' you knaw what you ſoft at ? Corld you 
ſee ns excellency in holineſs; and the arvie 
nature , ii my emage , which Was engraven 
upon them! Did ever ary man of underſtand- 
ing laugh at the licht of the Sun? They 
were lights in: the dark World where they 
lived ;,, -what, mack, at holineſs ? hereby you 
mockea' at God himſilf,, who is infinitely 

lorious in this attribute » and hireby di- 


Stinguiſhed from all bis Creatures ; vite 


wretches ! take them Derils, bind them 
hand and fot. Then he immediatcly brings 
in Chriſt arasqning perſecuters and Goods 
#ng to them in this manney : | 
Come forth all ye perſecuters of my 
Diſciples; was it not enough for you to 
mock them; but muſt you perſecute 
them too? was It not enovgh to perſecute 
but muſt yoy 
perſecute: them with the hand ? whar 
could you betray them like Judas for a 
piece'of money, or out of malice, which 
was Worfe? Could you diſturbthem 4a 
their Serviceand Worſhip of me when 
they were praying for your converſion 
and'Salvation ? Could you ſeek the ruine 
of ſuch zs were the beſt friends of your 
Souls ? 


_ 


Precious cordial comforts 


Souls ? Could you hale and drag them 
to priſon , who endeavoured to keep you 
out of the priſon of Helt! when you ne- 
ver received injury from them; - Could 
you be {0 injurious to them? Do you 
know whom ye perſecnted ? It was me; 
it was me whom ye perſecuted when ye 
perſecuted my Diſciples; it was me 
whom ye wound throed their ſides; it was 
me you betrayed in _— them; it was 
me ye impriſoned in impriſoning them 3 
it was me ye ſpurned at in lifting up the 
heel againſt' them; and did you ever 
think to proſper in this way ? . You. you 
have been above all other per ſons upon the 
earth my profeſſed enimies y and moſt like 


your Father the Devil ;, come ye Wretches | 


gira up” your loyns |,ke men, gather your 
forees together, put on trength and courage 
if you have any ; and lift up your hand sf 
you dare againſt me; do you. find ſtrength 
to fail you now, 'and your forces too weak 
10 make refiſt.ence? And were you. ſo fooliſh 
as to engage in Battel, where you might 
have krown , you ſhould certainly be ton- 
quered at the lz#F? Doth your courage 


| 


|S 


fail you upon the ſight of the Captain? } e1 


and ſhould you not have been afraid to 


hurt my anoynted ones » my liſted Soul- | 


IM 


fe 


diers? | 
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diers? you ſeryed the Devil and fought 
under his. banner againſt me and mine, 
and can he deliver'you now out-of mine 
hand ?” can he defend you againſt my 
rage and fury ? or would he do it, if it 
lay in his power? had you ever more 
ſpignt and malice againſt my people, 
then the Devil hath agamſt you, in 
ſetting .you about Perſecution work ? 
Did not he deſign your ruine hereby? Did - 
not he think. on this day, and on purpoſe 
drew you to tais fm, that you might be 
the more horribly tor mented? And doth not 
he with his angels wait 'now for you, 
that they may drag yon unto torments. 
Take them Devils, bind them hand and 
foot. Thus he flaſheth lightning in the 
faces of the Perſecuters of the. people 
of God, and foretels them their doom 
with a gredt deal of powerand divine 
Authority. | 

But as he wasa Boanerges,aSon of Thun- 
der in denouncing of «vengeance -againft 
cruel Perſecuters ſo he was a Barnabas a 
Son of conſolation to A flicted Perſecuted 
Saints : therefore I will add a word of 
encouragement which he ſpeaks to Saints 
in the concluſron of thzt {ame diſcourſe: 
for unto thoſeterrible Thunder-claps of 
'Threat- 


70 Precious Cordiat Comforts 


Thrextnings-and Denunciations. of 'Wo 
and, Vengeance againſt the Enemies of 
God, he aa Larry this Ward of 
Encouragement to Sulterirg and Croſs- 
bearing Chriſtians. 

Rejoice Believers, and take comfort, 
though you. are ſcorned by, ſome, and. 
accounted as the oft-ſcouring of theearth, 
yon are reproached and. vilified by men 
here, but all your reproaches, eſpecially 
thoſe which you have born for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be wreathed into 
a Crown, and make you the more glori- 
ous in heaven, there you ſhall not, be dif- 
graced, but ſhall ſhine like ſo many Stars 
or Suns in the Kingdom of your Father, 
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Mr. Charnock. 


MX Charnock, That Late Eminent 
Miniſter, in diſcourſing of the 
Providence of God towards his people, 
how that he hath uſually brought them 
yery Jaw before he hath delivered them, 
hath many comfortable words whic AT, 
very applicable /to- the preſcn ,ail Ad 
. cONn- 
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condition of the Church of God. 
The Hfraebtes({aith:he) were not fav- 
ed, til} they wete:put' between the Sea, 
Hills-and Forts; that [their -deſtruRtion 
was inevitable anlefs Heaven relieved 
them, Pharoab.reſotved to have his will, 
and God reſolved tohave his ; but he let 
him come with his whole force and open 
mouth at the /ſrael:ites Backs, and then 
makes the waters his Sepulchre, Pal. 12. 
$. For the oppreſſion of the poor,for the ſigh- 
ing of the needy, Now will I ariſe ſaith the 
Lord, I will ſet him in ſafety from him that 
puffeth at him. Now this is the time I 
watched for, as fitteſt for my own glory 
and theit ſafety. Then God overthrow- 
eth his enemies, wh-:n they ſcem to have 
got the Goal with the Ball at their foot. 
And God doth hereby glorify himſelf, 
that is a ſeaſon when Gods mercy will: be 
prized,” his power admired, his wiſdom 
adored, his Juſtice cleared, 1. God glori- 
fies his power, the greater the malice a- 
gainſt-the Church,the weaker theChurch- 
es ability to help her ſelf, the more is the 
power of God magnified in their deli- 
VErance. 
Had-not the Diſciples been in a great 
Norm, ready. to be caſt away,.and Chriſt 
allzep 
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aſleep, they had not ſeen ſuch viſible 
marks of the extenſiveneſs of their Ma- 
ſters power. Had God brought 1/rael 
- out of t in the time of the Kings, 
that were friends to them from a kindly 
remembrance of Foſeph, there had been 
no CharaQter of a Divine Power, though 
there had been of a Divine Truth appa- 
rent in the caſe ; but he ſet apart that 
time fbr their deliverance when he was 
to conteſt with mighty oppoſition from 
the whole Body.of the Egyptian Nation, 
who had forgot Joſeph, their great Bene- 
factor. When the Fews thruft Chriſt out 
of Nazareth, ted him to the brow of the 
Hill, and where ready ro caſt him down; 
then & not till then he frees himſelf out 
of their hands. - As Chriſt dealt thus for 
himſelf, ſo he deals for his Church in all 
Ages. 


2, God glorifies his Wiſdom. The 


Phyſitians $Kill is beſt evidenced inMaſte- 
ring a deſperate Diſeaſe. He raifes the 
Trophyes of his wiſdom upon the ſubtil 
devices of his enemies. 

3- God glorihes his mercy ; Had God 
ſtopped Pharoah at his firſt march, by 
railing ſome mutiny in his Army, his 
mercy to his people as well as his power 
; againſt 
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againſt his Enemies had not been ſo con” 
ſpicuous: The more defperate dangers 
are,the'ficterSubje@ for the advancement 
of Gods Kindneſs. - 

4. God glorifies his Juſtice. There 1s 
a'meaſare of wickedneſs which God 
ſtays for, which muſt needs be an object 
of his Juſtice, Pal. 2, 3, 5. Then ſhall he 
ſpeak to them in his wrathand vex them 
&c. When they did caſt away his Bands 
and cords from them,verſe 2. When the 
grapes of wickedneſs are thus fully ripe, 
then is Gods time for the honour of his 
Juſtice to caſt them into theWinepreſs of 
his 'wrath. And after he declares that 
thoſe deliverances as they make for the 
manifeſtation of the glory of God, ſoal- 
ſo for the advantage of his people, a- 
mo: other adyantages he mentions 
thefe two one of which' is this : 

Hereby (faittrhe) God doth encou- 
rage and give ah argument for Prayer. 
The time of the Tempeſt was the time 
of the Diſciples praying to Chriſt. The 
Spirit of Prayer upon 'the Churchis a 
preſage of their adverſaries ruine. When 
God {ought to deſtroy the enemies of Fe- 
r4ſalem he poured upon them a ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication, Zach. 12. g. 

E 2 By 
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2 By this means he kts them for a holy re- 
ception of the mercyfintended ; humility 
like the Plow Fits for receiving the. Seed 

of Mercy. 


Mr. Newcomen. 


R-. Newcomer ſpeaking concerning 
the depoſition of himſelf and-ma- 
ny other worthy ,Miniſters, ſpeaks: thus, 
{ would, ſaith he, adviſe you and intreas 
you, that we may all 7 us lay to heart, this 
preſent diſpenſation 0 
the Nation in this reſpett, that we may be 
ſenſible of it. I remember when I was young 
and my famons Predeceſſor, Mr. Rogers, 
was taken off from bis Miniſtry in this kgnd, 
though but for a few weeks, theſe Parts were 
wonderful ly ſenſule i that Providence, and 
laid it to heart: and were much in Humli- 
ation and in Prayer.;, end | think, | may ſay, 
they received an qnſyer agaim wit hin ſome 
weeks.” Now Brethren though he was worth 
ſome hundreds of us ; yet new it 5s not the 
laying byef one man,but if multitudes, fifty 


in one | laceand threeſcore in anothe1 5, and 
Jonur- 


(God towards #5, and | 
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fourſcore in another, aud this \is not by 
ſingle Biſhop, but by an Att of Parliament, 
which makes the Wourd rhe wider, and- the 
more uncapable of -cure ; ſhall ſo many- Bare 
ning Lights be quenched toge ther ? So many 
Wells of the water of Life be ſtopt up. tages 
ther? and you not lay it to heart ? 1 beſeech 
you conſider and be ſenſible, 1, 

2. In the deepeſt and ſaddeſt ſence you 
have of this Providence of God.;, watch over 
your own Spirits, that you lay the blame of 
it no where ſo much as upon your ſelves, 
Blame none ſo much fer this as tyour | ebves. 
Some blame the times and charge it wn their 
iniquities ;, others are apt to blame us Mi- 
niſters. Might my advice take place with 
this people, 1 w. uld deſire that every one.of 
us might lay the blame ao where ſo enuch 4s 
on our ſelves, for. certainly we have Rrovite 
red theſe things to ourſelves, I find onr Prev 
deceſſors the Martyrs when by. a Law \Relt- 
gion was coaaped in the Nation, and ldolee 
try fet up., they laid the blame not on thed,aw 
maker i, but on themſelves, and their own 
hearts. One of them, ſait.1 all this ts gore 
upon us becauſe we did not lave the Goſpels, 
we were Goſpellers in lip, but not in life; 
HGh.more Goth it Lecome #5, Whoſe S1.Frer» 
OC] 
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ings are far leſs, to blame our ſelves more, 
then we blame any others. | 

My third advice i this,and I beſeech you 
raks 1t #n love, for it 1s out of love that 
it w given you; if you ſhould perceive at 
this time's difference in opinion and prattiſe 
among ns, that are the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel 5n this Nation; ſtanding and ſticking 
at things that others can digeſt, and do ; 
and others doing things, that ſome of their 
Brethren cannot come up unto, Be not of- 
fended, thus it hath always been from the be- 
ginning, it 15no new thing. Thus it was 
» King Edwards days. 

If there be any of Gods Servants that art 
Learned Holy and F aithful, that do now 
for the enjoyment of their Miniſtry, yield's 
Conformity to all that is enjoyned, 1 doubt 
net but many of them are (rieved,and we whi 


canner come wp to this, are prieved that wil 


Cannot come up to i; It hath been all along 4 
merciful Providence of God, that when ſom 
ofhis Servants coul a not _ their Con 
ſetiences, and come up te the things that haut 
been impoſed upon them, wit bout injx 


their-Conſciences, yet others have had 1. 
reatey freedomgiven them that they could of 


yield, and if it had not been ſo, what woy | 
have become of the people of God, Therefore 


thoſt un 


tic 


18! 


had 


could 


voy 
fore i 


theſl 
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| thoſe things acknowledge there may be ſom e 


Providence of God for good to you in it. 
4+ My fourth advice | ſhall deliver to you 
5 that of the Holy man and Martyr of God, 
Ar. Bradford #n his Letter to the City of 
L ondon, ſaith he, let us beartily bewail onr 
ſms and repent of our evils, let us amend the 
evil of our lives, let ur every one be diligent 
in Prayer, and attend with reverence on the 
reading and hearing of God's Holy Word, 
let us reprove the works of darkn fs, let us 
fly from Idolatry, and which is the particu- 
lay 1 would indeed commend unto yeu. Obey 
the Magiſtrate, and them that arc ſet: over 
us in the Lord, in all things, that are not 
goin the Ward ; and when they command 
any t ing contrary to the Ward ; lit #8 an- 
ſwer, it 1s meet ta obey Ged rather than men, 
However ſaitls be, refiſt not the Magiſerate, 


but commit your cauſe nnto God, be patient ;, 


+ not againſt Authority, but wait on Gad, 
till be pleaſe to cauſe the light to ariſe and 
ſhine again upon yow, Thus is my fourth aa- 
VICE. 

5. Read the Word of Cod, and take 
helps fer the right vnderſtanderſtanding. 
of what you read. The Book of Annota- 
tions is a great help to enlighten 'you to 
underſtand the Ct” res.Read that = 
| 3 0 
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of theBook ofMartyrs which contains be 


Hiſtory of Queen Afarirs days, they will 


inform you, of the great Controverſies 
that are herween us and: the Papiſts, and 
they-wHl inform you, what you ſkall- an- 
ſwer. 3 the reading: how chearfully they 
went to Priſon and to the Stake, will im- 


twolden you againſt the fears & Sufferings-: 


of death : and the reading of theirLetters 
will bea great meansto edify and build 
you up. Another advice he gives 1s this, 


read the Wecrd in your Families, andCa-- 


techize your Families, and ſee that they 
may underſtand them, another. advice is 
this. Put on that holy-reſolution of Foſhu- 


a, What ſocver others do land myhouſe ſhall- 
fexwve the Lord: Do you and your houſe- 


ſzactify the Lords-day and keep it Holy. 


So do; 3nd the Bkſling of God ſhall be on- 
you all the Week. And now Brethren L 
commend you to God and to the Word: 
of his grace, winch 1s. able to build yous 
up, and-to give. you. inheritance among: 


all them that are ſanCtified. 


{r; . | 
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b, 


Mir. Thomas Brooks. 


"FF &: Thomas Brooks, 11 Anſwer to' 
that query, what ſhould be the rea-' 
ſon , that men mike ſuch oppoſition agaimſt 


| the Goſpel * Makes this reply. 


Mens hatred and oppoſktion* againſt ' 
the Goſpel , becauſe. it dorh' diſcover 
their hidden works of darkneſsthey hate * 


[the lightleſt their deeds ſhould he rehro# 


ved : the Goſpel brings their 'deeds of 
darkneſs to light- and this Srirres up: a 


- | Spirit of hatred and oppoſition againſt * 
| the. Goſpel. Another reaſon isthis : be- 


c#uſe the Goſpel puts men upon hard 


Iſervice,upon very difficult Work, polling 


ont 2 right eye» cutting off a right hand , 
offering up an 1/aac. throwing over toard 1 
a Fonas , parting with boſom Inſts and 
darling fins. Herod heard Fohn gladly, : 
till he came to touch his Heroazas,vand * 
them off poes his head. ' Fob. '6 This is 
hard faying, and from that time they: 
walked no more with him another reaſon 
Is the differing and diſtirgaiſhing Work 
that the Goſpel makes amongzft ,.it ſot- 
TEnS 
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tens one, and hardens another that ſits 
next -unto.-him, enlightens. one, _ and 
ſtrikes the other blind , it wins on one 
and enrageth another. The ſame Sun hath 
different effes on the objes on which 
it ſhines. The Goſpel puts 2 difterence 
between the precious and the vile. 

Another reaſon is from Satan. Satan 
knows that the very tendency of the 
Goſpel is to ſhake his Kingdom about his 
ears. , Satan and Antichriſt know that 
their Kingdom mnſt down by the power 
and light of the Goſpel - and therefore 
Satan and men of an Antichriſtian Spirit, 
do all they canto oppoſe and ſhew. their 
hatred , againft the everlaſting Goſpel. 
And this makes them to be in ſuch a rage 
againſt the Goſpel. And unto another 
query which is this ; whether God will 
remove the Goſpel from England , or no: 
he givesthis anſwer. 

It is the fear of many , but I humbly 
ſuppoſe , No : Whatſoever darkneſs may 
be upon it, yet that God will not remove 
it; and if you pleaſe, I will offer a few 
things, that ſignify ſomething as to my 
own ſatifaction 3 and it may be ſo to 
You. 

I- : The rooting that it hath got in the 

he arts 


| 


| 
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: fits | hearts of ſinners and Saints , in the judg- 
and | ment, affections, conſciences both of 
one | Sinners and Saints : certainly it hath got 
hath | ſo deep a root in the hearts of many 
hich | thouſands of Saints and Sinners , that it 
ence} fhall not be in the power of Hell to 
raze it ont. 
atan 2. The Glorious anointings that are 
the | to be found npon many thouſands of 
t his] Gods ſervants in this nation, to preach 
that} the everlaſting Goſpel ; and who would 
wer | be glad to preach it, keeping God anda 
fore | good Conſcience. God hath not laid in 
ILrit, | this treaſure that it ſhould be turned into. 
their | an heapof confuſion. 
ſpel. 3- The incffeAtualneſs of al. former 
rage | attempts and deſigns to deſtroy the 
ther | Goſpel. You know what endeayours of. 
will | old have been to darken this Syn, to put 
"no: | out the light of Heaven in the Marian 
dayss and other days ſince ; and yet it 
nbly | hath not-been in priſons, racks, flames, 
may | pilfories, nor any thing elſe to extin- 
love | guiſhir. Andrthen. 
few 4. All deſigns and attempts toextin- 
my | guiſh the everlaſting Goſpel, have: tur- 
» to | ned to the advancement, flouriſhing; and 
ſpeading of the Goſpel. . 
the 5- God neyer.took away the Goſpel 


fxom.. 


arts ' 
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j 


"recions Coraital Comtorts 


from a people » till the body of-that peo=-- 
ple have thruſt the. everlaſting. Goſpel, ' 
from-them.; when indeed they have been. 
fo bold as to- thruſt away the everlaſting 
Goſpel from them; God hath been ſevere 
uato.them:: but till the bcdy.of a people 
have thruſt away the everlaſting-Goſpel  . 
God hath not-takenikt away from them. 
2 Chron, 36+ 15.. God ſent his. meſſengers. 
egrly,andiate ;, they abuſed, ſlighted, and 
ſeorned them:till there was no remedy... So. 
:n ths .35: of Jeremiah, from the firſt tothe . 
:welfebh ;, 56.45 4 famous text for: this ſo in 
the. thirteenth Chapter of, the alt and- the 
45» 46, and 47 verſes ; becauſe yiu have 
thought; yolwr. ſelves wiwartby of, Salvation , 


werurnitothe, Gentiles till the jemes come. . | 


ra:tbruſt, away, the everlaſting Goſpel the. 
Lord continued it unto them. 

6. The ſpreading. of the everlaſting . 
Goſpel - is-the ſpecial means appointed , 
by God for-thedeſtruttian of Antichriſt: 
Fiſt he is conſumed by the -Spirit of his . 
muth,. then deſtroyed-by the hrightneſs 
of, his coming, - | 

7. Are .there not multitudes of the - 
Children of. beJievers that -fall under 
many.promiſes ? and will not God make - 


2698; bi3 engagement to ghem ? 
oh a 8. The . 


_ 


' 
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$. The wonderful affeCtions and ten- 
derneſs, that Ged hath wrought in his 
Children to the Goſpel : What meltings 
and mournings, and-what a Spzrit of 
prayer hath God. put upon his peco- 
ple ! 


and buds of Grace ; ſuch in whom the 
Spirit of God hath-ſtirred a longing at- 
ter the great concernments of Ererpity. 
When it is-neare#t day the ſkyis dark;{t. 
There may be an hour of darkneſs that may 
be-upon the Goſpel ;, and yet there may be a 
Stn ſhining day , ready to tread on the hecls. 
of it. « And in that ſame diſcourſe among /*. 
many othity words of advice to his people y be- 
gives this excellent counſel : : Never put off, 
your conſciences with any plea, or nth ary 
argument y that you dare not #fand by in tre 
great day of your account. Another word 
of Heavenly advice 1s this look as well to- 
the bright ſide of Providence as the dark. 
{xie of Providence,  /f you-4cok, on the, 
aark, fide of Providence to Fr f pi » how ters 


rible and amazing was ut ! but if y:u-doobs | 


on the bright fide, his four ſcixe year's rajen:, 


9.There.are many young tender Plants - 


Oo 


how olorigws was it * if you took, on the dark... 


jute of Providence to ' Dxvid much will arile, 


03hartle you. bus.if yaut look, ty the b, be 27y-* 
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fide bis fourty years r4ignin Glory how a- 
miable? was it. 


' 
| 


Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs. 


R, Jeremiah Burroughs , Speakzng 
A «por that port of Dottr me, to wit , 
that Gods People though dear to God, yet tw 
ſually have been in an affiifted Eſt ate, a- 
mongſt many other things which he ſweetly 
enlargeth upon, bath theſe Expreſſions which 
T have gleaned and pur together here ;, for 
the comfort andEncour agement of many that 


are Oppreſſed and Perſecuted for Conſcience © 


ſaks. 

Where we have the great promiſe of 
the Goſpel, the largeſt of any in the Goſ- 
pel for the Encouragement of thoſe who 
are willing to part with any thing that 
comes, in Competition with Chriſt, even 
there Perſecution 1s znnexed : for fo the 
words are, Mark, 10. 29, 30. There # no 
man that hath I ft vanfe or Brethren, or $i- 
lters, or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or 
Children, or Lands for my ſake, and the 
Goſpels, but he ſhall receive «n bunared fold 


nor 


A- 
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now in this Life; Houſes, and Bretbren, 
and Siſters, and Mothers, and Children aud 
Lands, with Per ſecutions, and in the Wayld 
focome Eternal Life. Perſecutions come 
in amongſt all theſe great things, that are 
there promiſed. When God appeared 
to Moſes, he appeared to him in a burn- 
ing buſh, to ſet out the afflicted Eſtate of 
his People. 

If the People of God may have a herald 
to give Arms to them as ſome other Pro- 
feflions, the beſt would be ſuch as Hooper 
that holy Martyr had, when he was made 
Biſhop of Worceſter, a Lamb ina flaming 
buſh; with Rayes of the Sun from Hea- 
yen ſhining on ib; A Lamb for meekneſs 
ina buſh burning _—_ wicked men; 
who are as brambles, and Thorns, burn- 
ing with Malice, and yet the ſweet In- 
fluence of Heaven, and comfortable light 
of Heaven let out upon it, When J[gna- 
tis came to the wild Beaſts, to be de - 
voured of them, and his bones cruſhed be-. 
tween their Teeth z Now, ſays he, Ibe- 
gin to be a Chriſtian, 

Bleſſed Mr. Bradford Writing to the 
Town of Walden, to encourage thery to 
ſuffer, {aith, That that Chriſtian hath not 
Learned. his A+ B. C. in Chriſtianity , 

who 
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who hath not Learned the Leſſon of the 
Croſs A Chriſtian is a Crofs-bearer, 
ſaith Luther, Chriſtian eſt Crucianu: ,, 


2 Tim. 3: 12. All that will live Godly-in 
Chriſt Teſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution, Eve-- 
ry one mult expect it; _— it 15 true” 

rmgs, yet * 
he exempts none from ſome degree or 0+» - 
ther, Jet him be as wiſe and -as diſcreet - 


God calls not-all rothe1like ſi 


as he will, yet if Godly he ſhall not eſcape 


Chriſt was the beſt Preacher that ever * 


was, he lived the moſt inoffenſively thar - 
ever any did, and yet, while he was 
preaching » the - Phariſees © blew- their- 
Noſes at him 1n'Scorn and Derifion ; for 
ſo the Word ſignifies in theOriginal, Ex» 
emmterizon Luke. 15; 4.Saint Paxl was ac- + 
counted a babler, a Peſtilent Fellow. his 
Sermons were accounted F2ctious and Se- : 
diiavs; as ſoon as Saint Paul was mani- + 
feſted to be a choſen 'VeſſeF for the Ho- - 
nour of- God; it was - fhewed unto him; 
What things heſhonld ſuffer for the name 
of ChriiFas if that were a neceſſary Con- 
comitanr to the Profeſſion of Godlineſs. . 
Look into the whole book of Ged; and 
conſider the Hiſtory of the: lives of-Gods 
People in all-Ages, both in Seripture and 
in<vther Records, and you will fin# them - 


” 


vſuelly .; | 


—_ 
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ve | uſually in a poor afflicted Condition.. 
r> | Noahs Ark on the Waters was a. Type of, 
| the Church in Afﬀiictions.. . What hard. 
BH things did .Abrahayn, and the relt of the, 
e-- | Patriarchs endure in their Generations ? : 
1e- | How ſore was the boneage-of..the /ſrac- - 
++ | lites in Egypt ? Their paſlage through the , 
>. .. | Ted Sea, and the diſmal Wilderneſs in Ca- + 
t. | 244%, waga Type of the afflicted Condi-- 
\e | tipnof Gods people in.after Ages, thro? 
r: | which they. were to paſs .to., Heaven.z 
'r- | How was David hunted as a Partridge in . 
's- | the Wilderneſs ?. What, hard uſage. did.. 
+. | the bleſſed Prophets of the Lord. find ?.. 
- | Eliah was Perſecuted and;mult fif forhis-, 
| life, while four hundred f31fe Prophets | 
.-. { were fed at Jezebels. Table.. Hiſtory 
"WT | tells us that Iſazah was ſawn aſunder with . 
. . | a: Wooden :Saw ; Mcab was thrown-; 
_., | downa ſteep place, and his Neck broke, . 
.- | Amos was {mitten.with a Club and fa. 
brained ;; the Story of the Perſecution..of 
© the A4accabees recorded by the Apoſtle... 
T Heb. 11. 36,37,39.Is exceeding lamenta- | 


ble the Text ſays, 1 hat they were tortured, 
that they had the Tryal. ef cru Mockengs , . 
and Sconrgings, of Bonds, of Impriſaunents:;, 

They were. ftoned., were ſawn aſunder, ſlain ; 
withtbe Smordy wanaered up, and down is. 
 Shetp-5hins, 
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Sheeps-skgns, and Goats-shins, being deſti- 
tute affiifted and tormented, They wandered 
sn Deſerts, in Dens and Caves, and moun. 


tains. And after, the Chriſtian Church. 


You know what Chriſt himſelf ſuſfered, 
What Contradictions ? Contempts? Mi- 
ſeries ? Scorns? Scourges ? curſed cruel 
ſhameful Death? Stephen the firſtChriſtian 
Martyr was ſtoned. All the Apoſtles 
ſuffered violent deaths, John only ex- 
cepted, who yet as the Scripture teſtifieth 
was baniſhed into P«tmos, and as ſome 
Hiſtories, that he was by Domitian 
thrown into a Tun of Scaldiag Lead , 
yet as they ſay, delivered by a Miracle. 
Peter was Crucified with his heels up- 
ward. Andrew was Crucyhed by Egeas 
King of Edeſſa. Fumes was lain by the 
Sword of Herod as we find, At. 12. Phil- 
lip was Crucyfied and ſtoned to death ar 
Hierapolis a City in Phrygia ; Bartholomew 
after divers Perſecutions , was beaten 
down with ſtaves as he was _— in 
a City of Armenia, and then Crucyhed ; 
and after his Skin flead off, and beheaded, 
Thomas was ſlain with a Yart- at Calamina 
in India.; Matthew was run through wich 
a Sword, or as ſome write, ſlain with a 

Sphear 9 
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Sphear z Fames the Son of Alphens who 
was called the juſt man, was ſet nponthe 
Pinacle of the Temple, and thrown down» 
and yet having ſome life left in him he 
was brained with # Fullers Club , Lebbeus 
was ſlain by Agbarus King of Edefſa, S5- 
mon the Canaanite was Crucyfhied in Egypt 
or as Others ſay, he and Fade was flaig in 
a Tamult of the People. Thoſe ten fear- 
ful Perſecutions in the primitive times, 
from the time of Domitins Nero to Con- 
ſtantine, doth ſet out fully unto us the 
truth of this Argument for three hundred 
years together, the Name of a Chriſtian 
was death, except now and then the 
Churches had ſome little breathings. 
Brightman (peaking of the Stories of thole 
times, ſays, that every page, and Leaf, 
1s aS it were all red coloured in blood. 
Vicentius reports that at Agileza, the 
Emperour aflowed every man that would 
to kiſlthe Chriſtians; 

The Policy, wit, Strength of Inventi- 
on were exerciſes for deviſing miſerable 
Torment and exqueſite Tortures 3 as 
Plates of Iron burning hot, laid upon 
their naked fleſh ; Pinſers red hot, pulling 
off the Fl:ſh from the bones, bodkins, 
pricking and thruſting all oyer OO 

i it's 
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dies; Caſting into lime kilms, and into 


caldrons of Scalding lead ; whippings 
vntil all their fleſh almoſt was torn*'oF 
their bodys , and their bones and bowels: 


appeared, and then lad flat upon ſharp: 


ſhells and knives; their ſkins were flead 


of alive , and their raw fleſh was: 


rubbed with Salr and Vinegar : their bo- 
dys were beaten all over with clubs, un- 
til their bones aud joynts were beat a- 
ſunder-; They were laid upon gridirons, 
roſted , and baſted with Salt and Vine- 
gar 3 one Member was pulled from ano- 
ther ; by faſtening them to boughs- of 
trees, they rent their bodys a pieces, 
They were tofſed upon the horns of Bulls 
with their: bowels hanging: out 3+ they. 
were caſt among the dogs to be deyour- 
ed; they were put under the Ice naked 
mto Rivers; they were tortured on the 
rack , orn-the Wheel, and on the gibbet 
with faming fire under them: They 
made it their ſports to: ſee. them: de- 
voured by Wild Brafts ; and in the 
night , inſtead of torches, they burnt 
the bodys of the Saints, to-give them 
hght for their paſtimes. 

I read of one Sanfus , upon whom 


| when. {uch intolerable tortures were in- 
| | ficted 
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flited,; as the perſecuters thought ſurely 
they ſhould have heard ſome words of 
Blaſphemy coming from him , yet they 
could hear nothing from him but this : 
ſum Chriſtian us, ] am aChriſtian, at which 
they being mad , they clapt en plates oh; 
braſſered hot , to the moſt tender parts 
of his body , wherewith although his 
Spirit ſhrunke nor, but ſtill continued 
conſtant, yet: his body was ſo drawn 
together thar it loſt the proper ſhape of 
a man ; and- after he lying in priſon a 
while they brovght him forth again to- 
the common Scaffold in face of the peo- 
ple, and put him to all kinde of rorments 
they could deviſe, as though he had been 
put to none befere, as. fcourgings tear- 
I9s by wild Beaſts ; his. body being 
thus torn they brought an iron Chaire 
red hot with fire, and ſet kim init, and 
and ſofried and ſcorched him as upon a 
grid-1ron : Thus he being made a whole: 
day a ſpectacle to the people, they.could 
hear nothing from him but his firſt con- 
feſſion Chriſtzanns ſum, 1 am a Chriſtian. 


| The example of Romarus , who was of 

{ Noble birth, but more noble in his. 
| Martyrdom is very famous ; he was firſt. 
; Whipped with knaps of leadat the ns G 
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of the cords; he defired them not to ſpare 


him for his nobility faying,that not the 
blood of his progenitors but his Chriſtian 
rofeflion made him noble : then they 
anced him with knives, until the bones 
peared white , his face was buffeted 
his eye-lids torn” with their nails, his 
hair pulled from his face ; the Captain 
being aſtoniſhed at his conſtancy z com- 
manded them to ceaſe from tortures ; he 
wasafter brought forth,& ſcourged again 
upon his old ſores ; they plucked out his 
tongue by the roots : The Captain being 
yet more Aſtoniſhed, to fee him continue 
conſtant , commanded him to be brought 
ato priſon ; and there tg be ſtrangied, 
The example of Pincentius is aS remark- 
able as any ; he was firſt racked , all hls 
joynts beiag ſtreiched out of their place ; 
then his body was indented with grie- 
vous and deadly wounds ; then they tor- 
tured his fleſh, by taking upon it with 
Iron combes ſharply filed; and then they 
laid his body upon a grate of Iron, open- 
ing his fleſh with Iron hooks, they ſearch- 
ed it with fiery plates, ſprinkling it with 
hot burning ſalt ; then they drew him 
intoa Dungeon, where the floor was 
ſpread with the ſharpeſt ſhells that _ 
c 


, 
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' 'be gotten, and ſo left him without all 


ſuccour. 

Thus both Scripture and Hiſtories of 
all times hold forth unto us the truth of 
this point, that the eftate ofGods people 
is an afflifted ſtate, they cry aloud unto 
us that through many tribulations we 
muſt enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Then coming to ſhew what uſe the 

people of God ſhould make of this Do- 
arine amongſt many other ivery profita- 
ble applications,he makes this inference, 
if this be the ufual «tate of Gods people 
let ns learn then to prepare for afflitions 
before they come; although we have 
eſcaped many years, yet we may be cal- 
led to ſuch aneſtate at laſt: Polycarpas 
eſcaped till he was fourſcore and ſix 
years old, and then he was called to Mar- 
tyrdom. Ten Perſecntions i n the Pri- 
mitive times, the Chriftians in England 
eſcaped all the nine; although the Goſpel 
not many years after Chriſt was profel- 
ſed in England, yet the tenth Perſecution 
fell heavy upon them. 

Then upon this ſame head of diſcourſe 
he gave ſeyeral rules of direCftion how to 
prepare for Sufferings, two or three 
whereof for the benefit of the Reader 1 

will 
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willhere (et down, one is this. «| 


'Be careful to preſerve your inward 
-peacey-your peace +with God, and your 
own Conſcience. If yapors be not in the 
earth, and ſtir not there, they are not all 
the Storms and Tempeſts abroad that 
can make an earthquake ; but if vapours 
be within,and work there, anEarthquake 
is cauſed. So where there is peace with- 
In all troubles and oppoſitions that are 
without cannot hurt the Soul. Having 
peace with God we glory in Tribulations, 
Rom. 5. 1 2, 3- We are not onely pati- 
ent under them, but glory in them ; haw 
were the ſpirits of thoſe Bleſſed Martyrs 
we read and. hear fo much of, ſtrengthned 
with this blefled peace 'of the Goſpel. 
Another-of thoſe directions is this. 

Lay up proviſion for an evil day, firſt 
Treaſure up conſolations thatGod affords 
you upon occaſion in performance of Ho- 
ly Duties) in exerciſe of Graces, in uſe of 
Ordinances. 

Secondly, Treaſure up exneriences of 
Gods ways towards you and his dealings 
with you in formcr {treights. 

Thirdly, Treaſure up Sou'=- nupporting 
Soul-reviving, Soul-comforting Promt- 


ſes, and that of ſeveral kinds, ſuitable 
| £0 
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o ſeveral afflictions, for thou knoweſt 
not what kind of affliftions thou mayeſt 
meet with. A third direCtion he gives is 
this. 

Labour to ſtrengthen yoor Graces : 
it is ſtrong grace that is Suffering grace. 


—_— lth. ————. A I ——_— SR. 
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Mr. 0. Heywood. 


R.O Heywood encouraging the god- 
lyagainſt the abuſes they meet with 
from the wicked, ſays thus - 

There are ſome ſo deſperate in reject- 
ing Gods favour, that they reject all that 
have it, the more God expreſſeth his love, 
the more they expreſs their hatred, as //- 
rael did mock 1/aac, or as the Patriarchs 
their Fathers Darling, Fo/eph, there is a 
ſpirit of enyy that ſwells againſt ſuch as 
are higher in Gods Books, than themſelves 
In the hearts of wicked men ; What en- 
vy wrought in the hearts-of the Pharsſees 
againſt onr Saviour, becauſe he - ſaid he 
was the Son of God ? What 'Bedlam rage 
poſleſRd the frantick Fews, againſt Sre- 


| phen, when he ſaid he fam the Heavens 0- 


pened 


l 
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pened ? They cryed with a loud voice, | ftop 
ped their ears, run upon him like mad men, 


' The like do malignant villains againſt 


the Saints at this day, if they hear any 
ſpeak» though with words of Truth and 
Soberneſs, of their experiences, intereſt 
in God, communion with him, evidences 
of his ſpecial fayour, &c. Alas becauſe 
theſe fottiſh ſwine reliſh not theſe things, 
(though it be in Scripture Language, and 
according to the Warrant of the Word, 
yet) they are ready to mock them, and 
call theng in ſcorn Holy Brethren, Holy 
Siſters, but indeed a pack of Hypotrites 
that are worfe than others. 

Thurs ſober Chriſtians are branded as 
Fools, Fanaticks, Enthuſiaſts. But alas, 
theſe wretched miſerants know not how 
to diſtinguiſh between an empty oftenta- 
tion of ſhews of holineſs, and a fober 

rofeſſion of the power of godlineſs and 

o ſpeak evil of the things they know not 
and ſplit themſelves upon the Rock of 
Perſecution, both as their ſin and pnniſh- 
ment. 


Members. Think with thy ſelf, man 


when thou art abuſing Profeſſors, ſuch 
an 


Oh that theſe men'would 'be wiſe and | 
not ſmite Cn1iſt through the Loyns of his | - 


_ 
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In one is either an Hypocrite'or a Saint, 
if he. be indeed no Hypocrite, but a real 


Sairit (as for ought I know, hes Joh what 


a fearful caſe am 1 in, that am hghting 
againſt God ! . 


——_ —_ 


Mr. Dod. 


R. Ded ſaith, Incaſe of Perſccuti- 

ons and other Srfferings, Gods 

people ſhould ſeriouſly conſider theſe 
four things: 

1. God wills them, and ſends them. 

Now Goeds will is a perfc& Rule of 
Righteouſneſs ; and what God doth is ſo 
well done, that it could not be better 
done. 

2. Thereisneed of them, or elſe we 
ſhould not have them. 

3, Their number, meaſure, and conti- 
nuance 1s determined by God ; they are 
but a moment,and endure hut a few days 
Rev. 2. 10. not too heavy, to00 many) 'Or 
t00/long, as the Devil woukl have them ; 

' Nor too few, nor too ſhort, or too (light, 
as Our corrupt natures would have them. 
4. Their 


Ln = - o 
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©, fo commit folly with bis Miſtreſs, 
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4. Theirend is a , weight of Glory, 
and the Crown that attends them, ever- 
laſting, 2-Cor. 4. 17- 


——_— 


Mr. Willam Gouge. 


R. William George ſpeaking concer- 
| ning the: Apoſtles being an -Am- 
baſſador in Chains for the Goſpel, hath 
this edſervation upon it : It is the cauſe 
that msketh Perſecution a matter of hos 
nour and rejoycing; then he propounds 
aQueſtion, and immediately ſubjoyns the 
Anfwer. | 


Que/t. VVhat may be the cauſe of that | 


Perſecution which cauſeth Bleſſedneſs ? 
Anſw. Jn general Righteouſneſs, and 
that either in abſtaining from evil, or un 
performing our bounden Duty. 
Joſeph /uffered Impriſonment for refuſing 
Meſes 
choſe rather to ſuffer affliftion with the 


;People of God, than to enjoy the plea- 


ſures of Sin. Or the otner ſide, Danlel 
was caſt into the Lyons, Den, for praying 
wito God, AniChriſt was Perſecuted for 
doing 


Dry, 
Yer- 


n_ C——_— 
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"4 works of Alercy;more pa#ticularly the 
P 


Goſpel which is here ſet down, The Apo- 
ftles were Perſecauted for Preaching the Goſ- 
pel. Now becauſe the Goſptl is the Do* 
trine of Chrift,they which ſuffer for Preach- 
ing or Profeſſing it, are ſaid to ſuffer for 
Chriſts ſake, and for the name of Chriſt : 
they which renounce it, are ſaid to dery 
Chriſt Feſus. 

Thcy which look to have true comfort in 
their Suffering, muſt eſpecially look mito the 
c2uſe, and throurhly examine it, whether it 
be indeed of that kind that by Gods Word we 
may warrantabiy, yea, and ought nectſſ4- 
rily to ſuffer for. Saint Peter impluth 
that there be many oauſes, for which many 
ds ſuffer, wherein ve would not have Chriſt i= 
ans to ſuffer. 

If the cauſe be juſt and rood, with courage 
ftand unto u ; let not reviling and aiſgyacce 
fal ſpeeches, lt not loſs of Goods, of Friends, 
Impriſoument, Rack, Torture,Sword, Hal- 
ter, Fire, or any thing elje make thee fare 


from thy Saviour to deny him, but for th 

comfort and encenragemert lock to tne ena; 
if we ſuffer w2 ſhall alſo Reign with Chriſt, 
2 Tim 


2+ I Qo 
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Mr. Mead. 


R. Mead making on{wer to ſeveral 


objeftion: 2g21n!t-+ irly ſubmiſſion 
to the Yoak-ot +. 2 gives This an- 
{wer to the difficuic, 't are to be un- 


derwent in the ways ot Qud. 

Hath not the ſervice cf Sin tts d: fficul- 
ties too, yea greater than iny thit are ims 
p?ſed by the yaakof Chriſt ? Where one man 
hath ſ.crificed his Ail ro Riliguon, thire®s 
many have ſacrificed their All toth:ar Luſt s, 
hew many have Drunkenncſs and Glutiony 
undone? How many have been brought to 
Beggery by Pride and Exceſs ? Brſides what- 
ever 4 man loſeth for God and Religion, 
God hath engaged to make it up again, Mat. 
19.29. But if a man w.7ſt es all upon the = 
vice of his Luſts, who makes: up that again ? 
T he waſt will make guilt great, and his ac- 
count rrievous, Deoth Religion at any time 
expoſe a man toSuſſcrings, to corporal Pams 
and Death ? Sodoth Luſt much more. 'O 
how greats are the pains of Hatred,” the 
rorments of Envy? that ove Luſt «of Un- 

. Cleanneſs. 


_ 


ION 
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cleanne(ſs, what pains and miſeries hath 
expoſed men unto f. Aud where one dyes 4 
M :irtyr for Cor: T., thinſar:ds ay A1 :rtyrs 

to toetr Luft, DAVINS their days fb rined by 

exceſ' of g !, beſales the enalels For ments 

that follow after., Ani then he anſwers ano- 

ther objcttion that bath often been a ffum- 

bling to many in their deſires of early ſeeking 
after God ;, to mit, tne perſecution of the 

Tongue. the Scoffs and Scorns that attend 

th: taking up the yoak, of Chriſt & the ſert- 

ous Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, Ore while 

they are Puritans and Preciſians, another 

whyle Fanaticksvarying the Phraſe accor- 

ding to the mode of the times. 

Anſw, 1, This is no new thing z have 
there not been in all ages ſome new 
tongues ſet oa fire of Hell, from 1ſhma- 
es day till now ? The Devil hath rever 
been without his inſtruments to throw ' 
dirt in the face of Religion, and of the 
{ſervants of God who profeſs and own it. 
Was not the Apoſtle Paul branded for a 
Heretick, Acts 24- 14. 4 baſe fellow, As 
17. 18. a Peſtilent Fellow, a mover of 
ſedition, a SeCtary, nay, a Ringleader of 
the SeCtaries, Acts 24. 5. And yet one of 
the beſt men that ever lived in theWorld, 
Our Lord C'::i® himſelf was not free 
F 3 from 
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from the reproach of wicked tongues 3 


He was called an Enemy to the Govern- 


ment, a fiiend of Pablicanes and Sin- 
ners, 2 Glutton, a V Vine-bibber, a Blaſ- 
Phemer. 
by Chriſt, bur to leſſen the nun.ber of his 
Followers? It is the Devils cunnicg to 
keep Religion and its Followers under 
cenfure and reproach, that young ones 


may condemn that out of ignorance, 


which upon knowledg they could not but 
love and profeſs. The Devil doth by 


Religien,as theHeathens did of old by its: 


Profeſſors and Followers, who wrapt 
them up in the Skins of wild Beafts, and 


then threw them to he torn in pieces and 


devoured. He burdnes Religion with 
ſcandals and prejudices, ſo makes many 
hate it, who would otherwales love 
and imbrace It. 

2, Hithnot the Holy Ghoſt warned 
and inſtructzd vs in this before-hand, 
that there ſhould be a ſcoffing Generati- 
on, 2 Pet. 3.3. There ſhill come in the 
laſt drys Scofjers, But why doth: he ſay 
in the {azs dys ſhall come Scoffers? not 
becauſe th2 foregoing days were free 
from this evil, for they have been in all 
ages : 


And why do they deal thus. | 
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ages: But the laſt days ſhall -be more 1n- 
feed with them; thar js, 

Firſt, They ſhall be more numerons 
in the laft days then cver before; all ages 
have had them, but the laſt days ſhall a- 
bound with themz and it is ſo, for never 
was the'number of Scoffers at Religion 
ſogreat as at this day. 

Second{y, They ſhall be more notort- 
ous.n the laſt days then ever before, this 
age hath out done all the former in the 
degrees of this Sin ;- tnat 1s, with great- 
er impudence of Fact; and more circum- 
ſtances of guilt» + Formerly 1t was done 
covertly, but-now openly, 1n all compa- 
nies, vpon all occaſions, in all places, not 
onely in Taverns and Play-houſes, but in 
Preſſ:s and Pulpits. 

There are three ſorts of perſons that 
are great enemies to Religion, and the 
Laſt Days ſhall abound. with them, and 
they are furious Perſecutors, ſubtle De- 
ceivers, and Prophane Scoffers, 

3. VVho ate they that thus make a 


| ſcoffand jeer of Religion and its Follow- 


ers? Are they men of VViſdom and 
Underſtanding ? Men of Conſcience and 
Vertue ? No ſuch thing; but they are 
under one of theſe two Characters, they 
F 4 are 
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are either perſons of great jenorance or 
great bruitiſhnefs, men of blind minds, 
or debauched Conſciences. 
; Firſt men of blind minds, fuch as are 
zgnorant of Religion, either of the pow- 
er of its Precepts or of the ſweetneſs of 
its Comforts. Did men know what Re- 
ligion 1s, they wovld reverence it, and 
not {cofft at it. But the God of this world 
bath blinded therr minds, 2 Cor: 4+ 4. 
And who values the judgment of a blind 
man ? Therefore none ſhould be diſcou- 
raged from owning Religion for the 
{coffs of ſuch as know nothing of it. 
Secondly, They are Senſualiſts, men 
fwayed by truitiſh Appetite, ſwilling 
Sots, Debauchees, beaſtly Buffoons, men 
of profligate Lives and Confciences, who 
never had the leaſt ſayour of the things 
of Religton ; And are thofe competent 
Judges of the ſweetneſs of the Heavenly 
Life? They underſtand the moſt taking 
healths, the genteeleſtOaths,thmgs ſuita- 
ble to-their huffing humour ; but as for 
the ways of God, they are far above out 
of their ſight, P/al. 10.5. and therefore 
8s brute Beaſts made to. be deſtroyed, 
they ſp*ak, evil of the things which they 
Kndcr iiand not, and ſhall utterly periſh 11 


m_— 
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their 


[ 
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the:r own Mrnati = - 20 Pet. 2- 12. 

4. Conſider why they do ſcoff at Relti- 
gion ard at them who profeſs and pra- 
Ctice it, 
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Firſt, why do they ſcoff at Rcligion' 


but becauſe it woujd reſtrain their Lults,* 
and obſtruct the ſinful courſe they are 
bent upon. 4 here ſhall come is the Lat 
daysScoffers, walking afrer t heir. own Leſt's, 
2 Pet. 3.3 Mark, itis for the ſake or 
their Luſts that Religion is ſcorned and 
hated. 

Secondly, vehy do they ſcoff at them; 
that profet; and own Religion ? They 
mack at. them for taking God for there 
Chief Good,. for ſeeking his Love and. 
Favour, for minding and endeavourin 
to ſave an Immortal Soul, for boning 
to avoid the VVrath of Ged,' and the 
miſeries of Hell, and to ſecure an Ever- 


Isfting Happineſs; ſor this is the great 


work and buſiuelſs of Religion, They 
thar ſcoff at” men for being Reiigious, 

may-as well ſcoff at the Seaman for viing. 
a Pilot to keep the Ship fromRocks and 
Sinds.,or at a blind man for walking with 


a1», that he may not fall into the Pit,” 
ſick man for ſeeking a Cure , 


''fe 45 in danger.- 
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5- It is not you but God whom they 
hate and ſcorn ; It is his Name and Ho- 
nour they wound through yonr Sides : 
VVere you a {winiſh Drunkard, an un- 
clean Brute, a proud Huff, an heCctoring 
AtheiR, a Daramee as themſelves, they 
would hug and imbrace you. So that 
the hatred and enmity 1s evidently a- 
£2inſt the Image and Life. of God in 
you, and therefore againſt God himſelf. 
If ye were of the World, the world would 
love his own ;, out becauſe ye are not of the 
world, but 1 vave choſen you out of the 
werld, therefore the world hates you, Joh: 
15. 19, 

6. Set the reſpect of God againſt the 
ſcorns of the VVorld. VVhat though 
the world hates, ſo long as God loves? 
Let them repreach thee, yet the Holy 
God honours thee. Jf any man ſerve 
me, him will my Father honour, Fob, 12. 
26. 

7. TheſeScoffs andReproaches that you 
undergo upon the account of Chriſt and 
Religion here, fhall add to your Crown, 
and.greaten your Glory in the Laſt Day ; 
every degree of Suffering for Chriſt now, 
ſhall then have its reward. He that hath 
promiſed to requite your well-doing to 
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a Cup of cold water, hath alſo promiſed 
to recompenſe your - Sufferings to the 
leaſt ſcoff or j-er. Bleſſed are ye when 
men ſhall fa, you, rejoyce and be exceed- 
ing glad, for great is your reward in hea- 
ven, Mat. 5. 11, 12. 

8. You that are aſhamed to own Chrift 
and his ways, and to put on his Yoak, 
becauſe of the ſcoffs and: jeers of an une 
godly world, I pray think ſerionJy: on 
that word of Chriſt, Mark.:8. 38.:Wr o- 
foeuer ſhall ve aſhamed of me and my words, 
1n this adulterous and. fiaful Generation, of 
him ſhall the Son of M:inbe aſhamed, mhen 
he comes in the glory of his Father, wth 
the Holy Angels. 


a = " 
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Mr. How. 


R. How Exhorting Cyriſtians unto 
parience under the preſent Preſſares 

of Affiiition in this Mortal Life,. «pox. the 
conſideration of the endleſs glory es WET 
enjoy in the Life to come, Amono$t other 
things of great weight aid worth, bath 
theſe-e xpreſſions. 
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Freckon (ſaith the Apoſtle) chat the Suf- 


ferinss of this preſent time, are not, worthy 
of the glory that ſhall. be revealed in us, 
Thus ſaith he,Lreckon,it is my ſtated ſet- 
led Judgment, when I have reaſoned the 
matterwith my ſelf,weighed it well,conſt- 


deredthe caſe, ballanc*d: the advantages & | 


diſadvantages, This is the reſulr that 
the Sufferings of this preſent time are 


of novyallue : It can therefore be no un- . 


reaſonable. impohtion, that ſhall oblige 
us to the exerciſe of patience under ſuch 
Sufferings, in the expectation of ſo tran- 
ſcendent glory. For conſider firſt, theſe 
Sufferings 2re. bur from men, ( for the 
Sufterings of which the. Apoſtle here 
ſpeaks, are ſuch as wherein we ſuffer to- 

ether with Chriſt ) but this glory is 
"= God. 

Again, theſe Sufferings reach no fur- 
ther than the Rone and the Fleſh ; (Fear 
net them that kill the Boay ) but this glo- 
ry reaches to the Soul. How litrle doth 
a Clod of: Earth ſuffer, in compariſon 
of what an Immortal Spirit may enjoy. 

And further, there 1s. much (mixture 
in our preſent Sufferings, There are as it 
were Rxyes of Glory interlac'd with 
their preſent aiBictions-z but there will 
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be. nothing of affliction. mingled with 
their: future Glory. 

Yea, and theſe Sufferingsare but Tem+ 
porary , this Glory Eternal. VVhat 
heart is big enough to comprehend the 


full ſenſe of theſe words.? 2 Cor. 17, Ony , 


Light Aftitkion, which « but for a moment; 
worketh for 4.4 far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of Glory. . Light Afﬀicti- 
ons, weighty Glory; exceeding weight ; 
afMiction for a moment, eternal weight 
of. glory-. It were high time. for. us to 
give over. the Chriſtian Profeſſion, if we 
do not really account,that its reward and 
hope do furmount its Reproach and 
Trouble, or. do think. its Croſs more 
weighty than its. Crown. . Are Tribula- 
tion and Patience more nngrateful to our 
ears, then Heavenand Glory are accep=- 
table? Oris the world become fo ſtable, 
that a ſtate leſs favourable: to the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion cannot:revolve upon 
us? Itwere good however to put ſuch a 
caſe by way of ſuppoſition to our ſelves; 
For every ſincere Chriſtian is in affection 
and preparation of his mind a Martyr. 
Tis eaſy ſuffering indeed, in Idea and; 
Contemplation, but ſomething may be 
collefted from the obſervation, how we 
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an relliſh and comport with ſuch 
thoughts. ?Tis a Training in order to 
fight, which is done upon a very remote 
ſuppoſition that ſuch occaſions may poſ- 
ſibly fall out. And a few pages. after in 
that ſame diſcourſe, ſpeaking concern- 
ing a mans being called forth to dy for 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity; Thus he 
expreſſeth himſelf. - 

If God call a man forth to be. his 
Champion and VVirtneſs, to lay down 
his life in a truly worthy cauſe, the call 
of his Providence ſhould be as the ſound 
of a Trumpet to a truly martial ſpirit, 
it ſhould fill his Soul wich a joyful cou- 
rage and ſenſe of honour, and be com- 
ply'd with cheerfully, with chat appre- 
henfion and reſentment; that a tt outSou]- 
dier would have of his Generals putting 
him upon ſome very hazardous piece of 
Service ;z he would ſay, My Gencral hath 
not deſert ved ill of me, but it appears he 
judged well of me. It ſhould be count- 
ed joy to fall intoſuch Tryals, when they 
become our Lot by a Providential diſpo- 
ſition, not by a raſh Precipitation of our 


{clves. 
Dr- 
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Dr. Manton. 


D- Manton upon theſe words of the 
ſixth verſe of the fifth chapter of 
Tames hath theſe obſervations. 

Ye have condemned and killed the Fuſt] 
God taketh notice of the injuries done to 
his people under the form of a legal Proce- 
aure,P[4.94.24.Shall theThrone of wick- 
edneſs have fellowſhip with thee, that 
frameth miichief by a Law ? God taketh 
it more hainouſly when publick Authority, 


| which # thedefence of Innocency, is made 


the pretence of Oppreſſion, 
Secondly, Any concurrence to the de- 


| KruCtion of the Innocent, bringeth us 


under the guilt of their Bloed , and ſins 
committed by -our inſtjgation, become 
ours by juſt imputation;Chriſt was put $0 


| death by Authority of the Roman Em- 


Pire, and executed by the Roman Soul- 
diers, yet *tis charged upon the Fews, 
becauſe done by - their inſtigation and 
Ccontrivance, As 2, 23: 

© 26 Third 
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Thirdly, when Oppreſſion goeth as far as 
Blood, Goa wll. ſurely take Vengeance; he 
maketh inquiſitzon for Blood, Plal. 9. The 
Bloood of an ordinary map cryeth for ven- 
geance, much more the - Blood of Saints, 
which 15 precious in Gods cyes, 
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Ut beſides theſe which I have already. 


mentioned, thers is 3no:berEminent 
Author,Edw.Polh;i!/E'qr. who hath writ- 
ten an excellentTrea!i:v,concerning pre» 
paration forSuffe; ing,which is aFragrant 
Garden of Cel-:itial Pleaſures, and Hea- 


venly Delights, out of which I have g1- 
thered ſome _ Spiritual Flowers very 


ſwe-t and ſavory to thoſe that have a fa- 
vour of the things of God: In his Pre- 
face to that- Dilcourſe, he hath theſe 
Golden Sentences, worthy to be writren 


in Letters of Gold, with the noynt of a, 


Diamond: Itis the Ordinance of God, 
That through Tribulation we ſhould enter 
intobis Kingdom : This hath. .been the 
way of the Saints in af Ages. The Cloud 
of Witneſles have walked 1n it to Heaven, 
Jeſus Chriſt the Captain of our Salvati- 
On, was made perfect through. Sufter- 
ings, and therefore Chriſtians, who are 
to. follow hin®*w]ntherſocyer he goeth; 
nant 


” 
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mult provide for the Croſs, eſpecially at 
\ucha time as this; Now not only the 
common lot of Chriltianity , but the 
dark aſpect of the times, bids us'prepare 
for Sufferings : Charity is cold, Diffe- 
rences are hot, Moderation vaniſhes , 
Enmity every where appears, Popery 
lifts up it ſelf in the World, Proteſtants 
help on the deſign, by deſtroying each 
other. Sin is gone up with a-great cry 
to Heaven, Black Clouds of Wrath hang 
over our heads for it, the decays of ho- 
ly love threaten a removal of our Can- 
dleſtick, Lukewarmneſs in Religion, 
ſhews that we are hi to be ſpued out of 
Gods Mouth : Every one that hatheyes 
in his head may ſee the tendency of ſuch 
things as theſe. And therefore Chriſti- 
ans have more than an ordinary obliga- 
tion on them to provide for the Crols ; 
and nothing leſs then a ſtock of holy. 
graces,can put them into a poſture for it 

But now I come to the Treatiſe it ſelf, 
of the ſweetneſs whereof I will give you 


' a taſte, which I. ſuppoſe will relliſh ſo 


well unto ſome, that it will ſtir them up 
to read the whole Book, that they may 
feed plentifuly on the Royal Dainties 
thatare contained therein. 

The 
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The Church, ſaith he, js Heir to the 
Crols: Its Sufferings began from che 
Blood of Abel, and hath continued ever 
lince,//rae/Gods peculiar people was firſt 
Oppreſied in e&zypr,under cruel Bondage. 
Then vexed in Canaan by the Ne ighvour 
Nations round about them ; afterwards 
carried Captive into Babylon, and-At laſt 
trod wnder foot by Antiochus Epiphanes. 
Tae Chriſtian Courch was firſk Perſecuted, 
by the Pagan Emperonrs, then torn in pit- 
- ces by Arrians and other Hereticks, after- 


WAY Ads QVer-run w:thGothes and Vandales;z, 
and at laſt trod down by Mahqmet and , 


Antichriſt. All along it hath been in 4 
ſuffering condition, and it is no wonder 1f 
ﬆ ſafer on till it come to.reſt in Heaven, 


God Orders the Sufferings -of the 


Church for his own Glory and his Peo-- 


ples good : - He Orders them for his 
own Glory i Providence. is admirable 
in perſerving a Suffering Church. . The 
Ark floats upon the Waters and drowns 
not ; the Buſh burns, and is not conſum- 
ed; the Lilly is among Thorns, and 
withers not; the Saints are perplexed 
bat not in deſpair, perſecuted but not 
forſaken , caſt down but not deſtroyed, 
Strength 
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Strength comes forth out of weakneſs , 
light ariſes out of darkneſs; the Bones 
though ſometimes dry and hoplels, like 
the witneſſes, are flain and revive again: 
Preſſures multiply the Church , and Sut- 
ferings propagate it. And what a ſight 
Is this? Who ſhould. grudge at thoſe 
Sufferings , in which ſo much of God 
appears? Again he Orders them for his 
Peoples good. The furnace will melt 
out their droſs , every flame of Perſe- 
cution will lift them up nearer Heaven ; 
their Graces will come forth as Gold out 
of the fire in their pure luſtre; The rod 
will bloſſom, and bring forth peaceable - 
fruits of righteouſneſs ; the Holy Spirit 
will come down upon them , in larger 
effuſions of Grace and comfort. And 
what things are theſe ! Certainly thoſe 
Sufferings are not needleſs, that have ſa 
excellent an iſſue. 

Then he Subjoyneſs theſe Woras, 
Things abroad and at home admoniſh 
vs : Abroad the Proteſtant Religion 
runs very low ; Idolatry grows in the_. 
World , and where that goes: before, 
Cruelty follows-after : The fiery fur- 
nace waits upon the Idol ;. the Scarlet 
Whore full of Fornications will drink the 
blood 
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blood of Saints. The falſe Worſhip- 
pers will perſecute the Truz2; the ſighs 
and groans of the poor Souls in France, 
do alarm all that have any jenſe of piety 
or humanity ; At home our Sins are 
grown up to Heaven; Oaths, Blaſphe- 
mies , Perjuries, Helliſh Plots, Un- 
cleanneſſes , Exceſſes , Atheiſms , Con- 
tempt of Ordinances, Deadneſs and 


Formality in Religion, Unthankfulneſs . 


and Unfai:hfulnebs to God, are found a- 


mong us: The Cloud of Guilt which. 
hangs over our Heads is ready to:come: 
down in ſtorms of Wrath upon us-: 
Sword and Plague and Fire have _— 


purſued us, and becauſe we Sin on with 
a ſtiff neck, hard Heart, and - Impu- 


dent Face, more Judgments may be ex-- - 


pected, 


And then a little © after. he ' proceeds” 
thus: Two things are of great uſe to- 
Chriſtians; the one is to diſcern the. 


ſigns of the times. He that looks without 
and ſees the ſtate of things there , and 


then turns to Scripture , and there ſees. 


the iſſnes that wait upon ſuch Scates, may 
diſcern the ſigns of - the' times. The 
luxury of the old World was a Sign of 
the Deluge. 

The 
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The Perſecution of the Prophets was 


of a Sign of Feruſale$ns deſolation. When 
| Epheſmdeclined, and left its firſt love , 


- | the Candelſtick was removing - When 
7 Lacaicea was luke warm , Gud was rea- 
mi; dy to ſpue them out of his mouth : and 
4 ſo ic 18 in other things; ſuch and ſuch 
wh a ſtate of things will have ſuch and ſach 
id an iſſue. The diſcerning of this will 
is make Chriſtians time their Dutys, and 
a> | do every thing inthe True Scaſon of it, 
ety "rg is a0 leſs, profitable. taan Beauti- 
-LTUL- 


.The other thing; is to-be ready for all 
my the will of God to have Graces aptly 

; Anſwering to Providence; ſuch holy Joy 
1 as may tune the Heart in Proſperity, and 
.fach humble Submiſſion as may frame the 
.heart to Adverſity : This 1s that bleſſed 
1, | temper that bids every thing welcome 
that comes in the will of God. 


- If we obſerve the Signs of our times , 
rt | -wemay eaſily. diſcern Judgments a com- 
4 -Ing, and therefore nothing. can be more 
a .neceſſary than to prepare for Sufferings. 
y .God hath a controverſy. with us, and 


. ſeems to ſpeak by his Providence, as he 
f | «did to /ſrael by his Prophet : - Prepare 
#0. meet thy God, -Sit- down . then, O 
['s | | Ciart- 
| 
| 
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Chriſtians, and conſider how to doit, 
and think with your ſelves with what 
penitential tears, Wreſtling , Suppli- 


cations, real Reformations and holy Re- 


fignations .you-will meet with him. Fe- 
Jms Chriſt the Captain of your Salva- 
tion ſeems now to ask you by his Pro- 
vidence , as the Roman Generall did his 
Souldiers, Are ye ready ? Reflect up- 
on you ſelyes, and conſider ; are you 
ready to keep the Word of Chris 


"Patience, to take up his Croſs and fol- ; 


low him? Thongh the Croſs be not 
yet upon your backs yet you muſt car- 
Ty it in your Hearts. 

Preparation is neceſſary to Suffering; 
the greater the thing 1s, the more ne- 
ceſſary is the Preparation : Suffering 
is a great thing, in ſuch a cafe as 
this we had need put on all our Spiri- 
tuall Armour ; not this or that piece 
only, but all of it ; and not only to 


 *pntit on but togird it on, and all will 


be little enovgh to make us ſtand inthe 
evil day. Again, the more excellent a 
thing Is , the more requiſite the Pre- 
paration , Suffering for Chr:/? 1s the 
excellency of a Chriſtian, the top and 
Complement of all his Graces ; Faith 
Can= 
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» cannot riſe higher ; Love cannot ſhew 
it ſelf better than in this : No Pro- 
+ feſſhon of Chriſtianity is ſo high, nor im- 
mitation of Chriſt ſo full, as that which 
..1smade in Blood; how ſhould we pre- 
Pare onr'Souls, and gird up the Loyns of 
our minds, that we may be capable 'of 
that which is the higheſt ſtature of a 
Chriſtian in this world, and the neareſt 
capacity to a better ! 

"This preparation Is of yery great mo- 
---ment to Chriſtians; vpon their having 
- and not having of it, depends their hap- 
pineſs or miſerie. 

". He that is prepared for Sufferings, 
come what will come isa happy man; if 
""Sufferings do not come, he Is yeta 
Martyr in mind ard purpoſe. God ſees 
-the ſuffering frame that is in him, his 
: willing mind is accepted, as much as if 
-his-Blood were actually ſhed; and being 
ready to dye for Chriſt, he is ready to 
live with him in heaven. If Svfferings 
come he is provided for them. Saint Paxl 
was-ready to be bound and die for the 
name of Feſus. Policarpe when threat- 
ned with various deaths, made this re- 
ply) uid Tardas ! why doit thou dee 
lay ? Ivflict what thou wilt the Prepared 
Chriſtia 
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Chriſtian is ready for all the VVill of * 
God, which 1s an happineſs, that no 
Suffering can interrupt. The very 
Pagan Emperours did obſerve the pri- 
micive Martyrs to be Victors in Death. 


It is. ſaid of the Martyr Yincentins, 
that according to his name, he over- 


came in Words, and overcame in-pu- |, 
niſhments , overcame in Confeſſion, Þ 


and overcame in Tribulation , Over- 
came in Fire, and overcame in Water, 
overcame in Living » and overcame in 


Dying. The prepared Chriſtian is a } 


V;ncent a Conquerour of the World. 
Nay » he is more than a Conqueror, he 
overcomes by Suffering, and Lives by | 
Death. And as the Emperonur Ante- \ 
ninus Verus {aid of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians , he cariies . God about with 


him in Conſcience, and where Ged is, | 


there muſt he happineſs in the moit 
aMiCted Condition. The whole Sacred 


Trinity are preſent with him. The | 


everlaſting Father will ſtrengthen him), 


the Son will walk with him in the | 


Firie Furnace , the Holy Spirit will 


a a'n SS a£ we had wee 1 © by : 


come to him with all his Cordjals. 4 
Stephen was never fo full of it, as | 
when | 


. 
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" when he was ſtoned. The Martyr 
Felicitas profeſſed to her Perſecutor , 
that ſhe had the Holy Spirit in her. 
The prepared Chriſtian hath a Spirit of 
Power In infirmities, a Spirit of Glory 
in reproaches , a Spirit of Comfort 
in diſtreſſes. There are no ſuch rich 
anointings as thoſe that wayt upon 
the, Croſs of Chriſt : At other times 
a Chriſtian hath ſome meaſures of the 
Spirit ; But then he hath ſuch large 
effuſions of it that no Sufferings can 
make him miſerable. The Clouds 
without cannot break the Serenity in 
his Conſcience ; The noiſe of a troy- 
bleſfome World cannot interrupt that 
Divine Peace which- keeps his Heart ; 
no Malice of Man can hinder 'the 
ſheddings of Gods love into him. No 
wants or exigencies can deprive him 
of the hidden Afanxa , promiſed to 


the Overcomer ; He 1s happy even in 
a vale of tears. 


{Then ſpeaking concerning how aChri- 


ſtian may be prepared for Sufferings, 
he hath theſe Words: } 


A Chriſtian that would be prepar- 
ed for Sufterings muſt ſecure unto him- 


G ſelf 
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ſelf three things, a good Cauſe, a | 
good Heart, and a good God. The 


Firſt will make Suffering Honourable, 


the Second will make us Meet for it, 


the Third will give aſliltance and 
Comfort in 1t- 

1. The Chriſtian muſt ſecure to 
himſelf a good Cauſe. If we mult 
Suffer, let ir be for that Conſcience 
which 1s a continual Feaſt , for that 
Righteouſneſs, which is in conjunction 
with Peace and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt - Let it be for that Fe/us 
who Suffered for us; For that God 
who Crowns momentary Sufferings with 
eternal (lory. 

2, We muſt ſecure good Hearts. 
Now two things are requiſite to make 
a good Heart. It muſt be purged 
from Sin, and again it muſt be tur- 
niſhed with Principles of Grace. 

Firſt, It muſt be purged from Sin: 
From the Guilt , and Power of it. 
They that are partakers of Chriſts 
Sufferings in Martyrdom , had need 
Firſt partake of them for Remiſſion- 
Again it muſt be purged from the 
Power of Sin : The Power of Sin 
mult 
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muſt be broken , that a Man may 
be ready to take up the Croſs. 

le, * Furwmer, The Heart, that it 
> $. nay be good, muſt not only be 
nd purged from Sin, but Furniſhed with 
PringIples of Grace. Such as Holy 
to | Knowledge Faith , Love , Fear, 
ult | Zeal , Hope, Paticnce , Obedience, 


ice | Humility » that it may be ready 
"rt for Suffering Such a Man may 
On ſay at the Fiery Tryal as Ferom 
ly of Prague did, when the Wood 
(us was laid to him, Salve Feſta Diesy 


od Welcom thou Joyful Day of Suffering 
th * for Chriſt. 
| 3- We muſt ſecure a good God 


S- ' to be with us in our Suffering z a 
Ke good Cauſe cannot bear us up, 
d | without a good Heart , nor can a 
[ſ- {| good Heart ſtand without a good 
| -G6d to ſupport 1t. 
W744 If God ſhould with draw , Faith 
t, | would fail, Hope would wither, and all 
'S | Graces would vaniſh as- the beams do 
d vpon the ablence of the Sun. The 
| Gracious preſence of God is neceſſary 
g to us at all times, eſpecially in times 
1 of Suſfering : TJoſezhs priſon would 
L have 


PO Preciou: ordial omforts. 


have been very diſmal, if God had not 
been there. The preſence of God 
( faith a worthy Divine ) will turn a 
Priſon into a Pallace, a Fiery Furnace 
into a Gallery of Pleafure , and the 
Stocks into a AAdvſick School. Let us 
therefore labour to ſecure this pre- 
ſence wich us. 
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